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CHARLES SLOAN III 
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COORDINATOR-HENNEPIN

EMS

• NO FINANCIAL DISCLOSURES



Between 1992-2011 (20 years), there were an annual estimated
mean of 4,500 motor vehicle traffic crashes involving an
ambulance.
Of these crashes:
•  65% resulted in property damage (only)
•  34% resulted in an injury/injuries
•  <1% resulted in a fatality/fatalities
*Injuries and fatalities include occupants in all cars involved in a traffic crash
involving an ambulance 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Office of Emergency Medical Services (OEMS) has 
published “Analysis of Ground Ambulance Crash Data from 2012 to 2018.” This 2023 analysis expands on the initial 
study on ambulance crash data from 1992-2011 published in 2014.

STATISTICS



STATISTICS

• Of the individuals killed in 173 fatal crashes between 2012 and 2018, 40.2% were occupants of the ambulance, 
52.3% were occupants of other vehicles involved in the crash, and 7.5% were nonoccupants (e.g., pedestrians, 
bicyclists).

• Overall, 45.7% of the fatal crashes occurred during emergency use of the ambulance and 28% occurred when 
lights and sirens were active.

• Almost all (92.6%) of the 27 Special Crash Investigation (SCI) crashes reviewed involved ambulance 
operator/driver error.

• Lack of proper restraint use in the cabin by both clinicians and patients was also cited in the 27 SCI reports: Only 
8.8% of clinicians were properly restrained.

• While 95.7% of patients were restrained in some manner, only 17.4% of the patients were properly restrained 
using both lateral belts and shoulder harnesses.





CRASH REVIEW COMMITTEE / IRB’S

• Does your organization have one?

• Every crash should be reviewed

• Minor / Major / Learning Opportunities

• Comprised of employees, uninvolved 3rd parties

• Don’t assign blame/fault, preventable or non-preventable?

• Allow the driver to accept responsibility
    



HEMS 445 AMBULANCE CRASH



445 CRASH

•JULY 2020

•NICE SUMMER NIGHT

•WEATHER NOT A FACTOR

•ROAD CONDITIONS OPTIMAL, DRY



LET’S WATCH 

THAT ONE 

MORE 

TIME…



AFTERMATH…

•SIGNIFICANT STRUCTURAL

DAMAGE

•FRONT-END DAMAGE

•AIRBAG DEPLOYMENT









BEWARE OF FLYING OBJECTS…



LESSONS LEARNED

1. Experience can work against us/False sense of security…sometimes.

2. There is no substitute for good driving habits/behaviors.

3. The passenger needs to assist the driver during emergency response.

4. Avoid distracted driving, includes the passenger.

5. Continually seek ways to improve driving safety.

6.Don’t become complacent!



CRASH REPORT

• FILE:///D:\445%20CRASH%207-18-2020\445%20CRASH%20ANALYSIS.PDF

file:///D:/445 Crash 7-18-2020/445 Crash Analysis.pdf
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OTHER DRIVING HAZARDS



EMERGENCY 

VEHICLE 

OPERATIONS 

COURSE

• DOES YOUR AGENCY REQUIRE AN

EVOC COURSE?

• INITIAL AND ONGOING?

• EVOC OPTIONS



THANK YOU!!

QUESTIONS?
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