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It’s hard to believe summer is already behind us — but your Minnesota TIM team has been busy! This
quarter’s newsletter is packed with important updates and opportunities to get involved:

Crash Responder Safety Week (CRSW) is almost here — November 17–21, 2025. We have two training
sessions available and have requested a Governor’s proclamation, two metro bridges will be lit in
observance, and TZD will be sharing safety messages on social media to remind drivers to slow down and
move over.
MnTIM training opportunities are growing! This edition lists sessions in Shorewood, Winona, Fergus
Falls, Crookston, and Sartell — and we’re actively working to schedule more across the state. Keep
checking back on the website or watch for our updates as new sessions are confirmed. Now is the perfect
time to get trained — or take the next step and become a MnTIM instructor to help us train every crash
responder in Minnesota.
Safe Vehicle Positioning Best Practices. Learn how to place vehicles to protect responders, reduce
traffic disruption, and improve overall scene safety.
EMS & TIM Feature Article. Explore why EMS plays a critical role in traffic incident management and how
TIM training supports safer, faster, and more coordinated responses.
National TIM Training Update. Minnesota is now at 23% TIM-trained responders, but we are still well
below many states. FHWA recently raised the national goal from 60% to 65%, and we can get there —
with your help.
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Hello Minnesota Crash Responders!‌
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A‌imee Eggen, Office of Traffic Safety‌
Tony Kasella, Department of Transportation‌
Lt. Andrew Martinek, Minnesota State Patrol‌

Stay Informed:
Watch the Latest
SceneSafe Video
Today!

Get trained or become a trainer — and help make
Minnesota’s roadways safer.

https://youtu.be/AgLRseMJAQI?si=ALDmGJ_ljzboWrA9


As with all successful scene management, communication, coordination, and knowing our roles for
crash response as EMS providers is paramount at crash scenes. While TIM maybe a new term for you,
it is quite likely that your service practices some form of roadway safety at crash scenes already. There
is significant value in understanding the ‌“why” ‌it is important and ‌“how” ‌to best coordinate efforts on-
scene. The formal TIM Training (‌4 hours online or in person offerings‌) qualifies the concepts of basic
traffic incident response to best protect ‌all‌ responders at a scene.‌

The goal of crash scene response is to mitigate these incidents as safely and effectively as possible‌
while assuring that we all get to return home at the end of the shift. TIM training provides responders‌
of all disciplines with the tools and understanding necessary to assure that we are working within the‌
best practices to meet the goal of safely and efficiently, clearing the crash scene. Providing quality‌
patient care while working within the industry best practices of traffic incident management for
increasing scene safety, and ‌to the best of our abilities‌, mitigating the chances of severe injury or death‌
to responders at the scene and preventing secondary crashes are certainly our goals—ones that are‌
within our control and can be accomplished‌.‌ ‌

Whether your service responds to 5, 50, or 5000 crashes per year, it is how you communicate,‌
coordinate, and understand your roles for crash response that will make these scenes safer for‌
everyone involved. If there is any doubt about EMS having a TIM role at crash scenes, the answer is‌
certainly, yes. The TIM training is of value and will provide responders of all experience levels—‌from‌
the most seasoned provider to the newly certified‌—with a better understanding of assuring the ‌why ‌and‌
how‌ TIM will help all responders and the patients that we are there to assist, stay safer at crash‌
scenes.‌  ‌

Lastly, the Emergency Responder Safety Institute (ERSI) has earned accreditation from the‌
Commission on Accreditation for Pre-Hospital Continuing Education or better known by most of us in‌
EMS as, CAPCE. With this accreditation, ERSI’s online Responder Safety Learning Network modules‌
now qualify for credit to fulfill CAPCE continuing education requirements. These hours qualify for local‌
continued competency requirements (LCCR) and individual continued competency requirements
(ICCR). Please visit ‌ERSI CAPCE Update‌  ‌for more information on this exciting update and a list of‌
qualifying—‌multi-discipline‌—courses.‌  ‌

For more information on requesting an in-person training or accessing online training options, please‌
use the provided link to the ‌free‌ ‌TIM Training‌.‌
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EMS and Traffic Incident Management (TIM)‌
Does EMS have a TIM role?‌ -Matt Simpson, EMS Liaison‌

CrashCrash
ResponderResponder
Safety WeekSafety Week

November 17-21,
2025

November 17-21,
2025

Safety Starts With YOU - Slow Down and Move Over

https://learning.respondersafety.com/News/The-Emergency-Responder-Safety-Institute-Earns-CAPCE-Accreditation.aspx?utm_source=SendGrid&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=CAPCE-Accreditation&utm_id=CAPCE-Accreditation
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/tim/training


The TIM Responder Training Program was‌
developed by responders for responders, and‌
was designed to promote consistent training‌
of all responders to achieve the three‌
objectives of the TIM National Unified Goal‌
(NUG):‌

Responder Safety‌
Safe, Quick Clearance‌
Prompt, Reliable, Interoperable‌
‌Communications ‌

Participants will learn:‌
TIM fundamentals & terminology‌ ‌
Notification & scene size-up‌ ‌
Safe vehicle positioning & scene safety‌ ‌
Command responsibilities & traffic‌
‌management‌ ‌
Special circumstances (hazmat, fires,‌
‌towing)‌ ‌
Clearance & incident termination‌

Current Training Opportunities:‌
November 12, Winona, 6-10pm
November 18, Shorewood, 2-6pm
November 19, Fergus Falls, 6-10pm
December 4, Crookston, 6-10pm
January 7, Sartell, 5-9pm

🚨 ‌Register Today – Space is Limited!
 ‌

This is just the beginning — additional MnTIM‌
training dates and locations will be announced‌
as they are scheduled regionally across‌
Minnesota. We’re excited to bring this training‌
to more responders and improve safety for‌
everyone on our roadways!‌
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MNTIM TRAINING TO LAUNCH AT 2025
TZD CONFERENCE!‌
The Minnesota Traffic Incident Management (MnTIM)‌
team is thrilled to announce the official launch of‌
MnTIM Training! Our kickoff will take place as a‌
preconference session at the‌ ‌

2025 ‌Minnesota Towards Zero Deaths (TZD) Conference‌
‌Monday, October 20, 2025‌,‌

Mystic Lake Center in Prior Lake, MN‌.‌

To accommodate busy responder schedules, we’ll be‌
offering both ‌morning‌ and ‌afternoon‌ sessions,‌
giving you flexibility to attend at a time that works‌
best for you.‌

Session 1: 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM (Room Winona)‌
Session 2: 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM (Room Winona)‌

Limited to 50 attendees per session – register early!‌

Register is Required: 2025 TIM Training Registration

MINNESOTA TRAFFIC INCIDENT
MANAGEMENT (MNTIM) TRAINING
– FREE 4-HOUR CLASS‌

Want to help save lives on our roadway‌s? Become a
MnTIM instructor!‌

We’re looking for dedicated emergency responders
across the state to join our team of trainers. This is a
volunteer opportunity ‌if your agency does not
cover time or travel expenses—but the impact is
huge: you’ll help build coordinated, multi-agency
response teams and save lives on Minnesota
roadways.

Ready to step up? ‌Click here to be notified when‌
virtual instructor classes are available and take‌
the first step toward becoming a TIM trainer!

WE NEED TIM INSTRUCTORS ACROSS

MINNESOTA!‌
WE NEED TIM INSTRUCTORS ACROSS
MINNESOTA!‌

https://abc7chicago.com/post/memorial-honor-chicago-tow-truck-driver-hussain-farhat-killed-hit-run-crash-94-waukesha-county-wisconsin/15711596/
https://umn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_byeCHn3Pag6V6Zg
https://umn.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b3Y1FJHSWmn2Gvc
https://fhwatimtraining.wufoo.com/forms/virtual-tim-ttt-course-application/
https://fhwatimtraining.wufoo.com/forms/virtual-tim-ttt-course-application/
https://fhwatimtraining.wufoo.com/forms/virtual-tim-ttt-course-application/


Safe vehicle positioning is a Traffic Incident Management (TIM) best practice that ensures responder
vehicles are placed to protect responders and road users while minimizing disruption to traffic flow.

According to MUTCD 11th Edition, Section 6O.01(08):

Emergency vehicles arriving at an incident should be positioned to protect responders and
road users while optimizing traffic flow through the scene. Subsequent vehicles should not
interfere with the established temporary traffic flow.

UPSTREAM: Positioned to provide advanced warning or blocking DOWNSTREAM: Positioned to access patients or vehicles

As you approach each scene: 

Think tactically about positioning vehicles. 
Watch out for each other. 
Communicate safety concerns.

N AT I O N W I D E  T R A I N I N G  -  F H WA ‌
The latest national training maps from‌
FHWA show updated figures on Traffic‌
Incident Management (TIM) training across‌
the country. Minnesota has seen a modest‌
increase, with 23% of responders now TIM-‌
trained as of September 22, 2025 —up‌
from 22.6% in May 2025.‌ ‌

FHWA also recently raised its national‌
training goal from 60% to 65%, encouraging‌
continued progress in building safer, more‌
coordinated incident response.‌
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Best Practices for Safe Positioning

U‌se larger vehicles for upstream blocking‌ to shield responders and leave room for patient‌
‌transport and recovery operations.‌
U‌se lane +1 blocking ‌when appropriate, to provide responders safe working space.‌
Use MUTCD-compliant temporary traffic control‌ (signs, cones) to establish a safe workspace.‌
Prioritize safe, quick clearance‌ to reopen lanes as soon as safely possible.‌
Practice lighting discipline: ‌dim or turn off forward-facing lights when they are no longer needed.‌

RESPONDER  T IDBITS :  SAFE  VEHICLE  POSIT IONING  
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Traffic incident management, or TIM, is a coordinated effort by all responders to
accommodate their safety, victims’ safety, incoming traffic’s safety, and overall mobility.‌

Responders include those working in communications, emergency medical services, fire
and rescue, law enforcement, towing and recovery, and transportation and public works.‌

trafficincidentmanagement.dot@state.mn.us‌

minnesotatzd.org/tim‌

Department of Public Safety‌
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Responder Resources: Webinars & Podcasts

40.6K‌Total
Crashes‌

29K‌
Property
Damage
Crashes‌

14.9K‌Total‌
Injured‌

3.1K‌
Commercial‌
Vehicle‌ ‌
Crashes‌238‌Total‌

Fatalities**‌
1.6K‌Work‌ ‌

Zone‌
Crashes‌

MN Crash Data: January 1 - August 31, 2025**‌

Talking TIM | October 22
CRSW Kickoff Webinar | November 17
Talking TIM | November 26
Talking TIM | December 03 Crashes, not accidents: Fixing...roadside safety

Minnesota TIM 

mailto:trafficincidentmanagement.dot@state.mn.us
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/tim
https://dps.mn.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://mncrash.state.mn.us/
https://mncrash.state.mn.us/
https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-october-2025
https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-october-2025
https://transportationops.org/event/national-kickoff-webinar-crash-responder-safety-week-2025
https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-november-2025
https://transportationops.org/event/talking-tim-december-2025
https://podcasts.apple.com/is/podcast/crashes-not-accidents-fixing-our-broken-approach-to/id1092246229?i=1000704575958

