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Cass Lake Bena Schools Homecoming “Unparade”

The entire Cass Lake schools participated in an “Unparade” on October 3, 2025. Organizations set up their booths
or activities on the school grounds and the students walked around and visited with all the organizations. Over
1,000 students were estimated attending the event. MnDOT showcased a brand new snow plow that the students
could sit in and were able to sign their name on the blade of the snowplow. MnDOT also handed out candy and
zipper reflectors for their jackets or backpacks so that they are more easily seen when out walking or biking. TZD
had their “Under the Bar Booster in the Car” display which helps educate how tall the kids should be before
considering moving out of a car seat or booster.

Red Lake Nation Secondary School Career Fair

The 7-12th grade students in Red Lake were able to attend a career event with recruiting efforts from several
colleges and organizations. Students stopped by the booths asking questions and inquiring how much schooling or
type of requirements needs for specific jobs. This was also a great opportunity for students to start thinking about
college and what careers that they would like to pursue. Approximately 250 students participated in the day event.
MnDOT Human Resources/Career Recruitment and Toward Zero Deaths talked about the many careers within
District 2 as well as statewide.
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Enforcement Update: In 2025, through October 5, there were 289 traffic

« Seat belts and child restraints: Sept 21-28, 2025 -related deaths on MN roadways. This is 17% less
than this time last year (347). Speed related fatal-

- DWI (optional) October 31, 2025—Halloween ities (76) are 26% less than last year and the low-
« DWI (optional): Nov 7-8, 2025—Deer Hunting est to date since 2019. Bicycle fatalities to date

. DWI: Nov 26-30; Dec 4-6; 11-13; 18-20; 25-27; 31, 2025 (12) are more than twice as high as last year (5).

Bike Walk & Roll to School Day

October is Pedestrian Safety Month! Thief River Falls Schools participated in the National Walk and Roll to School
Day which was on Wednesday, October 8, 2025. This is an event focused on promoting safe, active transportation
for students. Communities celebrated by encouraging walking, biking, and rolling to school, highlighting the im-
portance of physical activity and pedestrian safety. This year, we had several elementary schools and the middle
school participate. It was a crisp, but nice morning for the kids who biked, walked, rollerbladed, or used a scooter.
Bike TRF, TZD, Teen TZD/Key Club, local volunteers, and city and county law enforcement helped with the event.
We even had the Teen TZD Mascots, Hero and Zero, that showed up to cheer on the kids.

Mark your 2025 Calendars

« October is Pedestrian Safety Month!

« October 20-24, 2025—National School Bus Safety Week

« October 21 & 22, 2025 (T-W) - TZD State Conference -Mystic Lake Center, Prior Lake, MN
« December—National Drunk & Drug-Impaired Driving Prevention Month

« December 1-5, 2025—0O0Ilder Driver Safety Awareness Week

« Apr 29, 2026—Teen TZD Conference—Evangelical Free Church in TRF

« April 30, 2026—NW Regional Workshop—Thief River Falls Legacy Center

Toward Zero Deaths Northwest Regional Newsletter

Sue Johnson, Towards Zero Deaths Coordinator — NW Region
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