
Northeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths 

Regional Workshop 

Kitchi Gammi Club 
831 East Superior Street, Duluth 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 
8:30 a.m. – 3:15 p.m. 

 

Agenda 
 

8:30 a.m.  Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 

9 a.m.   Welcome & Regional Roundup 
Capt. Lemon, Minnesota State Patrol, District 2700, and northeast Minnesota TZD 

Regional co-chair 

 

9:15 a.m.  Safe Systems Approach Implementation Plan 
Derek Leuer, PE, State Traffic Safety engineer, MnDOT Office of Traffic Engineering 
The Safe System Approach is a traffic safety management approach that, like TZD, clearly states, 
“Deaths and serious injuries are unacceptable.” This human-centered approach acknowledges 
that humans are fragile and while people make mistakes, they and others shouldn’t pay for those 
mistakes with their lives. This presentation will briefly introduce the Safe System Approach, its 
principles, and elements, and how MnDOT is developing an implementation plan to integrate SSA 
practices into its processes.  
 

9:30 a.m.  How Complete Streets Create a Safe System 
  Derek Leuer, PE, State Traffic Safety engineer, MnDOT Office of Traffic Engineering 

Our transportation system doesn’t serve just cars. They also serve our most vulnerable road 

users, people walking and biking. This presentation is about rethinking our roads to better 

accommodate vulnerable road users. Focusing on how Complete Streets and the Safe System 

Approach can help us design roadways that will help reduce speeds and crashes through design.  

10 a.m.   What’s New with Responsible Beverage Server Training? 
Cleven Duncan, Responsible Beverage Service liaison, DPS Alcohol & Gambling Enforcement 

Responsible Beverage Service Training is available to law enforcement, public health 

organizations and Alcohol and Drug community coalitions.  These classes are crucial in helping to 

reduce the societal impact of excessive alcohol consumption. 

 

10:30 a.m.  Break – Exhibits & Refreshments 
 

10:45 a.m. A Sixth Sense of Humor 
  Elias Youngblom, personal impact speaker 

  On March 16th, 2015, a wrong-way, impaired driver changed a college student’s life. 

  Since then, he has learned to live a full life with a sixth sense of humor. 

  https://www.ndvisionservices.com/news/sixth-sense-humor 

  

https://www.ndvisionservices.com/news/sixth-sense-humor


11:20 a.m. Strategic Highway Safety Plan: Minnesota Needs YOU!  

  MnDOT Staff and Alliant Engineering 

  Every five years, the Minnesota Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) is updated. It is  

  time to  update the plan – and we want your ideas! Through interactive activities and  

  discussion, help prioritize emphasis areas, identify and rank strategies and suggest local  

  champions to assist with developing a plan that works for Minnesota. 
 

12 p.m.  Lunch & Exhibits 
 

12:45 p.m.  SHSP Activity #2: Focus Area Strategies  

  MnDOT Staff and Alliant Engineering 
 

1:15 p.m.  ATV MN–Who Are We? 

Chris Conroy, ATV Minnesota Safety Committee; South Metro ATV;  
DNR Youth Safety instructor, DNR Trail ambassador 
ATV MN is the State Association representing 70 ATV clubs and ATV riding families across 

Minnesota. It promotes safe, responsible ATV riding and provides ATV clubs with the “tools” they 

need to build ATV trails for the riding public that are fun and sustainable, while protecting 

natural resources. 

 

1:30 p.m. Tribal Traffic Safety Summit Update 
Rita Karppinen – Anangikwe, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

 

1:45 p.m. Oral Fluids Updates 
  Trooper Andrew Haken, Drug Recognition evaluator, Minnesota State Patrol, District 3100 

  Learn about the Roadside Oral Fluid Pilot Project initiative, created by state legislation in 2023. 

  Hear a brief overview of the pilot project and the two devices currently being tested. 

 

2:15 p.m.  Northeast TZD Coalition Updates 
*Itasca County Safe Roads  *Arrive Alive, Northern St. Louis County 

* Pine County Safe Roads  *Lake County Safe Roads 

* Driving 4 Safe Communities *Aitkin County Safe Roads 

   Southern St. Louis & Carlton 

2:45 p.m.  SHSP Report Out 

  MnDOT Staff and Alliant Engineering 

 

3 p.m.   Wrap up & Evaluation 
Duane Hill, District Engineer, MnDOT District 1, and northeast Minnesota TZD Regional co-chair 

 

3:15 p.m.  Adjourn 
 

Please take time throughout the day to visit the traffic safety exhibit tables for reference materials and  

ideas to implement in your communities. 

  

TZD Regional Workshop Evaluation QR Code  Venue WiFi Network:  Kitchi Gammi Club  

Password:  welcomeclub  


	Agenda

