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What is New/Useful Tips



DWI MODULE USAGE

• 100% Voluntary!

• Past 86 consecutive months

• 99.99% of all DWI’s created through 
eCharging 
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Usage Continued

• Federal fiscal year 2023:
– 26,751  DWI’s in eCharging

– Five created via paper
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QUESTIONS & E-CHARGING ISSUES
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USER ACCOUNTS

Current info?
Preferences
Subscriptions
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SELECT TWO:
• Scroll past criminal complaints to DWI Events
• Check the two options shown below
• Change both to By Me (instead of By My Agency)



INTEGRATION WITH BCA BREATH LAB

eCharging DWI and DMT 
instrument databases are 

linked by 
arresting agency ORI
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OFF-ROAD RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DWI 
• As of July 2021 users can process ORVs

• How to enter vehicle information?

• eCharging Check “No License Plate” box on vehicle details page

9



OFF-ROAD RECREATIONAL VEHICLE DWI 
•Vehicle type

•VIN? = XXX
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PLATE IMPOUNDMENT LAW  
169A.60

•eCharging will produce a form for the 
following situations

•DWI
– (or CDL disqualification) within 10 years of prior 

impaired driving incident.

• DWI conviction or DWI revocation

– with alcohol-concentration of .16 or greater.

– with child under age 16 in vehicle.

• Cancelled Inimical to Public Safety(Paper form)



LAW REVISED 8-1-2023

•Plate impoundment now only applies to the 
plates on the vehicle being driven at the time 
of arrest.

•Other vehicles registered to the offender are 
no longer revoked.



VEHICLE FORFEITURE
169A.63

Statute was revised 1/1/2022
Vehicle forfeitures are only triggered for:

•First degree DWI violation

•DWI within ten years of two priors
– Impaired driving incidents
• DWI conviction, or
• DWI revocation



114,271 search warrant applications

44,668 (39%) for DWI’s

SEARCH WARRANT VOLUME
AS OF 11/12/2023



BLOOD OR URINE SEARCH WARRANTS

YOU ARE DIRECTING – NOT ASKING!

• You have a court order
•Refusal requires refusal of both blood & urine
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STATE V. NASH

At the time a blood or urine test is directed 

pursuant to a search warrant, the person must be 

informed that refusal to submit to a blood or urine 

test is a crime.

There is a case on appeal with the MN Supreme Court where the trooper 
advised the driver that refusal to take a blood test is a crime.  Had the blood 
test been refused, the trooper would have directed a urine sample and advised 
that refusal to take a urine sample is a crime.

The issue before the court is that the statute states that the person must be 
informed that refusal to submit to a blood or urine test is a crime.  The appeals 
court seems to want the statement given at once, not in two parts.



STATE V. NASH

To be on the safe side of the impending ruling, 
inform the driver that refusal to submit to a 
BLOOD AND URINE test is a crime. Include both.



WHAT IF BREATH TEST STARTED FIRST?

• If you start down the breath path and need to obtain a 
search warrant for a blood or urine sample, DO NOT open a 
new DWI event.  Use the original one and just change the 
test type from breath to BLOOD OR URINE … or refused



ECHARGING INTEGRATION WITH 

BCA TOXICOLOGY LAB

Lab & eCharging are linked by kit numbers

1. Ensure that U or B are entered with 6-digits
 No space between letter and numbers
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IMPORTANT!
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After obtaining a blood or urine sample, return to your DWI event 
and complete all of the fields in the incident details page, except 
for the test result. Click ‘Submit to Lab’.



WAIT FOR CONFIRMATION
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SEARCH WARRANT TEXT
• If font becomes too small when 

pasting from Word to search warrant 
application:

• Paste into Notepad first



SEARCH WARRANT HIGHLIGHTS

• Issued search warrants are automatically purged 

from eCharging after 2-years.
– Save copy because they are GONE after 2-years.

• Prosecutors and records staff DO NOT have access to 
search warrants in eCharging so ensure that you save 
an electronic or paper copy.
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MUST E-FILE WITH THE COURT

• Must be eFiled with the court that issued the search 
warrant.

• WITHIN TEN DAYS AFTER ITS DATE!

• Determine who in your agency files them with court
– Save paper copy or PDF of search warrant



INVENTORY, RECEIPT  RETURN

Officer must give copy of search warrant and 
receipt...
– To the person evidence was taken from.
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CRIMINAL VEHICULAR OPERATION

CRIMINAL VEHICULAR HOMICIDE
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Reminder that for a CVO crime, the injury must be to 
someone OTHER than the impaired driver.



CRIMINAL VEHICULAR OPERATION/HOMICIDE

§ 171.177.13
“…Provides authority, if necessary, to take 
a test despite the person’s refusal.”



CVO/CVH
OBTAIN BLOOD SAMPLE

Click Create new eCharging form
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CVO/CVH: GO DIRECTLY TO 
SEARCH WARRANT APPLICATION
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IF YOU DO OPEN A DWI EVENT:
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If you click Yes…
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SELECT DWI SEARCH WARRANT &
ANSWER YES TO INJURY/DEATH QUESTION
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DO NOT PROVIDE REFUSAL LANGUAGE

• Click to continue

• … but do not read refusal advisory
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BCA LAUNCHPAD ON-LINE TRAINING



THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?


