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A wife who loses a husband  
is called a widow.  

A husband who loses a wife 
 is called a widower.  

A child who loses his parents 
 is called an orphan.  

But...there’s no word for a parent 
who loses a child, that's how awful the 

loss is! 
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Statewide: 387 

South East: 43 

Driver Education Programs 



The family is in the best position to 
have a sustained effect on minimizing 

the risks faced by inexperienced drivers 
and encouraging responsible behaviors.  
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The Experts Say: 

•  “More effective parental involvement 
holds significant promise for further 
reducing young driver crashes.”   

           Journal of Safety Research 

•  “Parent-teen interactions may cut teen 
crash risks in half.” 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
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Parents attending a two-hour required 
parent training session in Connecticut 
reported the program as: 

 “Overwhelmingly beneficial and 
has led them to adopt new safety 
measures with their teen drivers.”  
                                  Connecticut DMV 
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Do we want the public  
to continue accepting  

that teen crashes, injuries, and fatalities 
“just happen”  

and there’s nothing more we can do 
about it?  
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Minnesota Teen Safe Driving Coalition 
National Safety Council 
Minnesota Safety Council 
Allstate Foundation 

Reduce teen driver involved crashes, 
injuries & deaths by enhancing 

parental awareness of teen driver 
safety issues.  
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PRIMARY GOAL: 



1.  Peer-to-peer education module.  
2.  Tool kit for teens working with tweens. 

3. Implement a parental education 
class in 20 to 30 driver education 
programs in 2011.   

Minnesota Teen Safe Driving Coalition 
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Increase Parent Awareness of: 
• “Real” Risks  

• Laws 

• Important Role of Parents  

• Resources for Parents 
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•  1.5 Hours 

•  Community Involvement: 
ü  Law Enforcement 
ü  Emergency Medical Services 
ü  Public Health 
ü  TZD Safe Roads Coalitions 

•  Localized & Flexible 

•  Evaluation: Pre- & Post-Class Parent Survey 
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Tug at Parents’ 
Heartstrings 

! Local Connection 

! Video (Mock Crash – Real Lesson) 

! Power-Point  

! Young Forever Program 
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REAL Risks: 
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ü   Why they exist 

ü  Not all are “Best Practices” 

•  Passengers 
•  Night Time  
•  Cell Use 
•  Not-A Drop & DWI 
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•  D. E. “Supplements” What Parents Do 

•  Practice, Practice, Practice 

•  Contracts; 
  - Family Rules  
  - Follow Through with Consequences  

      - Earned Privileges 

Decisions: Safety Over Convenience 
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Withdrawal of Parental Consent 



•  Teen Driving Laws 
•  Handling Resistance 
•  Contract 
•  Driving Log 
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PARENT RESOURCES: 



Evaluation: 
Pre- & Post-Class Parent Survey: 

10-questions 

1. Confidence understanding teen driving laws? 
2. Importance of teen driving issues? 
3. Understanding GDL provisions?  
4. Awareness of greatest period of fatal crash risk? 
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•  Required 
•  Material Incentive        
•  Financial Incentive       

•  Fee 
•  Community Partnership/Co-Branding 
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A Parent’s Role is Crucial! 
Work with your Driver Education Professionals 

to implement a community-involved  
parent education class: 

•  Emotional Appeal 
•  Risks 
•  Laws 
•  Important Role of Parents 
•  Resources 
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