
Welcome 
South Central Regional 

Workshop
May 19, 2025



Welcome
Greg Ous, 
District Engineer, 
MnDOT District 7, and 
south central TZD regional 
co-chair 



For Your Information….
• Vendor booths available 
• POST credits/PDH (Professional 

Development Hours) are available
• Please turn your phones on silent



Today’s Agenda
9 a.m. Welcome & Regional Roundup 
9:15 a.m. Driving Change: How Data is Shaping Safer Roads for All 
9:30 a.m. Tech Makeover: Upgrading from Old School to Cool School 
9:45 a.m. Building the Road Ahead: Shaping Our Future with Stakeholder Input 
and Strategic Action 
10:15 a.m. Break 
10:30a.m. Charting Our Course: Regional Action Planning for Strategic Success 
11:15a.m. From Urban to Rural: Strengthening TIM in Minnesota 
11:45 p.m. Lunch & Exhibits 
12:30 p.m. Exploring the Impacts of Mental Health on our Roadways Panelists
1:30 p.m. AI: The Future, Rewritten – Beyond Imagination, From Code to 
Cognition. 
2:30 p.m. Youth E-Bike Safety Study
3 p.m. Wrap up & Evaluation 
3:15 p.m. Adjourn



Vision
To prevent fatalities and serious injuries on 
Minnesota’s roads to get to zero 



Mission
To move Minnesota toward zero deaths 

on our roads using education, 
enforcement, engineering and 

emergency medical & trauma services. 



TZD Cornerstone
Four “E” approach:

Enforcement
Engineering
Education & Outreach
Emergency Medical & 
Trauma Services
Everyone Else!  
(Legislators, Judicial, Media)



State TZD Communications & 
Marketing Director
Kristine Hernandez​

State TZD Program & Operations 
Director
Annette Larson

Law Enforcement Liaisons
Frank Scherf, Northeast​
Becky Putzke, Northwest​
Bill Hammes, Metro​
Scott McConkey, South​

Child Passenger Safety Liaisons
Sheila Denton, Southern​
Shonette Micco, Hospital Support
Jasmine Wangen, Northwest
Randi Smith, Northeast

TZD Geographic Regions
Sue Johnson
NORTHWEST

Rahya Geisler
NORTHEAST

Katy Kressin
WEST 
CENTRAL

Bill Van Koevering
EAST CENTRAL

Sarah McGeary-
DeHaan
SOUTHWEST

Vanessa Thongvivong
SOUTH CENTRAL

Jessica Schleck, SOUTHEAST 

Paige Lowery
WEST METRO

Scot Edgeworth
EAST METRO
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Impact Teen Driver

• 2023: 15 schools – 1,137 of 10th graders reached
• 2024: 60 schools – over 3,400 students reached

Curriculum focus on 
• Impaired driving 
• Speed/reckless
• Seat belts 
• Distraction
• Being a good passenger  



Doing something simple like applying lip gloss while 
driving a vehicle can be lethal.



Having too many passengers in the car can 
be lethal for teen drivers.



Passengers that act rowdy or distract the 
driver in any way can be lethal for teen 
drivers.





Driving Change: How Data is 
Shaping Safer Roads for All
Brandon Walters, 
MnCrash Administrator, 
DPS Office of Traffic 
Safety



Brandon Walters, 
MnCrash Administrator, 
DPS Office of Traffic 
Safety

Tech Makeover: Upgrading from Old 
School to Cool School 



Building the Road Ahead: Shaping Our 
Future with Stakeholder Input and 
Strategic Action

Derek Leuer, State Traffic 
Safety Engineer, MnDOT 
Office of Traffic Engineering



Break – Exhibits & Refreshments



Charting Our Course: Regional Action 
Planning for Strategic Success
Vanessa Thongvivong, 
South Central Toward Zero 
Deaths Regional 
Coordinator



From Urban to Rural: Strengthening 
Traffic Incident Management in 
Minnesota
Tony Kasella, Statewide TIM 
Project Manager, 
Transportation Systems 
Management and 
Operations



From Urban to Rural: 
Strengthening Traffic Incident 
Management in Minnesota

Aimee Eggen 
Program Coordinator 
DPS Office of Traffic Safety 
Trooper John Ophoven 
Minnesota State Patrol 
District 2900



From Urban to Rural: 
Strengthening Traffic Incident 
Management in Minnesota

Aimee Eggen 
Program Coordinator 
DPS Office of Traffic Safety 
Trooper John Ophoven 
Minnesota State Patrol 
District 2900



Lunch, Exhibits, & Networking 



Exploring the Impacts of Mental 
Health on our Roadways
James Eberspacher, 
Division Director, 
Impaired Driving Solutions



AI: The Future, Rewritten – Beyond 
Imagination, From Code to Cognition
Brian Klebig, professor, 
Communication Department, 
Bethany Lutheran College; 
Ben Lundsten, assistant professor, 
Media Arts Dept., Bethany 
Lutheran College; 
Sheng Sang, assistant professor, 
Engineering Science Dept., Bethany 
Lutheran College 



E bikes
Caroline Ketcham, Active 
Transportation planner, 
Office of Transit & Active 
Transportation



Wrap up & Evaluation

Capt. Jean Cemensky 
Minnesota State Patrol 
District 2200 & 
South Central 
TZD Regional 
co-chair



Speeding can be lethal.



Seat belts are important to 
my safety.



I will speak up as a passenger to 
promote safe driving.



I know which passenger behaviors 
can be lethal.



Comments

I just want to say I really liked this presentation. I know for sure 
how to be a safe passenger and driver. it’s just the only one I'm 
really in the car with is my mom and even though I tell her not 
to drink her drink and tell her to not be on her phone she 
doesn’t listen this kind of helped me on what to tell her on how 
I feel uncomfortable in the car with her when she is distracted 
because the last thing I need is my mom dead. Thank you, guys, 
so much!!

The information you shared with us 
was really useful and helped me 

understand a lot & I discovered many 
things I wasn't aware of.

I feel I learned a lot 
about reducing the risks 

of driving, thank you!



• 2024 was a great success in Southcentral Region for Impact Teen Driver
• 2025 currently has:

• 17 schools scheduled
• 5 schools pending dates
• 23 schools awaiting schedules, several of which are new contacts 

for this year!



Year-to-Date Traffic-Related Deaths

As of May 16, 2025, there 
were 112 traffic-related 
deaths on Minnesota 
roads, compared to 133 
deaths at this time 
last year.
 



TZD Goal for 2025:
 225 or fewer traffic-related deaths

 980 or fewer traffic-related serious 
injuries



TZD State Conference
Tuesday- Wednesday, Oct. 21-22, 2025



SC TZD Regional Workshop 
Evaluation



Thank you and drive safe! 
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