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Hello Minnesota Crash Responders!

The second quarter of 2025 has brought continued momentum
for Minnesota'’s Traffic Incident Management (TIM) efforts.
We're especially excited to announce the official launch of
MnTIM Training at this fall's TZD Conference. With both
morning and afternoon sessions, we're working to make
training more accessible to responders across the state.
Additional training dates and locations will follow later this year
—stay tuned!

Behind the scenes, we're still fine-tuning the new Scene Safe
video. Once complete, this resource will reinforce critical on-
scene safety practices and is expected to be ready for public
distribution later this summer.

This edition also includes powerful reminders of why our work
matters. From serious responder-involved crashes to national
line-of-duty deaths, we're reminded that every effort to
improve scene safety saves lives. We've included mental health
resources to support you as you continue this high-stakes
work.

If you've ever considered becoming a TIM trainer, now is a great
time—click here to be notified of when virtual classes become
available.

Thank you for your dedication and commitment. Stay safe out
there—and as always, we're here to support you.

MN Crash Data: January 1 - May 31, 2025**

*Please note: Crash reports are continually being submitted to the
database from which these results were calculated. Therefore, these
results may continue to change depending on the search criteria
used.

Source: https://mncrash.state.mn.us/

**Source: MN Office of Traffic Safety

s © =
3 Nile S

1 Commercial

Work
Lone
HEN

Vehicle
Crashes

140 Egg}ities**

TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT

T

Aimee Eggen, Office of Traffic Safety
Tony Kasella, Department of Transportation
Lt. Andrew Martinek, Minnesota State Patrol

e
|
25

Total
Crashes

Property

18Kmee

Crashes


https://fhwatimtraining.wufoo.com/forms/virtual-tim-ttt-course-notification-list/
https://fhwatimtraining.wufoo.com/forms/virtual-tim-ttt-course-notification-list/
https://mncrash.state.mn.us/
https://mncrash.state.mn.us/

LOCAL NEWS:
MN Deputy Critically Injured in I-90 Rear-End Crash

On April 14, 2025, Deputy Logan Waldner of the Nobles
County Sheriff's Office was critically injured after his
squad vehicle was rear-ended while parked on the
shoulder of Interstate 90. The crash occurred while
Deputy Waldner was assisting at the scene of a
separate crash investigation, with emergency lights fully
activated at the time of impact.

According to initial reports, the motorist involved stated
she saw the emergency lights but was unable to stop in
time. The circumstances of the crash remain under
investigation.

According to the Nobles County Sheriff's Office
Facebook page, “Logan sustained a traumatic brain
injury while serving his community—an act of bravery
that now defines not just his profession, but his spirit”
and that he was transported on May 7 from the
hospital to a rehab facility, where he will undergo
intensive therapy and rehabilitation.

Deputy Waldner progress is being chronicled on a
CaringBridge site, where updates are regularly posted
for those wishing to follow and support his journey.

A benefit account has been established at the 1* State
Bank Southwest, Worthington, to assist Deputy Waldner
and his family during this challenging time. For those
unable to donate through the bank, well wishes and
greeting cards can be mailed to:

Nobles County Sheriff's Office
1530 Airport Road, Suite #100
Worthington, MN 56187

This incident is a sobering reminder of the risks
responders face daily. Please continue to practice safe
traffic incident management, maintain high-visibility
positioning, and remain vigilant on scene.

Stay safe.
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ACROSS THE NATION:
Ohio Lt. Killed While Assisting Stuck Motorist

Tragedy struck in Congress Township, Ohio, on
the night of Friday, June 7, when Lieutenant Paul
Charles Mickolick of the Town and Country Fire
District was fatally struck by a vehicle while
assisting a motorist whose truck had gone off
the road.

Lt. Mickolick responded to a call around 10:30
p.m. on Stratton Road, south of Jeffrey Road,
arriving in his personal vehicle to help a driver
whose F-150 was stuck in a ditch. After assessing
the situation and radioing to slow the response
of other units, Lt. Mickolick began assisting the
driver. Moments later, another vehicle traveling
southbound veered off the roadway and struck
both the F-150 and the two men standing
nearby.

Emergency crews arrived quickly and began life-
saving efforts. Lt. Mickolick was transported to a
local hospital where he was pronounced dead.
The driver he was assisting sustained serious
injuries and was airlifted to another facility.

This heartbreaking incident underscores the
continued danger first responders face on
roadways, even while off duty. Lt. Mickolick’s
dedication and sacrifice are being honored by
the Town and Country Fire District and the U.S.
Fire Administration.

For further details, see official reports and
statements from:
e Town and Country Fire District - Facebook
Statement
* WHIO News Coverage
e USFA Line-of-Duty Death Report



https://abc7chicago.com/post/memorial-honor-chicago-tow-truck-driver-hussain-farhat-killed-hit-run-crash-94-waukesha-county-wisconsin/15711596/
https://www.caringbridge.org/site/ed1edc9b-1a17-11f0-8096-b99634dd46c8?utm_source=website_share&utm_medium=share_button&utm_term=&utm_content=link_share_button&utm_campaign=private_home_page
https://www.facebook.com/TownCountryFireDistrict/posts/pfbid02f7CLVMvo8Rwi2TGXfbUhZYruiCw57LVyGj5YhGdfHf5RuVcnPZpeMB58cPQj6nBwl
https://www.facebook.com/TownCountryFireDistrict/posts/pfbid02f7CLVMvo8Rwi2TGXfbUhZYruiCw57LVyGj5YhGdfHf5RuVcnPZpeMB58cPQj6nBwl
https://www.whio.com/news/local/ohio-first-responder-hit-killed-while-helping-driver-who-got-stuck-ditch/2OH7SZMZSNFOTNMLBGJJIB6O7A/
https://apps.usfa.fema.gov/firefighter-fatalities/details?id=7561

Mini eAAR (After Action Report): June 6, 2025, 9:49 a.m.
Crash EB 494 | AT 12™ AVE

EVENT SUMMARY

EID: 14764118 Classification: CRASH
Patrol Event #: P250295516 Location: EB 494 | AT 12TH AVE
TMC Event #: T250050377 Open: June 6, 2025, 9:49 a.m.
Maintenance Event #: M250025926 Lanes Cleared: 10:51 a.m.
Camera: 418 All Clear: 10:57 am.

On June 6, 2025 a crash occurred on EB 494 | AT 12TH AVE. A brief summary of the event follows:

The crash was reported at 949 a.m..
The CRASH was verified on camera number 418 as occurring at 9:47 a.m.

The Trooper was dispatched at 10:22 a.m. (33 minute(s) after the event was created).
The Trooper arrived at 10:37 a.m. (14 minute(s) after being dispatched).

Congestion graph(day of incident and previous 90 day averages) and data points:
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The FIRST unit was dispatched at 9:49 a.m. (0 minute(s) after the event was created).
The FIRST unit arrived at 10:18 am. (29 minute(s) after being dispatched).

»

The tow truck was requested at 10:08 a.m.. (19 minute(s) after the event was created). .-
The tow truck arrived at 10:26 a.m. (18 minute(s) after being notified).

The fire truck was requested at 9:51 a.m.. (2 minute(s) after the event was created).
The fire truck arrived at 10:03 am. (11 minute(s) after being notified).

Lanes were cleared in the following timeline:

Lanes were cleared at 10:51 am. , 64 minutes (time lane was blocked).
The roadway was cleared at 10:5T a.m. , 61 minute(s) after the incident started (gvent time of
incident).

Motorist roadway exposure time: 64 minutes
Responder roadway exposure time: 48 minutes
Secondary crash event at 10:50am (hit and run)

Initial incident scene(center and right lane blocked) Congestion map at 10:35am
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Responder Resources: Webinars & Podcasts

The Talking TIM webinar series provides a forum where
TIM practitioners can exchange information about current
practices, programs, and technologies. Each month,
Talking TIM will highlight successful programs, identify
best practices, and showcase technology that advances
the profession.

Register for each month, by clicking on the dates below:

Talking TIM |_June 25, 2025
88 Talking TIM | July 23, 2025
AT A Talking TIM |August 27, 2025
4 AY Talking TIM |September 24, 2025

NATIONWIDE
TRAINING - FHWA

The latest national training maps from FHWA
show updated figures on Traffic Incident
Management (TIM) training across the country.

Minnesota has seen a modest increase, with
22.6% of responders now TIM-trained as of May
2025—up from 21.5% in July 2024. FHWA also
recently raised its national training goal from
60% to 65%, encouraging continued progress in
building safer, more coordinated incident
response.

Crash responders and traffic
incident management professionals
can stay up-to-date with best
practices through a growing
selection of specialized podcasts.
These on-demand resources feature expert
insights, real-world incident reviews, and the
latest in traffic safety.

Here is just one worth checking out — with more
available to explore.

ResponderSafety.com Podcast

TIM Training Program Implementation Progress
Percent Trained — Goal of 65%

- As of May 5, 2025
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MNTIM TRAINING TO LAUNCH AT 2025 TZD CONFERENCE!

The Minnesota Traffic Incident Management (MnTIM) team is thrilled to announce the official launch of MnTIM
Training! Our kickoff will take place as a preconference session at the 2025 Minnesota Towards Zero Deaths (TZD)
Conference on Monday, October 20, 2025, at the Mystic Lake Center in Prior Lake, MN.

To accommodate busy responder schedules, we'll be offering both morning and afternoon sessions, giving you

flexibility to attend at a time that works best for you.

Once available, registration details will be shared via our TIM newsletter distribution list. If this newsletter was
forwarded to you, be sure to subscribe directly so you don't miss future updates — click here to sign up.

This is just the beginning — additional MnTIM training dates and locations will be announced later this year.
We're excited to bring this training to more responders across Minnesota!

D¢


https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-june-2025-0
https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-july-2025
https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-august-2025
https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-september-2025-0
https://learning.respondersafety.com/Training/Podcast.aspx?id=May2023
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=RrAU68QkGUWPJricIVmCjLJmkv88dGtKv70smmUT0TlUNU5WMzJDRDJENFYxWlRGUk83SE5CNDc2Ui4u&origin=QRCode&route=shorturl
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Mental Health Matters: Supporting Minnesota’s Crash Responders

First responders—including law enforcement, firefighters, EMS personnel, and dispatchers—routinely face high-
stress, traumatic situations that can take a toll on their mental health. Prioritizing mental well-being is essential
not only for personal resilience but also for sustaining effective emergency response.

Why Mental Health Support Is Critical
e Chronic Exposure to Trauma: Repeated exposure to critical incidents can lead to cumulative stress,
anxiety, depression, or PTSD.
e Stigma and Silence: Many responders hesitate to seek help due to stigma or fear of professional
repercussions.
¢ Impact on Performance: Unaddressed mental health challenges can impair decision-making, increase
burnout, and affect team cohesion.

Minnesota-Based Resources for First Responders
This list is not all encompassing of the assistance that is available in Minnesota.

Peer Support & Resilience Programs
e MnFIRE Peer Support: Confidential peer support for firefighters. Matches responders with trained peers
who understand the unique challenges of the fire service.
e Hot Wash Peer Support: Certified peer support for firefighters, law enforcement, EMS, and dispatchers.
Endorsed by Minnesota's public safety training boards.
e Resilient Responders Program: A one-day wellness training designed to help first responders manage
occupational stress and support community mental health.

Crisis Support Lines
e Frontline Helpline: Confidential 24/7 support for first responders. Call 1-866-676-7500.
e MnFIRE Helpline: Dedicated crisis support for Minnesota firefighters. Call 888-784-6634.
e 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline: Nationwide support for anyone in crisis. Call or text 988.

Wellness Services

e League of Minnesota Cities: A toolkit to support members in addressing public safety mental health and
PTSD.

e Mental Health First Aid: Training to equip individuals to respond to mental health challenges.

e Ellie Mental Health - Protector Overwatch: Partners with law enforcement and first responder agencies to
offer wellness check-ins and mental health support.

e |nvisible Wounds Project: Offers mental health resources and support for Minnesota's military, first
responders, and their families, focusing on PTSD and suicide prevention.

Taking care of your mental health is as vital as maintaining physical readiness. Utilizing available resources and
support systems can enhance personal well-being and professional performance. Remember, seeking help is a
sign of strength, not weakness.

Disclaimer: The resources listed in this newsletter are provided for informational purposes only. The Minnesota
Traffic Incident Management Program does not endorse or recommend any specific agency, organization, or service
provider. This list is not intended to be comprehensive, and additional resources may be available locally, regionally,
or nationally. Individuals are encouraged to explore all available options and choose the support that best meets their
needs.

MINNESOTA TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT
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https://mnfireinitiative.com/peer-support/
https://hwpeersupport.org/
https://ahn.mnsu.edu/services-and-centers/center-for-rural-behavioral-health/about-us/current-center-projects/tough-call-protocol-and-resilient-responders-program
https://frontlinerehab.com/
https://mnfireinitiative.com/#:~:text=If%20you're%20in%20crisis,and%20full%2Dtime%20Minnesota%20firefighters.
https://988lifeline.org/
https://www.lmc.org/ptsd-mental-health-toolkit/#topics
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
https://elliementalhealth.com/first-responder-resources/
https://www.iwproject.org/get-help/

RESPONDER TIDBITS: EMERGENCY LIGHTS USE

Emergency lights on responder vehicles are more than visual alerts—they are critical safety tools for
both crash responders and the public. When used effectively, they improve scene visibility, reduce
secondary crashes, and support safe, quick clearance. However, improper or excessive use can create
visual confusion or distraction for drivers passing the scene.

Across Minnesota, all responders—law enforcement, fire, EMS, towing, and public works—play a role
in managing emergency lighting in line with Traffic Incident Management (TIM) principles and MUTCD.

Why it matters:

e Ensures responder and motorist visibility in all
conditions

e Establishes safe and defined work areas

e Alerts drivers early and guides traffic around incidents

e Prevents glare and distraction that can lead to
secondary crashes

Responder Actions:

Limit use to only what's necessary—reduce forward-facing lights when traffic control is in place.
Combine lighting with cones, arrow boards, and signs to establish a clear and safe scene.
Coordinate lighting use across all agencies on scene to avoid conflicting signals.

Maintain equipment—inspect lights regularly to ensure optimal performance.

When managed properly, emergency lighting plays a vital role in achieving the goals of TIM: responder
safety, safe quick clearance, and efficient incident scene management. Clear, consistent use of lighting
helps prevent confusion, protects lives, and keeps traffic moving safely.

Tl

DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC SAFETY

m DEPARTMENT OF
® TRANSPORTATION

Traffic incident management, or TIM, is a coordinated
effort by all responders to accommodate their safety,

Reduce responder victims’ safety, incoming traffic's safety, and overall
exposure mobility.
M‘L Responders include those working in
E\ Reduce Secondary communications, emergency medical services, fire
a crashes and rescue, law enforcement, towing and recovery,

and transportation and public works.

- ) Reduce incident Contact:
{ clearance time .
trafficincidentmanagement.dot@state.mn.us

minnesotatzd.org/tim

fﬁé Reduce travel delay

Department of Public Safety
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mailto:trafficincidentmanagement.dot@state.mn.us
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/tim
https://dps.mn.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/innovation/innovator/issue99/page_03.html

