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Goal 1 – Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries
Regional Steering Committee
Background: In 2006, the southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Steering Committee
developed the traffic safety mission and goals for the region in order to move toward zero deaths
for traffic-related crashes.
Problem Statement: In 2006, there were 494 deaths on Minnesota roadways and 69 of these
deaths occurred on southeast Minnesota roadways – an unacceptable number. Southeast
Minnesota TZD includes partners from the 11-county area (Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue,
Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha and Winona) who work together to create
initiatives and programs to reduce traffic fatalities.
A regional strategic plan was developed in order to identify goals and strategies to accomplish the
mission. In 2011, the data was reviewed and two of the three subcommittee goals had been met
as well as nearly attaining the overall fatality reduction goal. As a result, a new strategic plan and
new goals were set, beginning in 2012.
Mission: To move southeast Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads using education,
enforcement, engineering, and emergency medical and trauma services.
Goal 1 – Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries
To continuously decrease traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in southeast Minnesota
from the past 5-year average (2015-2019) of 44 fatalities and 164 serious injuries. Note: New
injury definitions were introduced in 2016 and may have contributed to a higher reported
number of serious injuries.
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The chart above shows trends in fatalities from 2011 to 2019 within the Southeast TZD Region.
The green bars show the necessary progress required to meet our target goal of no more than
225 fatalities statewide in 2025. Statewide, this translates into 23 fewer traffic fatalities every
year. The regional numbers are scaled based on the number of fatalities within the TZD Region
from 2016-2018.

Next steps:
At the last Steering Committee meeting we discussed forming subcommittees that would focus on
specific areas based on our regional crash data. The subcommittees would identify action-oriented
strategies and would use the tactics outlined in the SHSP as a starting point to determine the best
steps in moving forward. Regional Coordinator is currently participating in the Motorcycle Safety
Advisory Task Force and Child Passenger Safety Task Force. Regional Coordinator has been asked
to work on forming a Commercial Motor Vehicle Task Force as well as a Speed Task Force. In the
process of identifying individuals to become champions.

Challenges:
This year has presented many COVID-related challenges. The Steering Committee was unable to meet
in-person, but continued to meet regularly via Skype. The TZD Safe Roads Coordinators were assigned
COVID-related duties, so were unable to participate in TZD activities from March-September, but we
were able to schedule two Safe Roads Coordinator meetings via Skype. We were unable to schedule
regular media events as the enforcement periods were postponed, but continued to work with
partners to get our messages out via social media. The 16th annual workshop was canceled due to
COVID, but in order to continue building partnerships, TZD updates were sent on a regular basis.
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Successes:
The Southeast Minnesota TZD program aims to create a collaborative, comprehensive,
regional approach to reduce traffic-related deaths and severe injuries. As part of these
efforts, an annual workshop is held to help facilitate the implementation of TZD in all
southeast Minnesota communities. The 16th annual Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero
Deaths Workshop was canceled due to COVID.



Continued to develop partnerships with Wisconsin State Patrol, various law enforcement
agencies from Wisconsin as well as the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. The 2nd
annual MN/WI cross-border media event was canceled due to COVID, but partnered with
Wisconsin for the annual fall “Flood Run” news release.



Community outreach with events focused on:
 Seat belts
 Impaired Driving
 Distracted Driving
 Speed
 Hands-free Law
 Motorcycle Safety
 Pedestrian Safety



Completed monthly reports accurately and timely.



4-E coalitions continue to expand across the region in both funded and unfunded
coalitions All of the southeast counties now have an active Safe Roads Coalition as
well as an active Fatal Review Committee.



Continued partnership with Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office social media specialist to
create numerous videos to coincide with enforcement periods.


Hands-Free
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/3415417268647
90/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwdzw4BrZR0



Impaired Driving
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/453381865369650/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsM4jTXS_Pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuApv7wyKr8



Pedestrian Safety
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/2196034270542669/
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Represented TZD in the Highway 52 Advisory Committee meeting Feb. 25, 2020. This
project will require working with many landowners and businesses regarding the
planning and execution of a possible interchange and roadway modifications. TZD
involvement was requested due to the closing of access points along the corridor due
to safety improvements. The meeting included MnDOT, Goodhue County and township
officials from Leon, Stanton, and Cannon Falls.



Represented TZD in the Highway 14 Interchange Advisory Committee meeting. As the
Dodge County TZD coordinator, I was involved in this discussion (known as the
deadliest stretch of roadway) for than 12 years, so it was exciting to see that funding
was secured. Construction began fall of 2019 and is scheduled to conclude in 2021.



Participated in County Highway Safety Improvement planning in southeast counties. TZD
traffic-safety culture, vision, mission and goals were presented at each meeting
attended. This helped to build and maintain relationships with county agencies.



Continued to develop relationships with local media. Media advisory, news release
and all talking points were developed for events. Media packets were completed and
distributed at each media event. KTTC-TV, KIMT-TV, KAAL-TV, WXOW-TV, FOX-29,
Rochester Post-Bulletin, Dodge County Independent, Star Herald and KROC talk radio
covered regional events.



Worked with county engineers and southeast TZD law
enforcement grantees to identify locations for replacement of
the Safe & Sober signs. More than 50 Safe & Sober signs have
been replaced with updated TZD signs in Dodge, Goodhue,
Fillmore, Houston, Olmsted, Rice, Wabasha, Winona.



Local government presentations included the TZD mission,
vision and goals as well as updates on local efforts, successes
and challenges. State and local TZD representatives from each
of the 5 Es were invited.




Goodhue County Board
Rice County Board

At least four presentations were postponed due to COVID.





Dundas
Northfield
Olmsted County
Rochester City Council
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Active funded coalitions
Assisted and supported the funded TZD Safe Roads coordinators in various capacities
throughout the year with supplies needed, assistance with events or directing to
appropriate resources. It is important to note that many of the active funded coalition
leaders were reassigned to COVID duties and were unable to work TZD efforts from
March-September.








Fillmore
Houston
Goodhue
Olmsted
Rice
Wabasha
Winona

Active unfunded coalitions
Assisted and supported the unfunded Freeborn County TZD Safe Roads coordinator in
various capacities throughout the year with supplies needed, assistance with events, or
directing to appropriate resources.
Facilitated the Dodge, Mower and Steele County Safe Roads coalitions. Was responsible
for maintaining the coalition networks, meeting agendas, minutes and all activities and
events as requested.





Dodge County
Freeborn County
Mower County
Steele County
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Regional Workshop – Canceled
Southeast Minnesota TZD Workshop
May 6, 2020
The 16th annual Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Workshop was scheduled to be held
May 6 in Rochester. More than 200 traffic safety professionals attend each year, representing
11 counties. The agenda was complete and Save the Dates were distributed, but it was
ultimately canceled due to COVID.
The Southeast Minnesota TZD program aims to create a collaborative, comprehensive and
regional approach to reduce traffic deaths and severe injuries. As part of these efforts, an annual
workshop is held to help facilitate the implementation of TZD in all southeast Minnesota
communities. Encouraged to attend are law enforcement, engineers, educators, emergency
medical services, local policymakers and other traffic safety advocates.
The workshop participants are surveyed annually and each year the survey respondents rate the
workshop with high marks and urge the planning team to continue to have the workshop annually.
Anecdotally, the networking and forming relationships across the “4 E” boundaries continues in
southeast Minnesota.
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Regional Seat Belt Survey Results
The Southeast Minnesota TZD Steering Committee wanted to show the regional trends in the
area, and therefore, began collecting their regional data beginning in 2006, enlisting the help of
DPS OTS evaluators to set up a scientifically significant survey. The 2006-2020 results are shown
below. As of April 2020, the seat belt compliance rate in southeast Minnesota was 87.4 percent.
Should be noted that the survey was done during COVID. As a region, our long-term goal is to
achieve 100 percent usage rate. Our short-term goal is to see a continuous increase in the usage
rate each year.

The seat belt efforts focused this past year on educational activities, such as partnering with law
enforcement on a regional level with the various mobilizations, as well as educating citizens in
southeast Minnesota and state lawmakers. Focus for the upcoming year will continue with
educational efforts, combined with law enforcement mobilizations, educating parents through
driver education and worksites throughout the region.

Regional Seat Belt Efforts


Regional Seat Belt Challenge/Championship
Students from each county planned to participate in a Regional Seat Belt
Championship. Students would have been timed on how quickly they could move to
each seating position in a car and buckle up. Each school would have crowned a
champion in early May. The winning school would have received a traveling trophy and
banner to display at their school. The winning team from each school would have
competed for the overall championship on May 21. The event was canceled due to
COVID.
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 Regional Seat Belt news conference
Canceled due to COVID.

 Regional TZD Seat Belt event at the Rochester Honkers
Canceled due to COVID.

 Seat Belt Demonstration at the Kasson Police Department
Partnered with Kasson Police and Kasson Fire at their open house to emphasize that seat
belts can save lives. We used the State Patrol rollover simulator to engage the
community and demonstrate the importance of seat belt use. We also distributed traffic
safety materials. More than 300 people attended the event.

 Dodge County Seat Belt Project
As a county-wide project, law enforcement officers across Dodge County rewarded students
and school staff at all three high schools for making the life-saving choice to buckle up. Dodge
County law enforcement distributed free fountain drink coupons and buckle up wrist bands to
high school students and staff who are wearing their seat belts. This event was a great
reminder to all motorists that seat belts save lives. See pages 34-35 for media coverage.
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Education and Public Engagement in Schools
Partnered with regional Safe Roads coordinators to provide educational events at local
high schools. Events including seat belt stenciling and seat belt checks were completed
through March. Many spring events were canceled due to COVID.

Regional Distracted Driving Efforts
 Augmented Reality Distracted Driving Education Simulator (ARDDES)
Participated in Mayo High School media event with ARDDES. Participants in ARDDES
simulations sit in the driver's seat of an immobile vehicle with key function features
including the steering wheel, turn signals and pedals while wearing a Meta2 headmounted augmented reality display that presents them with realistic scenarios. See page
31 for media coverage.


Education and Public Engagement in Schools
Worked with regional Safe Roads coordinators to provide education at regional high
schools and businesses. Events including the distracted driving simulator, Wheel of
Distraction, Snapchat obstacle courses and pledging to Never Drive Distracted were
completed throughout the year. Regional coordinator organized and executed the
following:



Rochester Community and Technical College
Kasson-Mantorville High School

Distracted Driving Event at Kasson-Mantorville High School
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Regional Impaired Driving Education Efforts


Holiday Impaired Driving kickoff
Two full-time dedicated DWI officers were introduced at the DWI enforcement kickoff at
the Olmsted County Government Center. Speakers included; Chief Jim Franklin, Rochester
Police Department; Sheriff Kevin Torgerson, Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office; Jessica
Schleck, Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Regional Coordinator and Capt.
Bogojevic, Minnesota State Patrol. See pages 32-34 for media coverage.



Impaired Driving event at Rochester Community and Technical College
Partnered with the Rochester Police Department, the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office,
State Patrol and the RCTC basketball team to host an impaired driving event during
Student Success Day. Students and staff had the opportunity to shoot baskets and throw
bean bags wearing impaired driving goggles. More than 300 students participated in the
event.
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Voluntary Preliminary Breath Testing (PBT)
TZD partnered with the Rochester Police Department and Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office
to offer voluntary Preliminary Breath Testing (PBT) to community members at three
Thursdays Downtown events in Rochester. The monthly events were canceled due to
COVID.



Responsible Beverage Server Training
Regional Responsible Beverage Server training was offered in Dodge, Olmsted, Wabasha,
Winona, Fillmore and Houston counties.



Education and Public Engagement in Schools
Partnered with regional Safe Roads coordinators to provide education at regional high
schools. Events including the DWI obstacle course and various drunk goggle activities
were completed throughout the year, although any scheduled from March - June were
canceled due to COVID.



DWI Crash Car
Coordinated the DWI crash car calendar. The car was scheduled to be used at numerous
festivals and high schools across the region to remind the community of the dangers of
driving impaired, March - September events were canceled due to COVID.






Kasson-Mantorville High School
Pine Island High School
Zumbrota High School
Kasson Police/Fire Open House
South Central College

South Central College – Rice County

Kasson-Mantorville Homecoming Parade
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Regional Speed Efforts
 Annual Speed Poster
Once a year, regional traffic safety stakeholders pose for a regional
Speed photo to use with local news releases to distribute in their
communities. In previous years, the event was held in Lanesboro,
Northfield, Owatonna, Red Wing, Rochester, Winona, Kasson, Lake
City, Albert Lea, Austin, Rochester, and Owatonna and most recently
in Winona. The photo shoot is used to recognize the 4Es. TZD uses an
interdisciplinary approach pairing education, enforcement,
engineering, and emergency medical and trauma services. This photo
has occurred for many years and has rotated through the 11 counties.
This group has expanded to include other “E”s such as ambulance,
snow plows and sometimes crash cars to show the unity of TZD and
that we all work together. The poster helps to shows the
partnership, and more importantly, helps with relationship
building amongst the groups. Unfortunately, this event was
canceled due to COVID, but we were able to schedule a fall
photo without a media event.

The picture reached more than 30,000 people and had nearly 7500 engagements in the first 12 hours

Hamilton Boat Launch in Winona County
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Border-to-Border Speed Saturation
Border-to-Border multiagency Speed enforcement was coordinated along Highway 14
through five southeast counties on July 3, 2020. Southeast TZD partnered with the
Southern Minnesota Law Enforcement Liaison and local law enforcement to
incorporate regional educational outreach.

Results of the Multiagency Speed Enforcement Saturation:
The multiagency Speed enforcement resulted in 338 stops and 124 speed citations issued
on Friday, July 6. A media advisory with information regarding the saturation was
distributed prior to the event as well as a news release following the event. Electronic
messaging boards were deployed displaying the enforcement message.

Agency
Kasson Police
Department
Minnesota State Patrol
Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office
Steele County
Sheriff’s Office
Lewiston Police
Department
La Crescent Police
Department
Olmsted County
Sheriff’s Office
Winona County
Sheriff’s Office
Owatonna Police
Department
St. Charles Police
Department
Rochester Police
Department

Traffic Speed
Stops Citations
19
12
147
10

61
3

16

7

No
report
3
0
26

8

15

1

91

29

11

3

No
report
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Regional Motorcycle Safety Efforts
 Spring Flood Run MN/WI Cross-Border Media Event
Canceled due to COVID.

 Fall Flood Run MN/WI Cross-Border Media Advisory
Partnered with Wisconsin State Patrol and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation to
remind the public that law enforcement from both sides of the river will be out in full force.

 Motorcycle Safety to Motorcycle Dealerships
Partnered with State Patrol to meet with local motorcycle dealers. We spoke with them
about the importance of working with their customers to buy appropriate sized motorcycles,
encouraging customers to wear safety gear and to register for the motorcycle skills courses.
They were given handouts to distribute to customers.

Regional Pedestrian Safety Efforts
 Pedestrian Yard Signs
Pedestrian yard signs were displayed in six counties including; Dodge, Fillmore, Houston, Rice,
Wabasha and Olmsted County.

 Pedestrian Safety Video
Partnered with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office to develop a pedestrian safety video. It was
viewed more than 2,000 times.
Link: https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/2196034270542669/
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Region Goal 2 – TZD Partnership Goals
To continuously increase TZD awareness and partnerships across southeast Minnesota for
both the general public and traffic safety professionals.

Building Relationships within the Region
Relationships continue to be reinforced and formed through traffic safety advocates
participating in the monthly Steering Committee meetings, regional activities and news
conferences and the Southeast Minnesota TZD annual workshop.
Although this is not quantitative data analysis, the Steering Committee stakeholders believe that
all of the regional initiatives are successful because of the networking/connections that have
been made in the region as well as statewide.

Building Relationships – TZD Website
Efforts were made to ensure that all Southeast Minnesota TZD workshop materials, presentations,
crash maps and media stories were updated on the regional website.

Building Relationships – Southeast Minnesota TZD end-of-year report
In addition to creating the end-of-year report for grant purposes, the regional report is also
distributed to all of the District’s state and federal legislators in the MnDOT District 6 Legislative
Report. The District Engineer meets annually with all legislators and the TZD report is included in
this discussion and booklet. The end-of- year report is also posted online and distributed to the
Southeast Minnesota Steering Committee.

Building internal and external relationships:













Participated in TZD enforcement award presentations as able
Participated in quarterly Stakeholder Breakfast
Participated in TZD Leadership meetings
Partnered with State Patrol to meet with local motorcycle dealers. Spoke with them
about the importance of working with their customers to buy appropriate sized
motorcycles, encouraging their customers to wear safety gear and to register for the
motorcycle skills courses. They were given handouts to distribute to customers.
Followed up throughout the year to update handouts and to continue developing
relationships with owners and staff.
Bi-monthly Steering Committee meetings
Participation in quarterly regional Fatal and Serious Injury Review committees
 Facilitated all Dodge, Mower and Steele County meetings
Participation in bi-monthly regional TZD Safe Roads coalition meeting
 Facilitated all Dodge, Mower and Steele County meetings
Hosted quarterly TZD Safe Roads coordinator meetings for regional Safe Roads coordinators
Attend Southern Minnesota Regional Trauma Advisory (SMRTAC) meetings when possible
Minnesota State Patrol – New TZD Sgt. presentation
TZD vision, mission, goals presentation to 4 county boards throughout the region
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Developed partnership with the Vice President of Community and Economic Development
for Southeast Minnesota
Developed partnership with a member of the Railway Safety Committee
Joined the MN Motorcycle Safety Advisory Task Force, meeting postponed due to COVID
Participated in the MN Child Passenger Safety Advisory Task Force
Participated in the Southern MN Pedestrian Safety Summit - TZD/Pedestrian Safety
presentation was completed
Participated in TZD website resign
Participated in Multimodal Research Council meetings
Participated in out-of-state traffic-safety conferences including; FHWA, Utah, AASHTO
GHSA, the Columbia Center for Injury Science and
Prevention and Lifesavers
Scheduled to participate in State Patrol Oral Boards for
trooper selection – Canceled
TZD presentation to D6 District employees – Canceled
Planned to attend the Regional EMS Conference – Canceled
Planned to attend the Dodge County Business Expo –
Canceled

Region Goal 2 – TZD Partnership Goals
Engineering
Low cost, high benefit engineering safety improvements
continue on both state and local roadways. The district
and each county are implementing safety plans to
further reduce crashes. Although many factors affect
traffic-related fatalities – including the economy, driver
behavior and weather – the fact remains that many
traffic safety professionals continue to look at proactive
and systematic ways to reduce fatalities and serious
injuries due to crashes.
County engineers continue to implement safety projects
that were identified in the county highway safety plans.
District 6 county engineers are collaborating and
applying for Highway Safety Improvement Program grants together to make roadway improvements
proactively and systematically. The direction was to identify low cost, high benefit safety initiatives, e.g.
rumble strips/rumble stripes, curve delineation, improved edge lines, intersection lighting and
intersection signing improvements on the county system.
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County Safety Projects – 2019

Building internal and external relationships – Engineering









Was actively involved in Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) discussion
Participated in the Highway 14 Advisory Committee
Participated in the Highway 14 groundbreaking ceremony
Participated in County Highway Safety Plan updates in southeast counties
Participated in the Red Wing bridge ceremony
Continued to represent TZD in the Highway 52 Goodhue County Improvement Planning Project
Participated in Coffee and Conversation in Kasson to discuss Dodge County transportation
projects, issues & ideas
Served as a resource to all city, county and state engineers as requested
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KAAL-TV
11.20.2019
Distracted driving simulator visits Mayo High School
By: Jaclyn Harold

Link: https://www.kaaltv.com/news/distracted-driving-mayo-high-school-simulator-hands-free-law-rochestermn-latest/5559097/?cat=10151
(ABC 6 News) -- The hands-free law went into effect on August 1, but it seems that some drivers across the state
of Minnesota still haven't adjusted to the new conditions, and for young drivers, the law is even stricter. To clear
up any confusion of the way the current hands-free law applies, Minnesota State Patrol posted to their
Facebook a reminder of how the law affects teen drivers.
"If you have a provisional driver's license or a driver's permit then you cannot use your phone at all, so it just has
to be totally hands-free," said Sergeant Troy Christianson of Minnesota State Patrol. Coincidentally, the day
officials put out a reminder, Mayo High school got a visit from a traveling simulator that also stresses the
dangers of texting and driving.
Many of the students shared that even though they know distracted driving is dangerous, the simulator was still
very important to experience because, for some, this reality may take more time to set in. "Teens mostly feel
invincible like they can do whatever they want, we're young but actually bringing this here sort of puts us in the
shoes of someone who is in the situation, " said Isaac Ackerman, who is a student at Mayo High school.
Ackerman says even though he doesn't drive yet, he already has ways to prevent himself from falling into
distractions. Other students agree that the selfies can wait. "It's really not cool because you're putting everyone
in your car and everyone around you in danger," said Audrey Van-Brunt, who was one of the first students in her
class to try the simulator. It's not real, but it's real enough for students to see the damage that a few seconds on
your phone can cause. "The kids sit down in the car, in the driver's seat of the car and we'll have them get their
speed up to 30, and then we'll have them get on their cell phones and we're trying to distract them to show
them how quickly things can go wrong once they're distracted," said Julie Piotrowski, one of the 3 Brand
Ambassadors from the PEERS Foundation in Grand Rapids, MI.
The simulator travels state to state on grants, allowing students to see what real-life scenarios can occur
because distracted driving happens everywhere.
"It's just, it's getting so bad out there. It's become so normalized for people to be on their cell phones while
they're driving," said Piotrowski.
"The simulation proves how difficult it is to be distracted, to be on your phone while you're driving," said VanBrunt."
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KAAL-TV
11.27.19
RPD dedicates officer to DWI enforcement
By: Talia Milavetz
Link: https://www.kaaltv.com/news/rpd-rochester-police-department-latest-dwi-enforcementlaw/5565298/?cat=10151

(ABC 6 News) -- The Wednesday before Thanksgiving is one of the heaviest drinking days of the year.
"From this time frame through Christmas and New Year’s there's more DUI drivers on the road every
night," said Officer Eric Christenson with the Rochester Police Department. Several local law
enforcement agencies are teaming up to fight impaired driving with extra enforcement from now until
December 28th. "Olmsted County is ranked one of the worst counties for DWIs in the state. The county
has seen too many drunk driving related deaths. 52 from 2013 to 2017,” said Olmsted County Sheriff
Kevin Torgerson.
It’s been four years since the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office assigned a deputy to focus specifically on
DWI enforcement. Last month, the Rochester Police Department followed suit, assigning Officer Eric
Christenson to the task. "It's one of those ways you can do it without even anybody ever knowing. It's
just that silent person out there keeping everybody safe," said Christenson. Lt. Tom Faudskar said since
Christenson started in October, he’s made a huge difference. "I see the reports that come in and it’s
just about every night Officer Christenson works he's able to make a DUI arrest and that's obviously
making a huge difference on the safety of our roads," he said. The Rochester Police Department is one
of 18 law enforcement agencies across the state to receive funding for a dedicated DWI officer from
the Office of Traffic Safety. The Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office received the same grant when the
program began in 2015. "I believe this is a great step from Rochester Police Department to show our
dedication to keep the roadways safe and keep impaired drivers off our roadways,” said
Christenson. Making the holidays a little safer for everyone.
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KIMT-TV
11.27.19
Extra holiday season DWI enforcement begins day before Thanksgiving
By: Annalise Johnson
Link: https://www.kimt.com/content/news/Extra-holiday-season-DWI-enforcement-begins-day-beforeThanksgiving-565550731.html

ROCHESTER, Minn. - The day before Thanksgiving is one of the biggest nights for drinking of the whole
year. From November 27th to December 28th, Minnesota law enforcement is stepping up DWI
enforcement. This time of year, college students are home for the holidays and more people are
attending holiday parties. Two full-time dedicated DWI officers will be patrolling Olmsted County
during peak drinking and driving times. The Rochester Police Department is one of 18 Minnesota law
enforcement agencies to receive funds for a dedicated DWI officer from the Office of Traffic Safety.
KIMT News 3's Annalise Johnson rode along with Minnesota State Patrol Trooper Mitch Elzen to see
what a weekend overnight shift is like for a trooper. "My only goal is to remove drunk drivers or
drugged drivers, impaired drivers," says Trooper Elzen. Getting drunk drivers off the road is a mission
close to his heart. In 1982, his father was violently struck by a drunk driver. His injuries affect him to
this day. To date, he's had 25 surgeries and 7 hip replacement related to his collision, walks with a
cane, and his back and ankle are fused. "I don't think people really think about the consequences that
come along with those decisions," explains Elzen. "You cause that crash, now you have consequences
coming down the line the rest of your life, so it's very important to get them off the road before they
crash and hurt themselves or hurt another family."
Elzen arrested 150 people for driving impaired in 2018. In the past 5 years, 126,000 people have been
arrested for DWI in Minnesota. 12,000 of those happened during the holiday season.
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KIMT-TV
01.03.2020
Preliminary data shows 364 traffic deaths in Minnesota in 2019
By: Annalise Johnson
Link: https://www.kimt.com/content/news/Preliminary-data-shows-364-traffic-deaths-in-Minnesota-in-2019566702051.html

KIMT NEWS 3 - According to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, preliminary reports show there were
364 traffic deaths on Minnesota roads in 2019. There were 381 in 2018.
At least 27 of these deaths were distraction-related, 71 were speed-related, at least 102 were alcohol-related,
and 72 were not wearing seatbelts.
44 were motorcyclists, 11 were bicyclists, and 50 were pedestrians.

KAAL-TV
09.30.20
Local law enforcement challenge seat belt safety
Link: https://www.kaaltv.com/rochester-minnesota-news/seatbelt-safety-law-enforcement/5880057/

(ABC 6 News) - Two-hundred eighty five people have died on Minnesota roads so far this year.
According to preliminary reports from the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, nearly a quarter of those deaths were
people not wearing seatbelts.
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Advertisement
In 2019, 73 unbelted motorists lost their lives on Minnesota roads.
In an effort to try and cut down on those kind of fatalities and to educate young drivers, the group Towards Zero Deaths
teamed up with local law enforcement to challenge kids to buckle up.
"We see a lot of traffic fatalities throughout Minnesota, a lot of them due to not wearing a seat belt. So just one of those
things, if we can encourage kids, if we can get them to start driving and learning that behavior, it's going to be easier in
the long run when they start early," says Jesse Kasel, Kasson Police Department.
Students and staff at Kasson-Mantorville, Triton and Hayfield High schools were all a part of the challenge.
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