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A Changing Landscape



• Alcohol is always a concern with impaired driving.

• Drug-related DWIs are a growing problem.

• Cannabis legalization is increasing across the U.S. 

• Drivers need to know that any number of substances can 
impair their driving and to make safe choices.

• We need to use messaging that familiarizes Minnesotans 
impaired driving dangers overall.
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A Changing Landscape
September 2018

Impairment is Impairment Whether Drugs or Alcohol
Poor Choices Highlight Extra DWI Enforcement

 
Drunk Driving Arrests 
∙ St. Paul police report about 20 percent of their DWI arrests during the campaign 

were people who were under the influence of a controlled substance. 
∙ In the city of Baxter, police made six DWI arrests. Four of those arrests were due to 

being impaired by drugs.
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We Knew This Day Was Coming – Legalization



Compared to drunk driving, 
would you say drugged driving is a…

We Knew This Day Was Coming – Legalization



How dangerous do you think it is 
for someone to drive within 2 hours
after consuming marijuana?
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To the best of your knowledge, can drivers who are impaired by medications or 
drugs be arrested for DWI?

We Knew This Day Was Coming – Legalization



Educating Minnesotans leading up to August 1 and moving forward.
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We Knew This Day Was Coming – Legalization

Moving Forward
• Media relations

• Online resources

• Collateral

• General outreach

• Continued learning from other states and national resources

• Working with the cannabis industry



Thank You!


