
Welcome 
Northeast Regional 

Workshop
May 8, 2025



Welcome
Duane Hill, District 
Engineer, MnDOT 
District 1, and 
Northeast TZD regional 
co-chair 



For Your Information….
• Vendor booths available 
• POST credits/PDH (Professional 

Development Hours) are available
• Please turn your phones on silent



Vision
To prevent fatalities and serious injuries on 
Minnesota’s roads to get to zero 



Mission
To move Minnesota toward zero deaths 

on our roads using education, 
enforcement, engineering and 

emergency medical & trauma services. 



TZD Cornerstone
Four “E” approach:

Enforcement
Engineering
Education & Outreach
Emergency Medical & 
Trauma Services
Everyone Else!  
(Legislators, Judicial, Media)



State TZD Communications & 
Marketing Director
Kristine Hernandez​

State TZD Program & Operations 
Director
Annette Larson

Law Enforcement Liaisons
Frank Scherf, Northeast​
Becky Putzke, Northwest​
Bill Hammes, Metro​
Scott McConkey, South​

Child Passenger Safety Liaisons
Sheila Denton, Southern​
Shonette Micco, Hospital Support
Jasmine Wangen, Northwest
Randi Smith, Northeast

TZD Geographic Regions
Sue Johnson
NORTHWEST

Rahya Geisler
NORTHEAST

Katy Kressin
WEST 
CENTRAL

Bill Van Koevering
EAST CENTRAL

Sarah McGeary-
DeHaan
SOUTHWEST

Vanessa Thongvivong
SOUTH CENTRAL

Jessica Schleck, SOUTHEAST 

Paige Lowery
WEST METRO

Scot Edgeworth
EAST METRO
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Itasca County – Hwy. 169 Safety Issues
 and Initiatives along the Range



Driving Change: How Data is Shaping 
Safer Roads for All
Craig Flynn, Deputy Director
DPS Office of Traffic Safety



Tech Makeover: Upgrading from 
Old School to Cool School

Craig Flynn, Deputy Director
DPS Office of Traffic Safety



Building the Road Ahead: Shaping Our 
Future with Stakeholder Input and 
Strategic Action

Derek Leuer, State Traffic 
Safety engineer, MnDOT 
Office of Traffic Engineering



Break – Exhibits & Refreshments



Charting Our Course: Regional Action 
Planning for Strategic Success
Rahya Geisler
NE Toward Zero Deaths 
Regional coordinator



Lunch, Exhibits, & Networking 



From Urban to Rural: 
Strengthening Traffic Incident 
Management in Minnesota

Tony Kasella, 
Statewide TIM project manager,
Transportation Systems
Management and Operations



2nd Annual Tribal Traffic Safety 
Summit Update

Rita Karppinen – Anangikwe, Fond du Lac Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa



Opportunity on Hand from the Safe 
Streets for All Grant – Telemedicine
 
Arrowhead EMS representatives



NE Region TZD 
Community Coalitions



Aitkin County



Itasca County



D4SC
Southern St. Louis

and
Carlton County



Koochiching County



Northern St. Louis County
Lake County
Pine County

UMD College Coalition



Wrap up & Evaluation

Lt. Abigail Burch
Minnesota State Patrol 
District 3100



Year-to-Date Traffic-Related Deaths

As of May 7, 2024, there 
were 99 traffic-related 
deaths on Minnesota 
roads, compared to 125 
deaths at this time 
last year.
 



TZD Goal for 2025:
 225 or fewer traffic-related deaths

 980 or fewer traffic-related serious 
injuries



TZD State Conference
Tuesday- Wednesday, Oct. 21-22, 2025



NE Region Evaluation Workshop Survey



Thank you and drive safe! 
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