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website and was designed as a 

resource for TZD stakeholders to use 

in their traffic safety education, 

awareness and outreach efforts.  

 Stakeholders will have easy access 

to numerous safety materials and 

also an opportunity to share ideas 

and information.  

 The site contains presentations, 

materials to distribute and other 

related materials from across the 

state and beyond to address traffic 

safety from your ñEôs 

perspectiveò (Engineering, Education, 

Enforcement, and Emergency Medical 

and Trauma Services).  

www.minnesotatzd.org  

 Since TZDôs beginning in 2003, 

stakeholders have created many useful 

materials and resources to assist in 

their traffic safety efforts.  However, as 

Minnesotaôs TZD program continued to 

grow throughout the state, those 

materials and resources became 

spread out throughout all eight TZD 

regions.  Recognizing the need to have 

a central place to store and share 

resources, and a desire to avoid 

ñreinventing the wheel,ò TZD is making 

a new Sharepoint site available to TZD 

stakeholders in early 2018.   

 An online toolkit has been developed 

to provide a central place to store and 

share those materials.  The new toolkit 

is accessible through a SharePoint 

TZD 101 and Beyond ï A TZD Toolkit  
An online Sharepoint site to store resources and share ideas  

4ÈÅ 4:$ 4ÏÏÌËÉÔ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ 4:$ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ 

Toolkit continued on pg. 3  
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 The holiday season brings the 

prospect of parties and good times, 

but unfortunately bad decisions to 

drive drunk contributed to 27 deaths 

on Minnesota roads from the day 

before Thanksgiving through 

December 30 in the last five years 

(2012 -2016 preliminary numbers).   

 That is why each year, law 

enforcement conducts extra 

impaired driving enforcement efforts 

throughout the season.  ñThereôs so 

much excitement around the 

holidays,ò said Bob Hawkins, 

assistant commissioner, Minnesota 

Department of Public Safety. ñThe 

scary part is when drinking and 

driving are part of the festivities.  

For too many Minnesota families, 

thereôs going to be an empty seat at 

the table because of one poor choice.ò  

 TZD regions throughout Minnesota also conducted their own impaired driving efforts in support of the 

enforcement wave.  TZDôs Southeast Region utilized crashed cars to stress the deadly consequences of 

not planning a sober ride. Two separate families, who have been impacted by drunk driving, donated their 

crashed cars to Dodge County as a reminder 

that drunk driving changes lives forever.  

Counties in southeastern Minnesota will 

display the cars at community events, 

festivals and high schools throughout the 

region to show the effects of drunk driving 

on communities.   

 Several counties in the TZD Metro Region 

created holiday - themed posters encouraging 

people to find a sober ride. The posters 

stressed that as Minnesotans head out to 

celebrate the holidays, enforcement will also 

be ñgoing outò for the holidays.  Posters 

were distributed throughout their respective 

counties at liquor establishments and on 

community billboards.   

 Minnesota Department of Public Safety 

staff kicked off the 2017 holiday 

enforcement wave by hosting a news 

conference the week of Thanksgiving, but 

also scheduled several traveling DWI events 

throughout the state to keep driving sober in 

the forefront of everyoneôs mind.  

 Outreach events took place in Duluth, Rochester, St. Cloud and Minnetonka.  A festive display was set up 

with drunk goggles, bean bag toss game and other impaired driving information.  Passersby could even 

try their hand at a game of beanbags  ð with and without the fatal vision goggles  ð to learn firsthand 

how their motor skills and basic functions become hindered while under the influence.   

 But the event also focused on the ultimate consequence of driving under the influence: fatal vehicle 

collisions.   Scott Wasserman,  public information officer for DPS, said the DWI continued on pg. 9  

 Keeping the Holidays Happy  
 Holiday DWI Efforts  

΅9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÇÁÕÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ΄Ó 
ÆÁÃÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒȢȢȢÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÈÏ× ÔÒÁÇÉÃ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȟ΅ ÓÁÉÄ 3ÈÅÒÉǟ 3ÃÏÔÔ 2ÏÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
$ÏÄÇÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 3ÈÅÒÉǟ΄Ó /ǣÃÅȢ 

4ÈÅ #ÈÉÓÁÇÏ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 4:$ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎÔÁ  ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ 
ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ $7) ÐÏÓÔÅÒȢ 
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TZD Toolkit continued from pg. 1  

 The toolkit has been sorted into various driving behaviors and TZD categories such as impairment, 

distraction and seat belts.  Users click on the category to access available resources pertaining to that 

category.  Stakeholders can also download materials from the toolkit, and once downloaded, many 

resources can be modified (dates, locations, etc.) to match events in their own communities.  

 One specific set of resources found in the toolkit is materials designed to provide an overview of 

Minnesotaôs TZD program to new stakeholders.  ñThe toolkit really grew out of this idea of a óTZD 101ô 

course,ò said Susan Youngs, Metro TZD regional coordinator.  ñWhenever a new stakeholder began 

working with TZD, we found that we were using the same information over and over to explain the 

program to them.  We wanted to make this information available to everyone instead of each person 

having to repeatedly create their own materials.ò  
  

 Additional features built in to the toolkit include:  

 Announcement Section  

 Announcements and other information 

regarding the toolkit are listed on the home 

page.  The current announcement instructs 

users who are part of a funded coalition to 

consult with their grant manager for 

approval prior to using materials 

downloaded from the toolkit.  

 Calendar  

 The toolkit calendar lists upcoming TZD 

and traffic -safety - related events, such as 

workshops, the state conference and 

enforcement waves.  In order to keep the 

calendar from being overpopulated and hard 

to read, stakeholders are asked to keep 

their postings to unique events they are 

coordinating.   

 Search Filters  

 The toolkit contains two search filter 

options to make finding resources even 

easier.   The first option allows users to set filters that will search through the entire toolkit, while the 

second option programs the filter to search only a specific behavior category selected by the user.  

 Team Discussion Boards (Interactive)  

 Discussion boards provide an area where stakeholders can informally share ideas, ask questions of 

each other, share challenges and request advice and assistance from other stakeholders.  Note:  

Conversations and comments posted on the discussion board will be public.  

 Call for Content  

 Toolkit owners are continually looking for materials to store on the toolkit.  ñThe goal is to have a wide 

range of materials from all eight TZD regions,ò said Annette Larson, Southwest/South Central TZD 

Regional Coordinator.  ñWe want the toolkit to be an effective and helpful resource for all of our 

stakeholders, and that is only accomplished when everyone shares their materials.ò  TZD stakeholders 

are encouraged to contact their regional coordinator if they have materials they would like to see 

posted in the toolkit.    

 Next Steps  

 TZD statewide and regional coordinators showcased the toolkit at the TZD State Conference in 

October with an additional soft rollout occurring throughout December via several Skype meetings 

where stakeholders were invited to learn how to navigate and utilize the toolkit and offer feedback.  

Comments and suggestions are currently being incorporated into the toolkit, with an official rollout 

scheduled for January 2018.  Those interested in getting access to the TZD toolkit should contact their 

regional coordinators.  

 



 The Safe and Sober signs that were placed across Minnesota years 

ago are being replaced with a new TZD design.  The new TZD signs 

are not standard highway signs. Instead, like their older 

counterparts, they are designed for educational purposes.  

 ñThe Safe & Sober DWI National campaign has been dissolved for 

many years.  These signs were useful as part of the ongoing 

education campaign, but now as the TZD program in Minnesota has 

grown and the signs have aged and faded, it is time to give them a 

fresh, new look,ò states Kristine Hernandez, Statewide TZD program 

coordinator.  

 The signs should not be installed on roads and highways, but 

instead should be individually installed on separate posts or 

mountings according to the standards provided in the Minnesota 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  For parking 

areas where signs have been placed under STOP signs, it is also 

recommended to mount the new TZD sign on a separate post next to 

the STOP sign or move the TZD sign to a new location within the 

parking area.  Signs should be mounted so that they do not block the 

driverôs view of approaching traffic or another traffic control device 

such as a sign or traffic signal.  

 Due to the initial limited number of replacement signs, requestors 

will need to provide the specific location of the sign that is to be replaced and where the new sign will be 

located, so they can be tracked.  To request new signs, please contact K ristine Hernandez at 

Kristine.hernandez@state.mn.us  or call 507 -286 -7601.  
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 In Minnesota, school buses 

make at least 10,000 school 

bus trips daily. According to 

the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration, 

school buses are the safest 

mode of transportation for 

children; however, motorists 

who donôt stop for school 

buses risk childrenôs lives.   

 From August 1 through 

November 30, 2017, 458 

drivers have been cited for 

violating the school bus  

stop -arm law.  As of August 

1, 2017, those drivers faced 

a $500 fine compared to a 

$300 fine in previous years.  

State law requires all vehicles to stop for school buses when the bus driver activates the flashing red 

lights and has the crossing arm fully extended.  

   ñToo often motorists ignore the school bus laws or are too distracted to see the bus picking up or 

dropping off children until itôs too late,ò said Col. Matt Langer, chief of the Minnesota State Patrol. ñWhen 

motorists violate the law, it puts the lives of children at risk.ò 

Safe & Sober Signs Get a TZD Facelift  
New TZD signage appears across the state  

Increased Fines for School Bus Stop - Arm Violations  
Keeping students safe to and from school  

&ÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÅÎÅ ÏÆ Á ΨΦΧέ ÃÒÁÓÈ ÉÎ /ÔÓÅÇÏ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
×ÅÒÅ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÊÕÒÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÈÉÔ ÂÙ Á ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ 
ÓÔÏÐ-ÁÒÍ ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄȢ 

.Å× ÓÉÇÎÓȟ ÎÅ× ÌÏÏËȢ 
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