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“DEADLIEST COUNTIES” FOR IMPAIRED DRIVING ANNOUNCED,  

TARGETED WITH EXTRA PATROLS IN 2010  
December DWI Crackdown Continues Across State 

 
ST. PAUL — The Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS) today named the state’s 13 
deadliest counties for impaired driving that will be targeted with extra DWI patrols throughout 2010. 
Currently, a statewide December-long DWI and seat belt crackdown is being conducted. 
In 2010, enhanced DWI patrols will focus on the counties of: Anoka, Dakota, Hennepin, Olmsted, 
Otter Tail, Ramsey, Rice, St. Louis, Scott, Sherburne, Stearns, Washington and Wright. Olmsted, 
Otter Tail and Scott counties are new additions to the list, replacing the counties of Blue Earth, Crow 
Wing and Itasca.  

These 13 counties accounted for more than one-half of the state’s total alcohol-related deaths (267 of 
519) and serious injuries (605 of 1,159) during 2006–2008. The counties are determined based on the 
total number of alcohol-related deaths and serious injuries over a three-year period.  

“Sustained, increased DWI patrols are a necessary strategy in the fight against the illegal and deadly 
behavior of impaired driving,” says Jean Ryan, alcohol programs coordinator at DPS Office of 
Traffic Safety. “Minnesota can put the biggest dent in our alcohol-related deaths and injuries by 
directing resources to these areas.” 
In the last five years, 2005–2009, enhanced patrols in the state’s deadliest counties for impaired 
driving have resulted in 13,453 DWI arrests — one arrest per 16 traffic stops. More than one-half 
million Minnesotans have a DWI on record, translating to one-in-eight Minnesota drivers. 
DPS administers enhanced enforcement by combining resources of state, county and city law 
enforcement agencies. Ryan says Minnesota DWI enforcement is a model for other states due to 
successful partnerships among agencies and by conducting “high-visibility” enforcement efforts that 
employ saturated patrols along a select corridor, electronic signage and officer gear. The intent of 
high-visibility enforcement is to generate motorist and community awareness that enforcement is out 
in force, and as a result, encourage motorists make safe plans to avoid driving impaired. 
Ryan adds that a statewide ignition interlock program aimed to combat the issue of unlicensed DWI 
offenders continuing to drive — and drive impaired — following arrest is another component in the 
fight against impaired driving.  The program allows certain DWI offenders to regain driving 
privileges by having an ignition interlock device installed in their vehicles. The program expires June 
30, 2011. Information on this program is at www.MinnesotaIgnitionInterlock.org. 

Each year in Minnesota, alcohol-related crashes account for up to 200 deaths and 400 serious injuries 
costing the state around $225 million. 

 
Editor’s note: Available for download — fact sheets; county ranking of deadliest impaired driving counties; 
and EPS maps that plot the locations of alcohol-related deaths and serious injuries for the 13 counties:  
 https://mndeptpublicsafety.sharefile.com/d-sa3a69d5bac44f609. 
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2010 Minnesota “13 Deadliest Counties for Impaired Driving”  
 
2006–2008 Impaired Driving Fatalities, Serious Injuries, Costs and DWI Arrests 
Source: Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety 

 
County Ranking Alcohol-

Related 
Deaths 

Alcohol-Related 
Serious Injuries 

Estimated Cost 
of Alcohol-Related 
Deaths and Serious 

 Injuries 

DWI Arrests 

1. Hennepin  60 174 $ 80,678,000 23,882 
2. Ramsey 23 68 $ 30,995,000 9,152 
3. Anoka 28 59 $ 36,183,500 6,639  
4. St. Louis 29 57 $37,378,000 4,880 
5. Dakota 22 41 $ 28,188,000 8,446 
6. Wright 27 23 $ 32,905,500 2,405 
7. Stearns  13 31 $ 16,969,500 3,718 
8. Rice 7 36 $   10,239,5000 1,190 
9. Olmsted 11 28 $14,680,00 2,857 
10. Washington 13 23 $16,982,500 4,525 
11. Scott 12 23 $15,367,500 3,285 
12. Sherburne 12 21 $15,307,000 2,076 
13. Otter Tail 10 21 $12,996,500 1,209 
13 COUNTY 
TOTAL 267 605 $ 348,870,500 74,260 

 

“13 Deadliest Counties” Enforcement Background and Activity Report 

• The enforcement patrols targeted toward the 13 counties are federally funded. The campaign 
combines local, county and state law enforcement agencies to target specific roadways. 
• “13 Counties” 2005–2009 enforcement activity:  

o 1,275 enforcement efforts  
o 13,453 DWI arrests 

o 82,270 traffic citations  
o 214,187 traffic stops. 

 
 


