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Mission
To create a culture for which traffic fatalities and The leading cause of traffic-related deaths and
serious injuries are no longer acceptable through severe injuries in southeast Minnesota include:

the integrated application of education,
enginesering, enforcement and emergency
medical and trauma services. These efforts will
be driven by data, best practices and research. 4 Alcohol

4 Lack of Seat Belt Use
< Speed and Aggressive Driving

Southeast Minnesota Fatalities and Serious Injuries

Values by County 2019-2023
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The leading type of crash resulting in deaths and
seveare injuries include:

The Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths % Careless/Reckless Driving

program began in 2005. The counties involved & Failure to Yield

include Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue,

Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha The Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
and Winona. program is led by a Steering Committee

comprised of the "4 Es:”

%+ Enforcement

% Engineering

% Education

< EMS/Emergency Medical & Trauma Services
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Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Regional Strategic Plan

Mission
To move southeast Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads using education, enforcement, engineering,
and emergency medical and trauma services.

Goal 1 - Reduce TZD Fatality and Serious Injuries
To continuously decrease traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in southeast Minnesota.

Objectives:

A. To continuously increase regional seat belt use rates.

As of April 2023, the seat belt compliance rate in southeast Minnesota was 89 percent. This is back to
pre-pandemic (2019 = 89.0%) range. As a region, our long-term goal is to achieve a 100% usage rate.
Our short-term goal is to see a continuous increase in the usage rate each year.

B. To examine the characteristics of the unbelted fatalities and serious injuries. The 2019-2023 5-year
average in Southeast Minnesota was 10 unbelted fatalities and 24 serious injuries.

C. To continuously decrease the following:

Five Year Averages: Southeast TZD Region

Metric Impaired Speed Distraction Unbelted Total
g K Crashes 10 10 3 10 a1
g ACrashes 35 30 8 20 143
Y |K+A Crashes as 40 10 31 184
) Fatalities 11 11 3 11 45
S Alnjuires 42 38 9 24 168
€ K+A Injuries 53 48 12 34 213

Note: a crash may have more than one of the above listed or additional contributing factors.



Baseline Comparison
Total Count Averape Ave. Annual Percent Change
Metric 2023 2019-2023 S-year Avg. Region Statewide
m K Crashes a2 205 41 +0.8% +3.8%
E ACrashes 167 713 143 +7.1% +8.2%
Y K+ACrashes 208 918 184 +5.7% $73%
i Fatalities a8 225 a5 -2.5% 43.9%
5 Alnjuires 193 835 168 +5.4% +7.8%
2 K+A Injuries 239 1,064 213 43.7% +7.1%

Goal 2 - TZD Partnership Goals
To continuously increase TZD awareness and partnerships across southeast Minnesota for both the
general public and traffic safety professionals

1. Establish the vision of TZD as a priority for all region, county, city (government agencies)
A. Engage local government involvement in TZD steering committee and workshops
B. Educate/promote traffic safety awareness of city/county officials
C. Promote city/county employee education/policies that facilitate the TZD vision

Activities: Recruitment of city and county to attend TZD event, giving TZD presentations to boards/councils,
mailings/connections to Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS)

2. Create and strengthen partnerships in the region
A. Engage stakeholders
B. Develop networking relationships
C. Recruit membership of the TZD partnership

Activities: EMS Conference booth/presentation, regional workshop, web, calendar, statistics, workshop,
orientation

3. Promote and implement effective traffic safety initiatives in the region
Develop and distribute resource materials

Provide enforcement wave support in community

Promote evidence-based countermeasures

Collect data and statistics within region

Implement best practices within region

mon®EpE

Activities: web, brochure, one-pagers, presentations, news advisories, workshop, seat belt observational
survey and omnibus survey, media messaging and media events, news releases regarding activities woven into
existing messages, worksite education and policy development, parent component to driver education, sober
cab development, youth enforcement and education



Goal 1 — Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries

Regional Steering Committee

Backgroundin 2006, the southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Steering Committee
developed the traffic safety mission and goals for the region to move toward zero deaths for
traffic-related crashes.

Problem Statementin 2006, there were 494 deaths on Minnesota roadways and 69 of these
deaths occurred on southeast Minnesota roadways — an unacceptable number. Southeast
Minnesota TZD includes partners from the 11-county area (Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue,
Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha, and Winona) who work together to create
initiatives and programs to reduce traffic fatalities.

A regional strategic plan was developed to identify goals and strategies required to achieve the
mission. The data is reviewed yearly to ensure that the region continues to work to accomplish
outreach and education goals that will help attain the overall fatality reduction goal.

Mission:To move southeast Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads using education,
enforcement, engineering, emergency medical and trauma services, and everyone else.

Goal 1- Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries
To continuously decrease traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in southeast Minnesota
from the past 5-year average (2019-2023) of 45 fatalities and 168 serious injuries.

Five Year Averages: Southeast TZD Region

Metric Impaired Speed Distraction Unbelted Total
0 K Crashes 10 10 3 10 41
E A Crashes 35 30 a8 20 143
Y |K+A Crashes as 40 10 31 184
) Fatalities 11 11 3 11 45
5 Alnjuires 42 38 = 24 i68
£ K+A Injuries 53 43 12 34 213

Note: a crash may have more than one of the above listed or additional contributing factors.



Fatal and Serious Injury Crashes by Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Focus Areas
NOTE: number of crashes not people killed or seriously injured

SHS5P Focus Area 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 S-Year Trend
« Impairment 42 45 36 58 46 Increasing
9 \speed 43 46 28 36 47 Decreasing
% Unbelted 24 42 23 28 a4 Increasing
= Inattention 12 15 6 8 11 Decreasing
Comm. Vehicle 22 19 20 24 26 Increasing®
o |Motorcycle 29 36 38 43 40 Increasing®
% Pedestrian 18 16 14 24 a8 Decreasing
Bicyclist 3 4 4 3 8 Increasing
o Unlicensed 3 44 3z 24 a3 Decreasing
% Younger Driver 23 25 23 27 43 Incraasing
S | older Driver 42 38 37 46 50 Increasing*
Intersection 76 75 73 86 90 Increasing®
Z |Run-off-Road 56 70 59 i) 75 Increasing®
é Head-on 24 22 17 20 22 Decreasing
€ |Train 0 1 0 0 o Decreasing
Work Zone G 4 3 7 8 Increasing

* A 5-Year Trend with an asterisk implies a significant change {alpha=0.10); trends without an asterisk do not have enough
data to rule out zero change (i.e. no change).

2019-2023 Fatalities, Serious Injuries, and Motor Vehicle Miles Traveled Rates by County

Southeast TZD Counties Southeast TZD Counties
2019-2023 Fatality Rate (per 100MVMT) 2019-2023 Fatalities + Serious Injuries Rate (per 100MVMT)

Goodhue [ o.71 omsted ||| | T ::s
Freeborn _ 0.70 Houston _ 3.83

vower [N o.70 Goodhue ||| GGG ;-

Olmsted _ 0.64 Freeborn _ 3.42

winona [ o.s2 winona ||| T 2:¢

steele [N 0.22 steele || N 2>
Regional Rate = 0.78 Regional Rate = 3.66
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How Does the REGION Contribute?

Southeast Regional Progression to 225 in 2025
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The chart above shows trends in fatalities from 2011 to 2019 within the Southeast TZD Region.
The green bars show the necessary progress required to meet our target goal of no more than
225 fatalities statewide in 2025. Statewide, this translates into 23 fewer traffic fatalities every

year. The regional numbers are scaled based on the number of fatalities within the TZD Region
from 2016-2018.

Although the region saw an increase in fatalities in 2022 and 2023, in the first three quarters of
2024, the region experienced a decrease in fatalities. See the 2018-2024 year-to-date fatality
comparison for Southeast below.

YEAR-TO-DATE FATALITY COMPARISON
January 1 - September 30

Southeast TZD County YTD 7-Year Fatality Comparison
Jan 1st-Sep 30th

County 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024%
Dodge 6 1 3 3 2 2 0
Fillmore 5 2 2 2 0 3 2
Freeborn 0 3 4 0 5 4 5
Goodhue 7 4 2 5 4 3 4
Houston 2 2 1 2 0 4 2
Mower 1 1 2 2 1 2 2
Olmsted 6 13 11 4 7 3 8
Rice 2 2 5 3 4 10 2
Steele 1 4 3 i] 2 1 4
Wabasha 3 4 4 2 5 2 1
Winona 2 5 1 2 5 3
Total 35 a1 38 25 35 36 33
* 2024 Data are Preliminary




Successes:

e The Southeast Minnesota TZD program aims to create a collaborative, comprehensive,
regional approach to reduce traffic-related deaths and severe injuries. As part of these
efforts, an annual workshop is held to help facilitate the implementation of TZD in all
southeast Minnesota communities. More than 150 traffic-safety professionals attended
the annual Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Workshop.

e Continued to develop partnerships with Wisconsin State Patrol, various law enforcement
agencies from Wisconsin as well as the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.

e Community outreach with events focused on:
= Seat Belts
= Impaired Driving
= Distracted Driving
= Speeding
= Hands-free Law
= Motorcycle Safety
= Pedestrian Safety
= Traffic-Safety Culture
= ATV/UTV Safety

e 4-E coalitions continue to expand across the region in both funded and unfunded
coalitions. Ten of the southeast counties have an active Safe Roads Coalition as well
as an active Fatal Review Committee.

e Continued partnership with Olmsted County
Sheriff’s Office social media specialist to create
numerous social media videos to coincide with

enforcement periods. Many of the videos o EVERYONE:

included an emphasis on changing traffic-safety

culture. See examples below. D __'Zﬂ
T DEATHS

Traffic Safety Culture

Be Safe and Be Kind

Please Drive Safe for Everyone
New Year Resolutions

e Continued partnership with Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office social media specialist to
create social media posts to coincide with enforcement periods and TZD Tuesday. On
average 3,000 people were reached per TZD post, but some messages reached a larger
audience. The Highway 14 Border-to-Border (B2B) enforcement social media post
reached 45,595 people and had 9,174 engagements. The Back-to-School/TZD Tuesday
post reached 10,764 people and the Move Over Day Video had more than 2000 views
and reached 4,259 people.
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https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/1352959022331931
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/958300539183617
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/1104254477176548

Participated in County Highway Safety Improvement
planning in southeast counties. TZD traffic-safety
culture, vision, mission, and goals were presented at
each meeting attended. This helped to build and
maintain relationships with county agencies.

Continued to develop relationships with local media.

Media advisory, news release and all talking points

were developed for events. Media packets were
completed and distributed at each media event. KTTC- H A R v ES T
TV, KIMT-TV, KAAL-TV, Rochester Post-Bulletin, Dodge

County Independent, Star Herald and KROC talk radio #DriveSafe
covered regional enforcement saturations and events.

Worked with county engineers and southeast TZD law enforcement grantees to
continue to identify locations for replacement of the Safe & Sober signs. More than
150 Safe & Sober signs have been replaced with updated TZD signs in Dodge,
Goodhue, Fillmore, Houston, Olmsted, Rice, Wabasha, Winona.

Local government presentations included the TZD mission, vision, and goals as well as
updates on local efforts, successes, and challenges. State and local TZD representatives
from each of the 5 Es were invited.

Co-chaired the Statewide Speed Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Action Team and
participating on the Speed Safety Speed Camera Subcommittee and Speed Roadway
Design Subcommittee.

Participating in the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Task Force when invited, Child
Passenger Safety Task Force, Traffic-Safety Culture Task Force and the We Bike

Rochester Board meetings as able.

Completed monthly reports accurately and timely.

11



TZD Safe Roads Coalitions - Funded and Unfunded
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Active funded coalitions

Assisted and supported the funded TZD Safe Roads coordinators in various capacities
throughout the year with supplies needed, assistance with events or directing to appropriate
resources.

e Fillmore e Rice
e Goodhue e \Wabasha
e Houston e Winona

Active unfunded coalitions

Facilitated the Dodge, Mower and Steele County Safe Roads coalitions. Was responsible
for maintaining the coalition networks, meeting agendas, minutes and all activities and
events as requested.

e Dodge County e Olmsted County
e Mower County e Steele County
Next Steps:

The regional coordinator will continue to partner with the funded and unfunded TZD Safe
Roads coalition leaders to develop regional activities for the enforcement periods. The TZD
Safe Roads Coalition coordinators will continue to work with the regional coordinator and
the Safe Roads Coalitions to complete the TZD Stategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP)
Community Assessments when the online tool is operational.

12



Regional Workshop
Southeast Minnesota TZD Workshop
May 8, 2024

The 2024 Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero
Deaths Workshop was held at the International
Event Center in Rochester on May 8, 2024. More
than 150 traffic safety professionals representing
all 11 counties participated in the event. Use the
link above to find additional information,
including workshop presentation slides. See
media coverage on pages 45-49.

The Southeast Minnesota TZD program aims to
create a collaborative, comprehensive and
regional approach to reduce traffic deaths and severe injuries. As part of these efforts, an
annual workshop is held to help facilitate the implementation of TZD in all southeast
Minnesota communities. Encouraged to attend are law enforcement, engineers, educators,
emergency medical services, local policymakers, and other traffic safety advocates.

The workshop participants are surveyed annually and each year the survey respondents
rate the workshop with high marks and urge the planning team to continue to have the
workshop annually. Anecdotally, the networking and forming of relationships across the 4E
boundaries continue in southeast Minnesota.

13


https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southeast/2024
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southeast/2024

TOWRII n Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
z E R o Regional Workshop

Rochester Event Center

DEATHS 7333 Airport View Drive SW

SOUTHEAST MINNESOTA Wednesday, May 8, 2024
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Agenda

E:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

9 a.m. Welcome & Regional Roundup

Mark Schoenfelder, District engineer, MnDOT District & and southeast Minnesota TZ2D
regional co-chair; lessica Schieck, southeast Minnesota TZD regional coardinator

9:30 a.m. Strategic Highway Safety Plan: Minnesota Needs YOU!
MnDOT Staff and Alliant Engineering
Every five years, the Minnesota Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHS5P) is updated. It is
time to update the plan —and we want your ideas! Through interactive activities and
discussion, help prioritize emphasis areas, identify and rank strategies and suggest local
champions to assist with developing a plan that works for Minnesota.

10:15 a.m. Break — Exhibits & Refreshments

10:30 a.m. SHSP Activity #2: Focus Area Strategies
MnDOT Staff and Alliant Engineering

11a.m. Crash Reconstruction Using Drone Technology
Trooper Josh Kuisle, Minnesoto State Patrof
In some cases, it can take more time for & Crash Reconstruction Specialist (CRS) to get to the
crash than it takes to map the scene! Unmanned aerial drones (UAD) use software instead of
traditional survey eguipment to help clear the roadway guickly and to make the roadways safer
for the traveling public — and far the responders. What is required for a CRS to be called to a
scene? When and where can the UAD fly? See the differences between the “old” scene
diagrams and the “new.”

11:30 a.m. Understanding Grief — What to Say, What to Do, How to Help

Randy Stocker, speaker and author of “Hugs Help; Our story of Tragic Loss,
Survival and Helping Others™

Loss and grief have widespread impact on personal well-being, workplace engagement,

relationships and more. Gain some practical insight on how to best help while boosting
your own resilience when these situations arise.

12 p.m. Lunch & Exhibits



12:45 p.m.

1:15 p.m.

2:25 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

Roadside Testing for Cannabis and Other Drugs — Through Saliva!

Sgt. Eric Bormann, Minnesoto State Patrol

Drugged driving is increasing on Minnesota roads at an alarming rate. This pilot project
uzes a by-mouth testing device to detect THC, amphetamine, methamphetamine, cocaine,
apinids and benzodiazepines. Hear how this new saliva test works and how it can help law
enforcement identify when someone is drugged driving.

Innovative Strategies that can be used to Address Traffic Safety Issues in Your Community
Hear what is being done across the region and how to get invalved!

Hot or Not: How to Spot Minnesota Compliant Cannabinoid Products!

Brenda Pohlman, Fillmore County Toward Zero Deaths coordinator

Learn about strategies and hear examples of how enforcement and education are
collaborating on cannabinaid palicies, education and compliance in Fillmore County.

Working Together to Keep Everyone Safe on our Roadways and ATV Trails

Sgt. Phil George, Department af Natural Resources

Hear what the DNR is seeing on our roadways and trails regarding the use of ATV,/UTVs.
Learn the importance of knowing the laws and how to become a volunteer trainer in
your community.

Chriz Canray, ATV Minnesota Sofety Committee, South Metro ATV, DNR Youth Safety
instructor, DNR Trail ambassador

Hear how ATV MN promaotes safe, responsible ATV riding and provides ATV clubs
with the “tools™ necessary to build ATV trails for the riding public that are fun and
sustainable, while protecting natural resources.

Responsible Beverage Service Training (RBST) Now Includes Cannabis Education!

Cleven Duncan, Respansible Beverage Service liaison, Minnesota Department of

Public Safety, Alcohol & Gombling Enforcement Division

Most people are aware that it's against the law to serve alcohol to an chvioushy
intoxicated customer, but spotting someone impaired by cannabis might not be so easy.
RBST Trainers teach servers to recognize impairment, spot invalid IDs and to make
servers aware of the civil and criminal penalties. The train-the-trainer is available to law
enforcement, public health organizations as well as Alcohol & Drug community coalitions.

SHSP Report Out

Wrap up, Evaluation & Door Prizes
Copt. Brian Buck, Minnesota State Patrol, District 2100 and southeast TZD regional co-chair

TZD Regional Workshop Evaluation QR Code Please take time throughout the day to visit the

traffic safety exhibit tables for reference materials
and ideas to implement in your communities.
Venue WiFi Network: Private Guest

Password: riec2019

10
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Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
2024 Southeast Regional Workshop

Evaluation Summary
Rochester Event Center — Rochester

Wednesday, May 8, 2024

Number of participants registered: 189
Number of participants registered plus walk-ins: 198

Total number of attendees (includes pre-registered plus walk-ins minus no-shows): 175

Mumber of Qualtrics evaluations complete: 63 (36%)
Mumber of Exhibitors: 17

General Sessions

Average Rating (out of 4.00)

Woelcome & Regional Roundup 3.51
SHSP — Minnesota Needs You! 3.41
SHSP Activity #2: Focus Area 3.25
Strategies

Crash Reconstruction Using Drone 3.65
Technology

Understanding Grief — What to Say, 3.03
What to Do, How to Help

Roadside Testing for Cannabis and 3.47
Other Drugs — Through Saliva!

Hot or Not: How to Spot Minnesota 3.33
Compliant Cannabinoid Products!

Working Together to Keep Everyone 3.39
Safe on our Roadways and ATV Trails

Responsible Beverage Service 3.13
Training (RBST) Now Includes

Cannabis Education!

SHSP Report Out 3.03
Wrap up, Evaluation & Door Prizes 3.42

Page 1 of 3




Arrangements Average Rating (out of 4.00)
Convenience of the Registration 3.87
Process '
Location of the venue 3.84
Facilities were comfortable and 3.92
appropriate
Food served for meals and breaks was 3.84
satisfying
Electronic participant materials were 3.72
helpful and useful
Exhibitors were informative 3.66

Comments about the general sessions

Always useful workshop.

More interaction.

Great location great planning appreciate the work done to make this a great experience.

It was such a privilege to attend!

Great job, thank you!

Mo more stickers.

Great job!

Well done. Very organized. Location and food excellent. Great to see new vendors.

Appreciated how interactive Hot or Mot was.

The roadside testing for cannabis was a timely topic and presented in a clear, interesting way.
Jessica always puts on quality events and does a wonderful job. Very good workshop and |
appreciate everything Jessica does!

Very informative workshop with the participation exercises.

Great day. Well-organized event.

First time going to this event and was impressed with the content discussed and displayed. Would
be very interested to attend again to see ongoing results. Thanks for your time and commitment
to making MN roads safer!

Great conference, very informative.

It was a great day!

Please write any comments on the arrangements (registration, location, food, materials, and exhibitors)

Good and informative. Thank you.
Awesome food.

Everything was great!

Very cold in the facility.

Page 2 of 3



| appreciated an exhibitor | made a connection with joining us at our table for lunch. That was
great. One of the main reasons | came was for the networking.

Great food and entertaining!

Some PowerPoints would be nice to download for later.

Great work everyone,

Do you have suggestions for topics you would like to see offered at future workshops?

lgnition interlock for repeat drug users.

Move over law for emergency and maintenance vehicles.

Older adult driving being talked about more.

A little from MNDOT on work zone safety and other issues.

No more stickers.

Presentations that provide rural, urban, and highway contexts.

New technologies or new laws, Presentations by county public works.

Expansion of medical and trauma care following crashes. Focused on the golden hour.

Mare focus on commercial vehicles and also on MnDOT maintenance workers experiences as
well.

What are your suggestions for building and maintaining support for this region’s Minnesota TZD
program?

It's always nice that there is a variety of different topics covered each year.

Asking the public more of what THEY would like to see.

Mare legislative involvement, county/city attorneys, sheriffs/chiefs or next in command.
Helping teen education on some of these topics through different clubs and groups already
present in the communities— some positive social norming and how to incorporate to the teen
demographic.

Clarify and connect with the other Vision Zero programs, have a joint workshop.

Regular regional engagement meetings to plan and implement program and projects in addition
to this meeting.

Maore LE training opportunities to certify to participate in TZD and emailing the district when a
training comes awvailable.

Build a strong social network away from MnDOT but strictly focusing on TZD as a whole.

Any other comments or suggestions are welcome

Another great conference!

More breaks would help our brains!

Group participants by county instead of letting people self-select into sectors.
Great job by the planning committee.

Page 3 of 3



Community Engagement - Highlights

o Safe CityNights
TZD partnered with the Minnesota State
Patrol, the Rochester Police Department,
and the Mayo Clinic Trauma Injury

This helmet helps

Prevention team to participate in five R ey
Rochester Safe City Nights. =R o

|‘F =

Safe City Nights is a community
engagement event that focuses on
building positive connections between
the community and law enforcement.
Safe City Nights featured the State Patrol
helicopter, demonstrations by the K9
team, hands-on experiences with the
Emergency Response Unit, a tour of the
crime scene vehicle, and many 4E partnerships across the community. The Department of Public
Safety’s Deputy Commissioner Cassandra O’Hern joined State Patrol troopers and the TZD regional
coordinator at the booth at the July event. Nearly 1,000 community members and more than 20
agencies attended each of the Safe City Nights events.

Dates & Locations
e June 1), 6-8 p.m. GDbs Uementary (5525
150

Safe City Nights

Free Food & Activities

a ™ ey

6-8pm 408 38t
June 1 June 26  July 9 July 23 August 13 August 27 o.m. Longferow Blementary
Gibbs Franklin Jefferson Bishop Longfellow Watson Fleld

8 p.m. Watson Feid (1000 Essex

Elementary Elementary Elementary Elementary Elementary

CANADIAN D W o

() £ first banched Safe City NSt in 2015 with
é @ Hilton 2 Kwix Trip PELLIER DgriChed ~a1e S NgIRE W 2019 X
EONSER o Bovox N @y

the purpose of buiging positive conrections

bDetween DOiice 3nd CoOmMUnty membders.

AFFINITY PLUS

19



e Thursdays Downtown
TZD partnered with the
Rochester Police Department to
offer voluntary Preliminary
Breath Testing (PBT) to
community members at
Thursdays Downtowim
Rochester. More than 100 PBTs
were administered at the event.
This educational event gave
community members the
opportunity to see first-hand
how alcohol affects their blood
alcohol level. Thursdays Downtown combines arts, music, food, and a vendor market into
one free, block party. Thousands of people from across the state attend the weekly event.

Rochester Police Department

- e

— ’ - ~r=ag = et r——

e Mi nnesota’s Driver {9 rmecommuimmn

ber5-Q@

Education

Rice County TZD Safe Roads Coalition partnered

with the Faribault Education Center to offer P .
question and answer sessions regarding the new SOADIS DRVERS HCENSE

Driver’s License for All Law. The coalition also
translated media materials in Spanish and
Somalian for their communities. See links below.

Drivers License For All - English
Drivers License For All - Somali
Drivers license For All - Spanish

The Driver's License For All videos are now
available in English, Spanish, Somali and Hmong.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facrobat.adobe.com%2Flink%2Freview%3Furi%3Durn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A50d3522f-2dad-4291-89c5-fa49ca2e3763&data=05%7C01%7Cjessica.schleck%40state.mn.us%7Ce1c6ecce934a4d9bc92608dbafbfc4fe%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638297010396076404%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nSbyt6txfB7mMyaorjgCXxx1D330UmNK%2BLtrbsv5KXY%3D&reserved=0
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e TZD Tuesday Messages

TZD Tuesday kicked off Nov. 8, 2020. Partnered with @ o ey o -6
the Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic
Safety and MnDOT District 6 Public Affairs to develop
traffic safety messages for employers to send to

employees each Tuesday. The short messages include

BUCKLE UP

TOWARD =
KZEia MM
NENTAG DEPARTMENT OF

DEATHS rransrortation

information about various traffic-safety topics

relevant to the week or month. The templates are
distributed to regional coordinators to modify and
distribute as they wish. Current active employers

include MnDOT District 6, Dodge, Olmsted and Steele
County, and the city of Rochester. The messages are also sent to the Steering Committee and
Safe Roads coalitions to modify and use in their areas. The messages are also modified and used
in social media posts for MnDOT District 6, the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office, as well as other
local agencies and traffic safety stakeholders.

Just a few of the region’s active social media pages to Like, Follow and Share!
e Goodhue County Toward Zero Deaths
e Houston County Public Health
e Olmsted County Sheriff's Office
e Rice County Public Health
e Wabasha County Public Health
e Winona County Toward Zero Deaths
e MnDOT Southeast Minnesota

Regional Seat Belt Survey Rates 2012-2023

The Southeast Minnesota TZD Steering Committee began collecting regional data
beginning in 2006. DPS OTS evaluators set up a scientifically significant survey to show the
regional trends in the area. The 2012-2023 results are shown on the next page. As a region,
our long-term goal is to achieve 100 percent usage rate. Our short-term goal is to see a
continuous increase in the usage rate each year.

Changes to the Regional Seat Belt Survey Process in 2024

The annual, regional observational seat belt survey was not conducted in 2024. Currently,
we are taking are reviewing look how the regional observational seat belt checks are
completed and are looking to incorporate the regional sites into the statewide survey.

Minnesota Seat Belt Survey Rates - 2024
Minnesota is seeing the statewide annual seat belt compliance steadily increase!

According to the recent annual seat belt survey conducted/funded by the Office of Traffic
Safety (OTS) division, more people are buckling up on Minnesota roads. Looking at

available survey data dating back to 2010, the 2024 rate of 94.7 percent is the highest rate
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recorded since 2013 (94.8 percent) and the fourth year in a row we've seen the
compliance rate increase. Increased compliance is demonstrated in populations that have
been an ongoing concern, including young adults who are 16-to 29-year-olds and pickup
drivers. In addition, the percentage of young adults choosing to wear a seat belt rose to a
10-year high of 93.6 percent. Pickup drivers hit an all-time high of 91.9 percent. We have
been working hard to educate Minnesotans on the importance of seat belt safety —and
these numbers reflect these efforts!

Figure 2: Trend in Regional Observed Seat Belt Use, 2012 to 2023

Southeast TZD Regional Seat Belt Use

g0.3% 90.7% +0.1%/year
88.2% 88.9% ° ® 89.0% 89.0%

Table 2: 2023 Observed Seat Belt Use by County

County Name Seat Belt Use Rate, % Relative Error, % Weighted Occupants
Dodge 92.0+45 3.0 299
Fillmore 839+14 1.0 282
Freeborn 86.9%4.5 3.2 440
Goodhue 96.1+1.8 1.1 353
Houston 84.0%1.3 0.9 203
Mower 90.1x3.8 2.6 520
Olmsted 91.4+22 1.5 429
Rice 91.5x1.7 1.1 134
Steele 88.7t64 4.4 205
Wabasha 92.0+19 1.3 370

Winona 742183 6.8 208



Regional Seat Belt Education Efforts

Seat belt efforts focused on partnering with law enforcement on
a regional level with the various mobilizations, as well as
educating citizens in southeast Minnesota using the Seat Belt
Convincer, the Seat Belt Persuader, and Seat Belt Challenges.
Focus for the upcoming year will continue with educational
efforts, combined with law enforcement mobilizations,
educating parents throughout the region.

e RegionalSeat BeltChallenges

Students from across the region participated in a Regional
Seat Belt Challenge to kick off the Seat Belt enforcement
campaign. Students were timed on how quickly
they could move to each seating position in a car
and buckle up. Each school crowned a champion
in early May.

Some of the participating schools included:
Kasson-Mantorville High School, Triton High
School, Hayfield High School, Medford High
School, Mabel-Canton High School.

e Seat BeltConvincer
The Seat Belt Convincer was used at community
events across the region to demonstrate the importance of seat belt use. The convincer
enables a passenger to experience the actual force generated during a 5-10 mph crash. The
convincer was used at events across the region, including:

Rochesterfest

Rochester Community and Technical College
Wabasha National Night Out

Faribault High School

Goodhue County Fair

Goodhue High School

Blooming Prairie High School

Fillmore County — Mabel-Canton High School
Faribault Police Department Open House
Steele County

Safe City Nights - Rochester

Mower County Fair
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Seat Belt Convincer Curriculum
Teaching Safety Through Physics

Seat Belt
Convincer Project

STEM High s]:chonl Math/science

students teachers
careers

The Seat Belt Convincer curriculum was developed as a creative way for MnDOT/TZD to
reach high school students across the region. The 20-minute curriculum uses Newton’s
Laws of Motiorto explain the physics of a crash and relate speed to force.

Newton’s 1t Law: An object in motion tends to stay in motion unless an external force acts upon it.
Newton’s 2" Law: When a force acts on an object, it will cause the object to accelerate.

Example: When belted:
e Acceleration will slow, causing the top denominator increase.
e This will happen over a fraction of a second which increases the lower denominator.
e Qverall, this causes the entire equation to reduce. Therefore, the force is lower.

PACELLI
ScHoOL
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Introduce Calculate
force,

Experience .
force of force, Safety Link to

Newton's h expand the learning careers
cras :
Laws calculations

The program

Next, the students are given the opportunity to experience the force of a crash. After
experiencing the convincer, the force of a crash at a variety of speeds is calculated. A
personal safety message and a brief overview of a variety of relevant careers fields,
including first responders and engineering wraps up the presentation. The curriculum was
presented to six groups of teen drivers in the region.

Force felt by individual at time of the crash

160.000
140.000
120.000

100.000

Tons

80.000
60.000

40.000

o ,//—//

mph 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 S0 108

= Belted ——Unbelted

The program
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Regional ATV/UTV Efforts

e Education and Public Engagement
Worked with the Olmsted County
Sheriff’s office to develop an ATV safety
video that highlighted a local life-
changing crash. In the fall of 2023, Jordan
and his friend took off for a quick ATV
ride that turned into a frightening

. . ) TOWARD
experience when they crashed, leaving ZERO

both injured but fortunately alive. Jordan, AL
who has used ATVs for various outdoor activities throughout his life, took an unfamiliar

corner of a gravel road too fast, which led the ATV into the ditch and collided with a

tree. Jordan's Story has been viewed nearly 7,000 times.

e Jordan’s ATV is on a trailer that can be used at community events across the region. The
Minnesota Safety Council sponsored a banner with a safety message for the trailer.

e Worked with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office to develop an ATV/UTV safety card to distribute
at community events. The handout is business card size and features a QR code that can be
scanned to see state and city ATV ordinances.

RECREATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLES :

Always wear a helmet and SCAN TU SEE

SHERIFF protective gear, follow the OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE

designated trails, know your

TOWARD local city ordinances, and never STATE REGULATIONS
IZERO ride under the influence. AND CITY ORDINANCES.

RE_‘AI_!‘!& Remember, Responsible
riding saves lives!

FRONT OF THE CARD BACK OF THE CARD
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Impact Teen Driver

Impact Teen Driver is a new program to the state of
Minnesota that focuses on educating 10t grade students
on the dangers of distracted driving — but not just the
common topics such as cell phone use. The program
tackles the everyday distractions such as BFFs and lipstick,
as well as the importance of being a good passenger, (with
50% of the younger driver fatalities being passengers, it
makes sense to discuss the importance of passengers
making good decisions while in a vehicle) the dangers of
impaired driving and speeding, and the importance of seat
belt use. The students complete a survey following the
program about how participating in this program affected
their driving behavior. The results of the post survey
showed that 94% of the students that participated in the
survey strongly agreed and agreed to make good choices
whenever they drive. The hope is that this program will
help drive traffic safety culture change throughout the
state.

Last fall, the southeast region implemented the program in two high schools! See below

the behavior change data received from the Impact Teen Driver post survey.

CHANGE ! drive a vehicle.

@ 1- Strongly Disagree
@ 2- Disagree
3- Neutral
® 4- Agree
@ 5- Strongly Agree

BEFORE

Those who strongly agreed increased by 11.3 %.

BEHAVIOR | | will make safe choices whenever |

AFTER

After the program more than 94% of those who participated in the program strongly
agreed and agreed to make safe choices whenever they drive.
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Regional Impaired Driving Education Efforts
Impaired driving media coverage on pages 49-53.

e Voluntary PreliminaryBreath Testing (PB'Bducation—Olmsted County
TZD partnered with the Rochester Police
Department to offer voluntary preliminary Breath Testing (PBT) education to community
members at ThursdaysDowntownin Rochester. See additional information on page 20.

o VoluntaryPreliminary Breath Testing (PBT)

Education— Goodhue County

Goodhue County TZD partnered with the Goodhue
County Sheriff’s Office to offer voluntary PBT at a local
campground. The event also included demonstrations
and youth activities.

e Voluntary Preliminary Breath Testing (PBT)

Education— Dodge County

The Kasson Police Department offered voluntary PBT
education at Chaotic Good Brewery in Kasson during the
holidays.

e Impaired Driving— KassonMantorville High
School

The students had the opportunity to learn how cannabis
affects the brain and the the dangers of driving while
impaired. Students had a hands-on experience using
many of the activities included in the cannabis education
kit.




e Joyride—Rice County
The Rice County TZD Safe Roads Coalition partnered with Defeat of Jesse James Days
Committee, Northfield Police and College City g e
Beverage to organize JOYRIDE for the Defeat of s
Jesse James Days. The FREE Joyride safe ride ik iU oy iy
home shuttle service was available on Thursday, | mee i oo oo o ven oot oo

Friday, and Saturday, from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. .

within the city of Northfield. Tickets were

available at the Defeat of Jesse James

Entertainment Center and all liquor

establishments.

TO CELEBRATE, RIGHT?
ut we also want EVERYONE to get home SAFELY,

e RegionalDWI Crash Car

Coordinated the DWI crash car calendar. The car
was used at numerous festivals and high schools
across the region to remind the community of
the dangers of drivingimpaired.

Kaitlyn Hanson was a 16-year-old Fillmore
Central student who was killed January 28,
2016, when an impaired driver crossed the
center line and hit her vehicle head-on.
Investigators determined that the driver
had a blood alcohol concentration
between .08 and .151 percent and was
driving between 85-t0-95 miles per hour
when the crash happened. Her parents
donated her vehicle in hopes of educating
the public of the dangers of driving
impaired. It was displayed at the Blooming Prairie 4t of July parade, the Dodge County Fair,
Kasson-Mantorville High School Homecoming parade, Triton High School, Faribault High School,
and the Pine Island High School.

o Impaired DrivingEducation- Rice County

The Rice County TZD Safe Roads Coalition hosted impaired driving educational activities at the
Faribault High School. Events included the Kaitlyn Hanson crash car, and Mayo One Air Ambulance.

™ |
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e Responsible Beverage Service Training

There are currently 38 Responsible Beverage Service Training (RBST) trainers in the region. At least
one training was held in almost every county across the region this year. The Rice County Chemical

& Mental Health Coalition even offers the training on demand!

Regional Speed Efforts

Speed-related media coverage on pages 53-56.

e Annual Speed éster
Once a year, regional traffic safety stakeholders pose for a regional Speed photo to use
with local news releases to distribute in their communities. In previous years, the event
has been held in Lanesboro, Northfield, Owatonna, Red Wing, Rochester, Winona,
Kasson, Lake City, Albert Lea, Austin, Rochester, Owatonna, Winona, Zumbrota,
Mantorville, and most recently in Preston. The photo shoot is used to recognize the
4Es. TZD uses an interdisciplinary approach pairing education, enforcement,
engineering, and emergency medical and trauma services. This photo has occurred for
many years and has rotated through the 11 counties. This group has expanded to
include other “E”s such as ambulance, snowplows, and sometimes crash cars to show
the unity of TZD and that we all work together. The poster helps to shows the
partnership, and more importantly, helps with relationship building amongst the
groups. More than 300 Speed posters were developed and distributed across the
region. The Olmsted County Sheriff's Office developed a video for social media focused
on the annual SE TZD Seat Belt Enforcement event that has had more than 5,000 views.

SOUTHEAST MINNESOTA TOWARD ZERO DEATHS Seiwe

LAKE CITY MARINA 2024 -

St SAFETY FIRST. SLOW DOWN. ENJOY THE VIEW. &

Lake City Marina, Lake City

30


https://www.ricecountycmhc.org/training/
https://www.ricecountycmhc.org/training/
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/470399445430050

Borderto-Border Speed Saturation

The 8™ Annual Border-to-Border multiagency Speed saturation was coordinated along
Highway 14 through five southeast counties on July 3, 2024. This was the third year that
Highway 19 agencies also participated in a simultaneous B2B saturation. Southeast TZD
partnered with the Southern Minnesota Law Enforcement Liaison and local law enforcement
to incorporate regional educational outreach. A media advisory with information regarding the
saturation was distributed prior to the event as well as a news release following the event.
Electronic messaging boards were deployed displaying the enforcement message.

Results of the Multiagency Speed Enforcement Saturation

Traffic Stops — 1,020 (677 in 2023) (645 in 2022)
Speed Citations —302 (252 in 2023) (163 in 2022)
Speed Warnings — 616 (394 in 2023 (379 in 2022)
Speeds at 100 plus —2 (3 in 20230 (1 in 2022)

Stats by Region:

Region Stops Speed Citations Speed Warnings
SE Minnesota 494 162 276
SC Minnesota 261 68 166
SW Minnesota 265 72 174

Participating SE Law Enforcement Agencies:

MSP D2100 Rochester, Northfield Police Department, Red Wing Police Department, Rice County
Sheriff’s Office, Lonsdale Police Department, Zumbrota Police Department, Dodge County Sheriff’s
Office, Owatonna Police Department, Faribault Police Department, Belle Plaine Police Department,
Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office, Steele County Sheriff’s Office, Winona County Sheriff’s Office,
Wabasha Police Department, Wabasha County Sheriff’s Office, Kasson Police Department,
Rochester Police Department, Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office, Kenyon Police Department, and
Lewiston Police Department.
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e Vehicle Speed Feedback Project

The Southeast region has been working on a pilot project since 2019 to determine if digital
Vehicle Feedback Signs change behavior. The signs collect data allowing us to analyze driver
behavior. We use local data to determine locations that were seeing high-speeds and then
deploy Vehicle Speed Feedback signs to record speeds at those locations. The signs were
installed in “stealth” mode for two weeks to get a baseline of speeds, then lit the signs to
show drivers their speeds for two weeks. The signs were then put into “stealth” mode again

for two weeks. We were able to run reports to show if the system changed short and/or
long-term behavior. The reports showed that there was a significant decrease in speeds
when drivers receive feedback.

The signs also give LE a tool to combat speeds as the report can pinpoint the time of day
and day of week that speeding is occurring. The data generated could also potentially help
to slow drivers down with changes in roadway design.

Feedback signs have been placed in the counties of Rice, Houston, and Winona in 2024. The
coalitions plan to use the data to develop action plans to assist with enforcement efforts,
engineering challenges, and education within their communities.

Next Steps:
Purchase additional feedback signs to enable the researchers to analyze additional data
throughout the region.
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Regional Motorcycle Safety Efforts

Motorcycle Safety- Spring and Fall Flood Run

Partnered with Wabasha County TZD Safe Roads and MnDOT District 6 to deploy
changeable message boards at the start of the “Flood Run” motorcycle route as a
reminder to ride smart. The messages were deployed in April and September in
Zumbro Falls.

Gimsted County Sheriffs Office
tember 11- @

 Bikers love attention. Notice them.

Motorcycle Safety Social MediaHighlights

Tammy Adams Fiedler
September 20 at 4:17PM- &%

Fall Flood Run is this weekend. Stay Alert

County Public Health
at %01 AM-Q
S eer vs. Motorcycle
N le deer population makes them a safety hazard on the
b, but deer-vehicle crashes peak in the autumn
h all motorists need to be extra cautious as the

wn, deer crashes can be especially dangerous for
a group which accounted for 23 of the 27 vehicle-

Motorists should use extra caution this weekend along the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers as [ths from 2016-2022.
thousands of motorcyclists take to the road for the Fall Floed Run... See more ctable — they stop in the middle of the road, they
TTOSS ana quick... See more

@ Wabasha County Public Health . Follow

wate  September 20 at 1.00PM- Q@




Region Goal 2 — TZD Partnership Goals

To continuously increase TZD awareness and partnerships across southeast Minnesota
for both the public and traffic safety professionals.

Building Relationships within the Region

Relationships continue to be reinforced and formed through traffic safety advocates
participating in the monthly Steering Committee meetings, regional activities and the
annual Southeast Minnesota TZD annual workshop.

Although this is not quantitative data analysis, the Steering Committee stakeholders believe
that all the regional initiatives are successful because
of the networking/connections that have been made in
the region as well as statewide.

Building Relationships — TZD Website
Efforts were made to ensure that all Southeast
Minnesota TZD workshop materials, presentations,
crash maps and media stories were updated on the
regional website.

Building Relationships — Southeast Minnesota

TZD end-of-year report

In addition to creating the end-of-year report for grant purposes, the regional report is also
distributed to all the district’s state and federal legislators in the MnDOT District 6 Legislative
Report. The District Engineer meets annually with all legislators and the TZD report is included
in this discussion and booklet. The end-of-year report is also posted online and distributed to
the Southeast Minnesota Steering Committee.

Building internal and external relationships:

e Participated in TZD enforcement award presentations as able.

e Participated in the Tribal Traffic Safety Summit.

e Participated in the quarterly TZD Hotdish.

e Participated in Safe Roads Peer exchange.

e Participated in TZD Leadership meetings.

Quarterly Steering Committee meetings.

Participation in quarterly regional Fatal and Serious Injury Review committees.

Facilitated Dodge, Mower and Steele County meetings.

Participation in quarterly regional TZD Safe Roads coalition meetings.

Facilitated Dodge, Mower and Steele County meetings.

Hosted quarterly TZD Safe Roads coordinator meetings for all Southeast TZD Safe Roads
coordinators.

e Attend Southern Minnesota Regional Trauma Advisory (SMRTAC) meetings when possible.
e Continued to participate in the statewide motorcycle Safety team.

e Continued to participate in the MN Child Passenger Safety Advisory Task Force as able. 34



Region Goal 2 — TZD Partnership Goals
Engineering

Low cost, high benefit engineering
safety improvements continue on
both state and local roadways. The
district and each county are
implementing safety plans to
further reduce crashes. Although
many factors affect traffic-related
fatalities including the economy,
driver behavior and weather the
fact remains that many traffic
safety professionals continue to
look at proactive and systematic
ways to reduce fatalities and
serious injuries due to crashes.

County engineers continue to implement safety projects that were identified in the county
highway safety plans. District 6 county engineers are collaborating and applying for Highway
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grants together to make roadway improvements
proactively and systematically. The direction was to identify low cost, high benefit safety
initiatives, e.g. rumble strips/rumble stripes, curve delineation, improved edge lines,
intersection lighting and intersection signing improvements on the county system.

Picture above is the newest roundabout in the district. It is located at TH 58/CSAH 9.
Building Internal and External Relationships — Engineering

e Particpated in and presented at the Local Roads Traffic Safety Workshops in Rochester on
September 5 and in Faribault on August 7. The workshops were focused on facilitating
conversations that focus on reducing fatal and serious injury crashes on the roadway systems.
The workshops included participants from state, city and county agencies. 35



Participated in the Red Wing Safe Streets for All (SS4A)
action plan development process.

Participated in the Olmsted County SS4A

Participated in the High Priority Pedestrian Safety ag—
Improvement Planning work group. SRS osares
Participated in the District 6 High Priority Pedestrian TZD
Safety Improvement Planning (HiPPS) work group. The -

final District 6 HiPPS Action Plan was posted in el .
February. The plan identifies District and Central
Office-level opportunities to improve and streamline
the pedestrian safety decision-making process so that
more improvements can be made in high priority areas for walking, more quickly and
equitably. It also highlights District-specific success stories.

Worked with county engineers to
detirmine locations for driver
feedback signs.

Worked with county engineers to
establish new locations for the new
TZD replacement signs.

Participated in the Local Roads
Research Board (LRRB) Safety
Behavior TAP Meeting August. 29.
This team focused on developing
countermeasures, interventions, and
strategies to address behavioral
traffic safety issues.

Participated in the Steele County
Road Safety Planning Workshop
September 16. The workshop included a series of brief road safety presentations and
group discussions including the value of proactive risk assessment of the county’s roads,
group perspectives on county road safety needs, highlights of road safety projects
implemented in the county, and proven infrastructure safety strategies for consideration
in the updated County Roadway a
Safety Plan. In addition, it included
an in-depth look and the sharing of
perspectives for specific roadway
locations of safety concern to the
county and an exploration of
potential infrastructure safety
strategies to improve safety.
Partnered with the MnDOT Public
Engagement team to highlight
construction projects and the
importance of safety at the Mower
County Fair and West Concord
Survival Days.
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Served as a resource to all city, county and state engineers as requested.

Participated in the District 6 Bride-in-a Bag Program. The Bridge-in-a-Bag is an interactive
classroom activity where students get a hands-on, real-world engineering experience.
Students work together to build a model sized bridge together using student-friendly
instructions and materials. MnDOT staff talk about bridge design, encourage stem
exploration to students, careers at MnDOT, and have now included TZD in the curriculum!
TZD culture change messaging is also included in the take-home materials. See below.

Our MnDOT team enjoyed
time with your student today.
They used aluminum beams,
wooden rods, bolts and nuts to

build a 6-foot long bridge.

Here are some questions to ask:

e Did '.’u:v Craw! across l‘.f‘
If so, did it work?

e What was the most

v
c“nl‘cngmg oart !

e How dwd the team
. DEPARTMENT OF
overcome that challenge! m‘ TRANSPORTATION

Looking for a career with " " —

' ?
work life balance? Do it for THEM.
Join the MnDOT team!
Slow Down.

Pay Attention.
E. E Your Driving Matters.
TOWARD

rnnv'ic:.pcu.’-.'.n'N‘"-" nEAI “s

job-o :t:r""g'--“tm| SONTHIAST WINNESOTS
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For Immediate Release Contact: Kristine Hermandez
State TZD Program Coordinator
Mow, 29, 2023 Cell: 507.273.0677

kristine.hernandez@state.mn.us

Toward Zero Deaths honors Kyle Bradt with TZD Media award

ROCHESTER, Minn. — Kyle Bradt, Olmsted County Sheriff's Office media development specialist,
was honored by Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths for his work to save lives through improved
traffic safety efforts.

Sixteen individuals and three organizations were recognized with Minnesota Toward Zero
Deaths Awards at the annual statewide TZD Conference for accomplishments that improve
safety and reduce the number of life-changing crashes, deaths and serious injuries on
Minnesota roads. The prestigious traffic safety awards are presented by the Minnesota
departments of health, public safety and transportation. More than 800 traffic safety
professionals attended the annual conference,

Bradt received the TZD Media Award.

The TZD Media Award is given to recognize an individual or organization in the media who has
portrayed excellence in raising public awareness about traffic safety. This award recipient has
gone beyond the typical news story and shown a commitment to reducing traffic fatalities and
serious injuries in Minnesota.

Bradt has worked closely with local and state traffic-safety partners since 2015, being actively
involved in the Southeast Minnesota TZD Regional Steering Committee and the Olmsted County
TZD Safe Roads Coalition. He has created numerous videos and social media posts covering all
aspects of traffic safety, including impaired driving, seat belt use, distracted driving, pedestrian
safety, motorcycle safety and speed.

“Kyle raises awareness and educates the public of the importance of safe driving by producing
videos and developing posts for social media. He does all this above and beyond his typical
Sheriff's Office responsibilities,” said lessica Schleck, southeast Minnesota TZD regional
coordinator. “He has used messaging in many of the videos to promote positive traffic safety
culture, As an example, in one month he reached nearly 70,000 people with his messages and

videos.”
-more-
DEPARTMEMT OF DEPARTMEMNT
TRAHSPORTATION OF HEALTH
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Muost recently, Bradt created the video Minnesota TZD: 20 Years of Saving Lives, which
recognizes Minnesota TZD's 20th anniversary in 2023, The video reflects on the program's
history, notes its successes and looks ahead to what comes next for traffic safety in Minnesota.

The video debuted at the 2023 TZD State Conference and can be viewed here:
https:/ f'www.youtube.com/watch?v=6M1h1wlLUEsS

The Minnesota TZD program is an interdisciplinary partnership with the state departments of
health, transportation and public safety. This collaboration began 20 years ago and has worked
to reduce Minnesota roadway deaths by 33 percent.

For details on each award, along with more information and photos of each award winner, visit
the 2023 TZD Awards website. Learn more about TZD program and to get involved at
www.minnesotatzd.org.
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Statewide TZD Conference Coverage

KIMT-TV
11.15.23

Statewide traffic safety award given to member of the Olmsted County Sheriff's Office
By Mike Bunge

TOWARD

Link: Statewide traffic safety award given to member of the Olmsted County Sheriff's Office | News |
kimt.com

ROCHESTER, Minn. — A member of the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office has won a statewide award for his
efforts to help reduce the number of life-changing crashes, deaths, and serious injuries on Minnesota
roads.

Kyle Bradt was presented the TZD Media Award at the annual Toward Zero Deaths Conference being held
Tuesday and Wednesday in Rochester.

Bradt, the media development specialist for the sheriff’s office, is actively involved in the Southeast TZD
Steering Committee and the Olmsted County TZD Safe Roads coalition and raises awareness and educates
the public on safe driving through videos and social media. Bradt has created original videos and social
media posts covering all aspects of traffic safety, including impaired driving, seat belt use, distracted
driving, pedestrian safety, motorcycle safety, and speed. He has also interviewed and developed
relationships with those impacted by fatal and serious-injury crashes to produce videos that share the
stories and impact on families, friends, and local communities. In one month alone, Bradt reached nearly
70,000 people with his messages and videos.

Among other awards presented at the conference, which is being held at the Mayo Civic Center, are:

TZD Kathy Swanson Outstanding Service Award — Holly Kostrzewski, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration safety specialist and former northeast Minnesota TZD regional coordinator

TZD Distinguished Public Leadership Award — Minnesota State Senators Jim Carlson and D. Scott Dibble;
Minnesota State Reps. Frank Hornstein and Lucy Rehm, for their work to update Minnesota’s traffic safety
laws

TZD Traffic Safety Innovation Award — Renville County Public Health, Renville County Sheriff’s Office, and
the Minnesota State Patrol, for creating a program to improve access to car seats in greater Minnesota
TZD Judicial/Court System Award — Dakota County Attorney Kathy Keena

TZD Emerging Leader Award, primary and secondary school category — Makena Prevost, Orono, for 40


https://www.kimt.com/users/profile/Mike%20Bunge
https://www.kimt.com/news/statewide-traffic-safety-award-given-to-member-of-the-olmsted-county-sheriffs-office/article_619ede8a-83d7-11ee-8cc1-8b102a9e0caa.html
https://www.kimt.com/news/statewide-traffic-safety-award-given-to-member-of-the-olmsted-county-sheriffs-office/article_619ede8a-83d7-11ee-8cc1-8b102a9e0caa.html
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/about/awards/2023

successfully proposing and advocating that state law be changed to allow Minnesota driver’s license
records to include information that lets crash responders know that a person in the vehicle has someone
dependent on them who might need extra care

TZD Emerging Leader Award, post-secondary school category — Darren Tanubrata, Aarushi Vyas, and
Elizabeth Wang, interns from the Shreya R. Dixit Memorial Foundation for research leading to statewide
implementation of the Impact Teen Driver program

Emergency Medical and Trauma Services TZD Star Award — Chris Ballard, former MDH trauma system
coordinator, for his work to build Minnesota’s modern trauma system and creating an on-demand
training for hospitals that increases the odds of survival for crash victims

TZD Child Passenger Safety Star Award — Aimee Eggen, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health child passenger
safety technician

TZD Engineering Star Award — Lars Impola, acting traffic engineer, MnDOT Metro District

Enforcement TZD Star Award — Officer Luke Nelson, Eagan Police Department

Education TZD Star Award — K9 Deputy Luis Figueroa, Martin County Sheriff’s Office

TZD Star Awards are presented annually to individuals and organizations in Minnesota that show
excellence in TZD’s emphasis areas of enforcement, emergency medical and trauma services, education,
engineering, child passenger safety, and judicial/court systems.

KIMT-TV
11.14.23

Towards Zero Deaths recognizes progress at 20th annual conference
By Max Haslow

s
OWARD ZERO DEATHS TRAFFIC SAFETY CONFERENCE U o
ROCHESTER, MN K&Eﬂ

Link: Towards Zero Deaths recognizes progress at 20th annual conference | News | kimt.com
ROCHESTER, Minn. - Minnesota's Toward Zero Death (TZD) program kicked off its 20th annual traffic
safety conference in Rochester on Tuesday for traffic safety advocates across the state.

The event aims to highlight the progress the program has made in making state roads safer while still
addressing what more needs to be done.

Over 800 law enforcement officers, emergency responders, and road workers gathered to recognize the
accomplishments of TZD over the past 20 years.

However, everyone here knows the work to push deaths to zero is far from over especially with some
recent developments.

Between 2003 and 2019, Minnesota saw road fatalities almost cut in half thanks to efforts by TZD.
However, risky driving habits like speeding, impaired driving, distracted driving, and not using a seatbelt
skyrocketed during the pandemic.

As a result, the Department of Public Safety (DPS) estimates around 444 people were killed on the road
last year.
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Mike Hanson, the director of the DPS' Office of Traffic Safety, says TZD will focus on four strategic areas
for reducing crashes.

"One discipline can't solve all of our traffic safety challenges," he said. "We bring engineering, we bring
enforcement, we bring emergency medical services. We bring education, and that's driver's education as
well as public outreach and engagement."

At the conference, several information sessions were available for attendees on traffic incident
management, child passenger and pedestrian safety, and advancements in automotive technologies.

A major focus for many of these sessions was drug usage. With cannabis being legalized by the state in
August, law enforcement wants to be sure all its officers are ready to handle a DWI of any kind.

"The other way is teaching law enforcement, giving them the tools on how to detect impairment and
making sure we get those drivers off the road so that other motorists can get home safe each and every
night," said Sergeant Tyler Milless of Minnesota State Patrol.

Another way to keep the roads safe is by changing the roads themselves.

The Department of Transportation has been building roundabouts and j-turns on highways in southeast
Minnesota to improve intersections.

Brian Sorenson, the state traffic engineer for MnDOT, says the department is looking to be more
proactive with its projects.

"We're talking about 'should we be changing our standards so those are more commonplace when those
roads are built right up front instead of kind of responding and changing the roadway as an
afterthought?" he said.

The conference continues until Wednesday, November 15th.

KTTC-TV
11.14.2023

Mayo Civic Center hosts Toward Zero Death conference Tuesday
By: Staff

Link: Mayo Civic Center hosts Toward Zero Death conference Tuesday (kttc.com)

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — Minnesota Traffic Safety advocates will get together in Rochester for the
Toward Zero Death conference. It’s taking place Tuesday and Wednesday at the Mayo Civic Center.

Leaders and advocates will collaborate ways to help stop fatalities and life-changing injuries from
happening. Preliminary data shows nearly 450 people died in traffic-related crashes on Minnesota roads
last year.
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Safety experts working to eliminate traffic deaths on Minnesota roads
ByMatt Rineer
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Link: Safety experts working to eliminate traffic deaths on Minnesota roads (kttc.com)

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — More than 800 traffic safety efforts are Rochester to share ideas and
experiences to help create a safer driving environment.

State officials say more than 400 people lost their lives in traffic-related crashes on Minnesota roads last
year.

The Toward Zero Deaths program’s (TZD) mission is to create a culture for which traffic fatalities and
serious injuries are no longer acceptable through the integrated application of education, engineering,
enforcement, and emergency medical and trauma services.

Speaking with traffic safety experts during the two-day conference, we learned that contrary to popular
belief, the deadliest time on our road is not during the winter months.

“The deadliest days on Minnesota roads start on Memorial Day and end on Labor Day,” said Mike Hanson,
Director of the Department of Public Safety’s Office of Traffic Safety. “The summer months are by-far-
and-away the deadliest time to be on Minnesota roads, and there is one reason for that -- road conditions
are good, speeds are up. Speed equals energy, energy equals injury and death.”

Hanson added while fatalities are lower in the winter months, the number of crashes is higher.

He said the most important factors playing a role in those crashes are speed, impaired driving, lack of seat
belt use, and distracted driving.

According to Hanson, there’s one thing all drivers should remember when behind the wheel.

“Be a defensive driver,” Hanson stresed. “Drivers are going to make mistakes, we get that we are doing
everything we can to mitigate the results when they make that mistake, but we need to do a better JZ%)
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about being a defensive driver whose paying attention, obeying the speed limit, is not impaired and has a
seat belt on.”

While there is still plenty of work to be done, the conference provides a unified effort for state traffic
leaders to get closer to their ultimate goal.

“We all need to do this together, it’s not one piece that is going to solve the puzzle,” MnDOT State Traffic
Safety Engineer Derek Leuer said. “We all have to work together, and this conference really is about
building those relationships and those partnerships.”

“The fact that a state of our size can have over 850 people in attendance speaks volumes to the
commitment, that all of our partners in the traffic safety world, have to committed to protecting

Minnesotans on our roads all the time, everywhere,” concluded Hanson.

The conference will continue Wednesday at the Mayo Civic Center starting at 7:30 a.m.

KAAL-TV
11.14.24

Toward Zero Deaths hits 20 years, celebration at Civic Center
By KAALTV

TOWARDS ZERO DEATHS CONFERENCE

ROCHESTER, MN

LINK: Toward Zero Deaths hits 20 years, celebration at Civic Center - ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com

(ABC 6 News) — Over 800 people gathered to discuss how to further decrease deaths on Minnesota
roadways at the Towards Zero Deaths conference at the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester.

The conference invited guests spanning from law enforcement and EMS, to MNDOT and road engineers
Derek Leuer, the Traffic Safety Engineer at the Office of Traffic Engineering, shared some of his thoughts:
“This conference is all about building those relationships and partnerships and disseminating all the info
we have figured out in the last year or so.”

A big topic this year? The legalization of cannabis and increased accessibility of drugs.

Mike Hanson serves as the director of the Office of Traffic Safety for the Minnesota Department of Public
Safety. He has a counter to cannabis, prescriptions, and illegal drugs among other impairments: the Drug
Recognition Evaluator Program.

According to Hanson the program includes “highly trained officers all across the state. We currently have
300 of them, and are training more every year.”

Although impairment factors into deadly crashes, according to Hanson it is the second leading cause of
death while driving on Minnesota roadways.
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“Speed is the one thing that makes every bad decision worse.”

According to Leuer that may explain why you’ve seen an increase in roundabouts and J-Turns over the
past 20 years.

“Roundabouts have been known to reduce fatal or seriously injured crashes, sometimes up to 90 percent
versus the prior conditions that are out there,” he said.

That percentage is closer to 70% regarding J-turns. Both of these help regulated speed on roadways,
allowing for less speed-related crashes. Overall, the number of traffic deaths is down nearly 50% since
2003, when the conference had its first year.

Due to cannabis being legalized in August 2023, there is not enough data yet to determine how much it
will have an impact on traffic accidents and deaths. That information should become more available by
next year.

Play Video

Towards Zero Deaths Conference Day 2

The conference also granted 16 awards for accomplishments that improved safety. Those include:

e TZD Kathy Swanson Outstanding Service Award — Holly Kostrzewski, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration safety specialist and former northeast Minnesota TZD regional coordinator

e TZD Distinguished Public Leadership Award — Minnesota State Senators Jim Carlson and D. Scott Dibble;
Minnesota State Reps. Frank Hornstein and Lucy Rehm, for their work to update Minnesota’s traffic safety
laws

* TZD Media Award — Kyle Bradt, Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office media development specialist

e TZD Traffic Safety Innovation Award — Renville County Public Health, Renville County Sheriff’s Office and
the Minnesota State Patrol, for creating a program to improve access to car seats in greater Minnesota

e TZD Judicial/Court System Award — Dakota County Attorney Kathy Keena

e TZD Emerging Leader Award, primary and secondary school category — Makena Prevost, Orono, for
successfully proposing and advocating that state law be changed to allow Minnesota driver’s license
records to include information that lets crash responders know that a person in the vehicle has someone
dependent on them who might need extra care

* TZD Emerging Leader Award, post-secondary school category — Darren Tanubrata, Aarushi Vyas, and
Elizabeth Wang, interns from the Shreya R. Dixit Memorial Foundation for research leading to statewide
implementation of the Impact Teen Driver program

e Emergency Medical and Trauma Services TZD Star Award — Chris Ballard, former MDH trauma system
coordinator, for his work to build Minnesota’s modern trauma system and creating an on-demand
training for hospitals that increases the odds of survival for crash victims

e TZD Child Passenger Safety Star Award — Aimee Eggen, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health child
passenger safety technician

e TZD Engineering Star Award — Lars Impola, acting traffic engineer, MnDOT Metro District

e Enforcement TZD Star Award — Officer Luke Nelson, Eagan Police Department

e Education TZD Star Award — K9 Deputy Luis Figueroa, Martin County Sheriff’s Office

SE TZD Workshop Media Coverage

KTTC-TV
05.08.24

‘Toward Zero Deaths’ Workshop provides insight on 2024 fatal crash numbers
By:Matt Rineer 45
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Link: ‘Toward Zero Deaths’ Workshop provides insight on 2024 fatal crash numbers (kttc.com)
ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — Warmer temperatures along with drivers moving at higher speeds are
expected by the Minnesota Department of Transportation this summer.

The Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Workshop was in Rochester on Wednesday, to help
educate members of law enforcement, EMS and MnDOT. The workshop focused on sharing crash
statistics, as well as new methods being utilized in the goal of getting zero fatalities and reducing serious
injuries in southeast Minnesota.

Although roads are clear from the winter storms, officials warn against turning up the speeds in the
summer. According to Sergeant Troy Christianson, the Minnesota State Patrol generally sees fewer fatal
crashes in the winter, due to drivers traveling at slower speeds and dealing with adverse driving
conditions. However, last year’s mild winter did not lower fatal crash numbers.

“It was a pretty mild winter, so our fatal [crash numbers] are actually extremely high right now compared
to previous years and a lot of that is due to higher speeds on our roadways. So that’s why we’re going to
have extra enforcement on our roadways just focusing on speed starting this month,” Christianson said.

Christianson added how, since the start of 2024, there have been 114 fatal crashes across all of
Minnesota, and how time last year there were only 81. With summer travel on the horizon, state patrol
expects to see an increase in fatal crashes from Memorial Day to Labor Day which Christianson called the
“100 Deadliest Days in the State.”

MnDot also expressed concerns for work zone crashes during this time.

“Our real concern are work zone crashes. So again we see inattentive driving, higher speeds in our work
zones and we want to make sure were taking care of our employees, our contractors and also the
traveling public,” MnDOT District Six Engineer Mark Schoenfelder said.

Although fatal crashes are expected to rise during these 100 days, MnDOT’s system of crash mapping
allows authorities to see where crashes occur more often, and what measures can be put in place to
improve safety.

KIMT-TV
05.08.24

Minnesota State Patrol works toward goal of zero deaths on MN roads
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Link: Minnesota State Patrol works toward goal of zero deaths on MN roads | Video | kimt.com
KIMT News Three's Maureen Dudley spoke with state troopers about how an event today is providing a
plan to keep area roads safer.

KIMT-TV
05.08.24

MNDOT, State Patrol host conference in Rochester to decrease road deaths
By: Maureen Dudley

Link: MNDOT, State Patrol host conference in Rochester to decrease road deaths | News | kimt.com
ROCHESTER, Minn.-Law enforcement, engineers, emergency services and the general public gathered at
the International Event Center to discuss strategies and progress to getting the state to zero deaths on
Minnesota roadways.
In 2023, MNDOT and Toward Zero Deaths shows 414 deaths on Minnesota roadways. By 2025, the state
wants to be under 225 deaths on roadways.
Minnesota State Patrol Sergeant Troy Christianson says, "It's good that we all come together and work
together to try and reduce deaths on Minnesota roadways so we get different perspectives from like the
engineers, EMS and also law enforcement."
Christianson isn't the only one who sees the benefit of the conference.
Minnesota Department of Transportation district 6 district engineer Mark Schoenfelder says, "The benefit
of this event is to share best practices and really we try to put a high emphasis on traffic safety."
During the conference, State Patrol showed how they are able to reconstruct crash sites digitally using
drones. There was an opportunity for attendees to see what happens when someone isn't wearing a
seatbelt in a rollover crash.
Schoenfelder says, "We all want our friends, families, we want everyone to arrive to their destination
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safely so toward zero deaths should be important to everyone."

One speaker at the conference has felt the effects a deadly crash on the roadways can have on the
families left behind.

Professional speaker and author of 'Hugs Help; Our story of Tragic Loss, Survival and Helping Others'
Randy Stocker says, "First thing is just the distracted driving, put down your phone. | mean the guy that
killed my family was speeding and reading a book when he killed the family. So common sense is number
one thing, use your common sense, if you're distracted while you're driving a car, think what could
happen to you, what could happen to your family."

The Minnesota State Patrol will have more patrols on the roadways this summer for both the 100
deadliest days and to reduce fatal crashes due to high speeds.

KAAL-TV
05.08.24

Officials working toward zero deaths
By:Alex Cotter

OFFICIALS WORKING TOWARD ZERO DEATHS
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Link: Officials working toward zero deaths - ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com

(ABC 6 News) — Officials at Wednesday’s Toward Zero Deaths meeting addressed the growing concerns on
Minnesota roads like distracted driving, driving through construction zones and impaired driving
especially when it comes to cannabis use.

Since Toward Zero Deaths began in 2003, deaths on Minnesota roads have dropped 37 percent. Officials
say that wouldn’t be possible without working

“This year we have a breakout session on our strategic highway safety plan and that’s again one thing
trying to get some input and do some of these focus areas so we can better understand the issues and
again trying to improve traffic safety,” said MnDOT District 6 Engineer Mark Schoenfelder.

Officials addressed construction zone safety but say drivers need to do their part too.

“So, what we really need form drivers is to pay attention, slow down and follow those signs and be aware
of what they are doing in those work zones driving through those work zones at 50, 60, 70 miles an hour
can really be hazardous to both the driver and the people working in those work zones,” said MnDOT
Traffic Safety Engineer Derek Leuer.

But one of the big topics is cannabis. Now that it’s legal in Minnesota, law enforcement needs to find
impaired drivers on the roads.

“We have these devices we are doing an oral fluid study now here in Minnesota were drug recognition
evaluator. If we come into contact with someone we think or come into the opinion that we think they
are impaired by a controlled substance, we can ask them to voluntarily to give an oral fluid sample ir}}té)
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one these machines,” said Sgt. Eric Bromann with the Minnesota State Patrol.

The data from the device can have an impact on the officer’s report because it’s not a legal measurement
of how someone is impaired, at least not yet.

“This information along with our opinion will be submitted to the Minnesota BCA and they will compile a
report of our legislature and they will get those result in February 2025 to make a decision are these
reliable devices,” said Sgt. Bromann.

Sgt. Bromann said he has used this new cannabis detection device six times and every time, the results
were accurate compared to traditional testing. We'll see what the legislature decides next session.

Impaired Driving Media Coverage

KTTC-TV
11.21.23

MN State Patrol to crack down on DWIs this holiday season
ByQuinn Gorham

KTTC.
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Link: MIN State Patrol to crack down on DWIs this holiday season (kttc.com)

ST. PAUL, Minn. (GRAY) — The Minnesota State Patrol announced a campaign to cut down on holiday
DWIs on Tuesday.

The campaign will put additional DWI patrols on the road in an effort to minimize incidents at a busy time
of year.

“More than 300 law enforcement agencies including troopers, deputies, and officers will be looking at
arresting impaired drivers,” said Shannon Grabow with the Office of Traffic Safety.

At Tuesday’s announcement, one officer who spoke detailed his own experience being impacted by a
DWI.

“On December 4, 2020, | was on a traffic stop on Highway 95 east of North Branch,” said Chisago County
Deputy Kyle Puelston, “...all of a sudden | heard this violent sound of metal on metal behind me. It was
distinct; I'd never heard a sound quite like that before. As | was sitting stationary in my squad car, | felt
myself hurled forward and my head hit the top of the roof of the inside of my squad car and snapped
backward.”

The driver’s breathalyzer test registered more than three times the legal BAC limit, and left Puelston off
the job for months.

“[I went and] saw a concussion specialist and was diagnosed with a traumatic brain injury. For the next
month | spent most of my time in a dark room,” he said.

As part of the campaign, officers like Puelston will also be taking part in a social media push

calledd 2 KI {1 Q& \&hére thefsBake ¢he reasons they’re against driving while intoxicated.
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Puelston shared his reason while recalling the impact statement he made about the incident.

“] was tired of seeing drunk drivers take the lives of people, but also take the quality of life away from
people. So this holiday season law enforcement is going to continue the fight to keep drunk drivers off the
road,” he said.

From 2018-2022, the state has seen a total of 11,000 DWI incidents during the holiday season (Day before
Thanksgiving through New Years Day).

Officers say any drug, alcohol or otherwise, can result in intoxication. That message is especially
important now that cannabis is legal.

“We’re hopeful that our message of making wise decisions resonates with people and those who are
choosing to consume legally. Don’t decide to get behind the wheel,” said Col. Matt Langer.

Langer stressed that they’re aware people drink during the holidays, but advised people to plan ahead.
“We’re not standing here saying don’t go out and have a good time or don’t enjoy yourself. But what we
are saying is if you plan to drive, there is no excuse for [not] planning a sober ride or a ride-sharing service
or public transportation,” he said.

DPS says if a friend or family member tries to drive while intoxicated, try to convince them not to. If
you’re worried about their safety or the safety of others, call 911.

KTTC-TV
11.21.2023

Cracking down on drunk drivers during the holiday season
ByOlivia Prondzinski
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EXTRA PATROL TARGETING DWI VIOLATIONS STARTING TOMORROW KTTG‘B

Link: Cracking down on drunk drivers during the holiday season (kttc.com)

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — The day before Thanksgiving is known as “Blackout Wednesday.” It refers to a
night of binge drinking due to college students returning home for the holiday.
Each day, around 37 people die in drunk driving crashes nationwide, according to the U.S. Department of
Transportation. That’s one person every 39-minutes.
During the holiday season, the Minnesota State Patrol (MSP) is working to prevent that number from
climbing.
Sgt. Troy Christianson, with MSP, said drivers can expect to see extra patrols on the road, with a target for
DWI violations.
“Along with the holiday’s people like to celebrate and that’s great but it’s important that you have a
designated driver, make sure you take advantage of some ride shares, or just stay where you are at if you
are consuming any type of alcoholic beverages,” Christianson added.
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In 2022, from Thanksgiving through New Year’s, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety made more
than 2,000 DWI arrest.

KTTC-TV
11.27.23

More than 400 DWI arrests made during Thanksgiving weekend
ByEric Min
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Link: More than 400 DWI arrests made during Thanksgiving weekend (kttc.com)

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — The Minnesota State Patrol reported there were 409 DWI arrests on
Minnesota roads during the Thanksgiving period from Wednesday November 22 to Monday November
27. 101 of those arrests came on Thanksgiving day, 70 happening on Black Friday, and 190 arrests made
over the weekend. The Rochester Police Department said there were eight DWI arrests in the city from
Thursday through Saturday.RPD said those numbers are average for the Thanksgiving holiday period.

KTTC-TV
03.17.24

Law enforcement urges designated sober rides on St. Patrick’s Day Close
ByEric Min

R KTTC
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Link: Law enforcement urges designated sober rides on St. Patrick’s Day (kttc.com)

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — With St. Patrick’s Day being in the weekend, officials say more people will be
out celebrating — raising concerns over more impaired drivers. They say a safe trip home is necessary for
the night to end well.

To reduce such incidents, Peter Bartz, the owner of Safe Ridez in Rochester, provides a designated driver
service that gives you and your car a ride home when you are under the influence. Although St. Patrick’s
Day is on a Sunday, Bartz shared he has been busy on Friday and Saturday as well.

“Definitely, when we see Saint Patrick’s Day on the weekend, you’re probably going to see a bigger turn
out,” he said. “People have a little more free time, so they’re going to spend that celebrating.”

On Wednesday, Minnesota State Patrol Sergeant Troy Christianson said law enforcement had more DWI
arrests when St. Patrick’s Day falls on a weekend. Data from Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS)
showed weekends consistently had at least average or above average arrest and crash numbers.

“Our goal is to make sure that nobody gets hurt or injured or killed this weekend on the holiday,”
Christianson said. He explained more officers will be patrolling on Sunday for road safety.

Bartz recommended everyone to plan ahead before a hangout and consider having a designated driver.
He told KTTC Safe Ridez will open early at 6 p.m. and will provide services until all the bars close at the
end of the night.

“If we're going to be celebrating and have a little bit of that Irish spirit, It's probably best that we get a call
in and that get a ride home. We want to be safe on the road. We want to be all be here tomorrow and see
our families.”

Safe Ridez Owner Peter Bartz

KIMT-TV
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Olmsted County Sheriff's Office talks increase in drug-related DUI's
By Evan Berg
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OC SHERIFF'S OFFICE TALKS INCREASE IN DUI'S

ROCHESTER, MN

Link: Olmsted County Sheriff's Office talks increase in drug-related DUI's | News | kimt.com

ROCHESTER, Minn.-The Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office reported in its July newsletter that it has seen
around 81 DUI’s so far in 2024, compared to a total 54 cases in 2023.

Of those reported cases 32 were drug related DUI’s, a dramatic increase compared to 4 drug related DUI’s
the department reported last year.

Jim Schueller, chief deputy, says the Sheriff’s Office credits this dramatic increase in cases to its deputies
who have become better trained to spot intoxicated drivers after the legalization of recreational
marijuana in Minnesota in August of 2023.

“That's probably the biggest jump that I've seen in my time in law enforcement in the past 25 years. We
52
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can attribute that to a lot more training for our officers to pick up on the cues there,” Schueller said.

Since then the department has received $94,000 in grant money from the “Toward Zero Deaths” program
to train deputies to identify intoxicated drivers on the road before they can cause accidents.

The funds also fund extra shifts for deputies to patrol the roads and keep an eye out for distracted drivers.
Schueller said that whether it's marijuana or alcohol, intoxication can be dangerous on the road, so if
someone is going to party with those present, it's best to make other plans to get home.

KAAL-TV
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Drive safe as the weather gets nicer
By: Alex Cotter
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Link: Drive safe as the weather gets nicer - ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com

(ABC 6 News) — With the weather getting warmer and St. Patty’s Day coming up this weekend, some
drivers tend to let loose, a common concern this time of year for law enforcement.

After 46-year-old Joseph Rabe was arrested for allegedly fleeing from police, drinking and driving, and
speeding more than 100 miles per hour. Olmsted County Attorney Mark Ostrem says he doesn’t take
situations like that lightly.

“So, there’s just a whole lot of different changes that can get wrapped up in something like that. | do think
people don’t recognize some the collateral consequences that can come about,” said Ostrem.

In the state of Minnesota, driving 100 MPH or more could lead to someone losing their license. Driving
drunk can result in fines and jail time.

The Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office is alerting people out celebrating St. Patrick’s Day this weekend to be
safe.

“So, go out have a good time, enjoy the holiday, enjoy your friends all of that, but just make a good
conscious decision to not drive,” said Captain Kelly Lee with OCSO.

“If you’re going to drink stay out from behind the wheel. You know, walk you’re better off walking, call a
cab, something,” said Paul Whitney of Rochester.

But officials are also raising concerns over pedestrian safety.

“We have been getting many numerous complaints and close calls,” said Capt. Lee.

Paul Whitney walks in downtown frequently and says he’s been part of some of those close calls.

“The cars are coming, and they actually don’t even pay attention and you just about get ran over all the
time. And one of the ones down there is at the civic center and they do events. There’s a lot of people. |
could see bunches of people getting hit at one time it’s kinda crazy,” said Whitney.

But what’s not crazy is the serious charges a driver could face by hitting a pedestrian.

“Depending on the circumstances, that could be negligent or gross negligent. If you actually hit 53
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somebody, there could be criminal charges involved, but again the collateral consequences of actually
hurting somebody hitting somebody. We just need people to keep their heads up and pay attention,” said
Ostrem.

So big things to keep in mind here as the weather gets nicer and we approach the holiday weekend. Drive
safe speeds, don’t drive under the influence or distracted. And with a lot of people out bar hopping and
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day watching out for people crossing the street.

Deadliest Days Media Coverage
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Minnesota and lowa State Patrol weigh in on '100 Deadliest Days
By: KTTC Staff

‘KTTC

Link: Minnesota and lowa State Patrol weigh in on '100 Deadliest Days' (kttc.com)

KIMT-TV
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271 deadly crashes through August 18th this year. The Olmsted County

Sheriff discusses Toward Zero Deaths and 100 deadliest days
By: Maureen Dudley
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OVER 270 DEADLY CRASHES SO FAR THIS YEAR
ROCHESTER, MN

Link: 271 deadly crashes through August 18th this year. The Olmsted County Sheriff discusses Toward
Zero Deaths and 100 deadliest days | News | kimt.com 54
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KIMT News Three's Maureen Dudley checks in with OCSO on how '100 Deadly Days of Summer' is going
this year.

ROCHESTER, Minn.-The 100 deadliest days in Minnesota span from Memorial Day to Labor Day and make
up the 100 days where the most number of fatal crashes occur.

In Minnesota, through August 18th this year there have been 271 deadly crashes. That's higher than last
years 227 at this time.

According to Olmsted County Sheriff Kevin Torgerson, the state isn't getting close to it's goal of zero
deaths in the state.

He says, "No, we're not. Before covid we were on our way down and we were pretty excited. | remember
meetings talking about that we could be going below 300 and then COVID happened."

Once COVID hit, the number of deadly crashes spiked upwards towards 500, with 2021 showing 488
deadly crashes that year. The number of crashes started to slowly go back down with last year at a total of
419 deadly crashes.

With crashes still too frequent, Torgerson says, "the factors continue to be the same. The leading factor is
speed and then right it is impaired driving and distracted driving."

Law enforcement, MnDOT and EMS personnel are doing their part to get these numbers down but they
need help from the community so more deaths are not added to the total.

Torgerson says, "That's 200 families that are missing someone now and as they get into, whether its
students that aren't going to school this year, whether its holidays coming up as we lead into the holiday
season and schools and all those other activities for games and all that, that means there's family
members that aren't going to be able to attend those."

The short-term goal for Minnesota is to get below 225 deadly crashes by 2025, but ultimately the state
would like to head toward zero deaths on Minnesota roadways.

KTTC-TV
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Minnesota State Patrol reports more fatal crashes in 2024 as ‘100 deadliest

days’ concludes
By. Noah Caplan
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Link: Minnesota State Patrol reports more fatal crashes in 2024 as ‘100 deadliest days’ concludes
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(kttc.com)
(KTTC) — As many Minnesotans hit the road for Labor Day, for Minnesota State Patrol, it marks the end of

the ‘100 deadliest days.” According to MSP, the numbers for this time period and throughout the year are
trending in the wrong direction.

MSP data shows there have been more fatal crashes during 2024’s ‘100 deadliest days’ than there were in
2023. Additionally, there have been 30 more fatal crashes year-over-year in 2024 as of August 25.

“We have all sorts of engineering and also vehicle safety, but our crashes are still going in the wrong
direction, so it’s frustrating,” said State Patrol Sergeant Troy Christianson.

Sgt. Christianson says the uptick in fatal crashes is due to a variety of reasons. He says a decline in seatbelt
use combined with more impaired and distracted driving have all played a role.

“We need to make sure we keep focusing on the fatal four factors and we want to make sure we educate
people, but we’re also going to have extra patrols on the roadway,” Sgt. Christianson said.

Christianson added that more patrols would be on the roads for Labor Day weekend.

KAAL-TV
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Be safe during Memorial Day weekend travel
By KAALTV

STAYING SAFE THIS WEEKEND
! INCREASE IN TRAVEL FOR MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY
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Link: MSP: Be safe during Memorial Day weekend travel - ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com

With the holiday weekend here, many people are hitting the road. Safety officials want to ensure
everyone stays safe in light of the heavy traffic.

The Minnesota State Patrol’s top tips are always paying attention and following the speed limit. This is
especially true with the high number of drivers on the road. The Patrol expects spikes in both speeds and
overall traffic, which are significant factors in the increase in deadly crashes.

“We're already at 131 fatal crashes in the state. Last year at this time we were at 91, so that’s a significant
increase. And we’re just getting into the busy months of summer where we expect, where we’ll

see increases in traffic,” says Sgt. Troy Christianson of the Minnesota State Patrol.

These numbers are not just statistics, they represent lives lost and families shattered. It’s a stark reminder
of the importance of safe driving practices, especially during this holiday weekend.

These numbers are not just statistics, they represent lives lost and families shattered. It’s a stark reminder
of the importance of safe driving practices, especially during this holiday weekend.
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These numbers are not just statistics, they represent lives lost and families shattered. It’s a stark reminder
of the importance of safe driving practices, especially during this holiday weekend.

MSP is hoping to bring those numbers down by having more officers on rural roads where a lot of those
deadly crashes happen. This increased presence is a testament to their commitment to our safety, and it
should give us all a sense of reassurance as we travel this holiday weekend.

Before spending time with family, having fun in the sun, or honoring our fallen heroes, make sure to keep
your eyes up and speed down.

Share the Road Media Coverage
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Authorities urge caution, patience when sharing the road with farm

equipment amid harvest season
ByMegan Zemple
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Link: Authorities urge caution, patience when sharing the road with farm equipment amid harvest season

(kttc.com)

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — With harvest season in full swing, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety
(MDPS) is urging motorists to use caution and patience when sharing the road with farm equipment.
Farm equipment is large and heavy, making it difficult for operators to accelerate, slow down and stop.
Equipment can also create blind spots, making it hard for operators to see approaching vehicles.

The most recent data from the MDPS shows from 2020-2022, there were close to 400 crashes involving
farm equipment, resulting in six deaths and nearly 140 injuries.

According to Minnesota State Patrol Sgt. Troy Christianson, when drivers are behind farm equipment,
don’t assume the operator can see the vehicle and be patient.

“When there’s a line of traffic, backed up behind the farm machinery, they’ll pull over and let everybody
pass by, just to make sure everyone passes safely,” Sgt. Christianson said. “We’ll have a line of cars and
then a car will make a pass. That’s when we see side crashes with cars traveling the same direction or
head-on collisions.”

Authorities also advise that drivers watch for roadway debris dropped by farm equipment and trucks. It’s

safer to brake or drive through debris than to veer into oncoming traffic or off the road.
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Sgt. Christianson said it’s important that farmers make sure their equipment is in good working condition
with lights and flashers to increase visibility.

KTTC-TV
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MN State Patrol urging caution for drivers sharing the road with tractors
By. Matt Rineer

OLMSTED COUNTY

Link: MN State Patrol urging caution for drivers sharing the road with tractors (kttc.com)

Mar. 27, 2024

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — Minnesota farmers are set to begin planting season and will soon be dusting
off their equipment.

Drivers and farmers will soon be sharing the roads again, and the Minnesota State Patrol is cautioning
drivers to ease off the gas while farm equipment is out on the road.

The Minnesota State Patrol said in 2022, the state saw 164 crashes involving farm related vehicles with 61
injured and 2 fatalities. In 2023, 158 crashes occurred with 64 injuries and 2 fatalities.

Sergeant Troy Christianson said drivers should lower their speed and remain aware of surroundings when
sharing the road.

“What you see is rear end crashes. So, people come upon hills, or over hills or curves, and then run into
the equipment because they’re traveling much slower. It’s harder to adjust the speeds, so it’s important
you eliminate the distractions. Just make sure you focus on what’s going on around you,” Christianson
said.

The State Patrol is also advising motorists to watch for debris that could be dropped by farm equipment
and to drive with headlights on at all times.

“We also see people trying to pass tractors in unsafe zones, so make sure we eliminate unsafe passing and
just make sure that when you do pass you have plenty of distance and you’re not passing multiple
vehicles and then also farm equipment,” Christianson said.

There are two road signs drivers should be aware of to signal roads that typically see slow moving vehicles
and animal-drawn vehicles. These are marked by an orange triangle with red boarders, and a yellow sign
with a horse and carriage.

Distracted Driving Media Coverage

58


https://www.kttc.com/authors/mattrineer/
https://www.kttc.com/2024/03/27/mn-state-patrol-urging-caution-drivers-sharing-road-with-tractors/

KIMT-TV
08.05.24

Olmsted County Sheriff's Office shares new truck to stop distracted driving
By: Emma Esteb

- ROCHESTER, MN

Link: Olmsted County Sheriff's Office shares new truck to stop distracted driving | News | kimt.com
ROCHESTER, Minn. - The Olmsted County Sheriff's Office is seeing traffic deaths up more than 61% on
Minnesota roads this year compared to last and a big contributing factor is distracted driving.

The county received a $78,000 traffic safety grant and purchased a 2024 Chevy Silverado that is a fully
equipped squad car. The truck has the driver sitting at a higher vantage point to see distracted drivers
from a better angle.

It can be used by licensed deputies strictly for 'Towards Zero Deaths' also known as TZD traffic
enforcement. One big difference from other law enforcement vehicles is that the truck is unmarked.
Olmsted County Sheriff Kevin Torgerson says, “if they drive up or they see us in our marked squad cars,
you know, the phone goes down and obviously they start paying attention then we drive by and they go
back at it. This vehicle behind me is going to be a little bit more difficult to do that.”

Capt. Ryan Mangan says, “having a vehicle like this that is more blending in with normal traffic so that we
can get more violators, to be honest, sometimes when people are on their phones they are totally
oblivious to their surroundings whether it's a marked vehicle or not.”

The truck will be shared amongst regional counties, the Rochester Police Department and State Patrol.
The vehicle will be hitting the streets sometime next week, we were not told where it will be in the
county. 59
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Cutting down on distracted driving
By:Jordan Sansom

DISTRACTED DRIVING AWARENESS MONTH
ALBERT LEA POLICE WORK TO DECREASE DISTRACTED DRIVING
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Link: Cutting down on distracted driving - ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com

(ABC 6 News) — Drivers in Albert Lea will have to be more cautious as April is Distracted Drivers Awareness
Month.

Albert Lea Police and the Freeborn County Sheriff’s Office received a grant from the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety to help crack down on this issue.

“Minnesota is a hands free state, so you cannot have your cell phone in your hands when you’re driving
the vehicle,” Albert Lea Police Lieutenant Jeff Strom said.

In 2023, distracted driving contributed to 136 serious injuries and 33 deaths.

The Albert Lea police department is looking to put that grant money to good use.

“April is distracted driving awareness month so officers are out on overtime shifts, looking for distracted
drivers throughout the month of April,” Strom said.

This is for the statewide initiative, Towards Zero Deaths. It’s to limit the number of fatalities on the road.
Distracted means things like cell phone use, eating and drinking, or anything that causes you to take your
eyes off the road.

Even if you use your phone at a red light, law enforcement says it’s still a violation.

“Sometimes people will hold their phones, be at a stop sign and looking down and if they’re on their cell
phone that is a violation,” Strom said.

Those caught distracted driving will be subject to a $100 fine for the first offense. Anything after that and
the fine can go up to $300.

“Our focus for the month will be stopping, educating, and even citing those who are on their cell phones
or doing other forms of distracted driving,” Albert Lea police officer Chris Diesen said.

As officers are prepping to stop people from driving while distracted, ask yourself is it worth it to send
that text, or can you wait until you reach your destination.

At the end of the day, it’s all about making it to your location safe and sound.

It's much easier to pull over than being involved in a crash that’s going to cause someone to either be
injured, killed, and that person might be you,” Diesen said.

So when you’re driving, put the phone down and if you really need to use it, pull over away from traffic.
Officers say doing those little things can save lives.
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