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 Region Introduction, Highlights and Challenges  

 

 

Mission  

To move southwest Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads, using education, enforcement, engineering, and 
emergency medical and trauma services.  

Vision  

¢ƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ȊŜǊƻΦ 

 

The Southwest TZD Region includes 14 counties in southwest Minnesota: Big Stone, Chippewa, Kandiyohi, Lac qui 
Parle, Lincoln, Lyon, McLeod, Meeker, Murray, Pipestone, Redwood, Renville, Swift, and Yellow Medicine. The region 
consists of 11 unfunded coalitions and 3 funded coalitions. Several coalitions have experienced limited activity due 
to staffing transitions and time constraints; however, the TZD Regional Coordinator continues to provide support 
and address gaps to strengthen traffic safety efforts throughout the region. 
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Highlights from the region include: 
 

¶ Carfit 
The Southwest Region has been actively working to expand the Carfit program, which helps older drivers 
ensure their vehicles are properly adjusted for safety and comfort. Increasing Carfit events across the region 
supports the goal of reducing crash risk for older adults while promoting safe, independent mobility. The 
TZD Regional Coordinator is collaborating with local partners to identify new locations, recruit volunteers, 
and raise awareness to broaden participation and impact. We have had 2 events in McLeod County reaching 
24 individuals. Renville County was also active with three Carfit events and numerous one-one checks. 

 

¶ Bike Safety 
The Southwest Region provided bike safety education in three counties, reaching youth and community 
members with information on safe riding practices. The TZD Regional Coordinator supported these events 
by providing educational materials and safety blinky bike lights. 

 
 
 
 
 
Challenges from the region: 
 

¶ Decreased participation across the region. 
 

¶ Limited availability of volunteers to assist with events. 
 

¶ Insufficient funding to support local efforts. 
 

¶ [ƻǿŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪǎhop.
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 Region Fatal and Serious Injury Data 
Background Regional Death Rates 

 
 

 

 

                     
 

 

       

The Southwest Region experienced a slight decrease in traffic-related fatalities and serious injury crashes in 2024. 
The region continues to focus on reducing these incidents through coordinated efforts in education, enforcement, 
engineering, and emergency response. 

¶ 2024 Traffic Fatalities: 34 fatalities were reported in 2024. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ fatal crash numbers continue to 
align closely with recent trends, with a slight decrease. 

¶ 2024 Serious Injuries: 106 serious injuries occurred in 2024; this number has remained unchanged from the 
recent trends. 

 

Additional crash data are provided below, with full fatal and serious injury crash summary charts available in the 
Appendix. 
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Steering Committee  

 
 

The Southwest TZD steering committee held 3 meetings this past year. We currently have approximately 40 

members of various backgrounds that bring a variety of views to our group. We continue to have discussions 

about the region and ask ourselves άǿƘƻ is not at the table and should ōŜΚέΣ άƘƻǿ do we engage more of our 

political, education, and ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άǿƘŀǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Řƻ 

ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέΦ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ high priority areas: inattentive drivers, 

impaired roadway users, speed, intersections, lane departures, unbelted drivers/passengers and traffic safety 

culture. Our discussions centered on strategies to strengthen regional engagement, bring more champions to the 

table, and expand awareness of Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) efforts throughout the region. 

 

SW Regional TZD meeting (previously Steering Committee) Cadence: 

¶ May 24, 2025-SW Regional Workshop (in place of meeting) 

¶ June 17th-in person/virtual 

¶ September 16th-in person/virtual 

¶ October 21-22-State TZD Conference (in place of meeting) 

¶ January 13th 2026-VIRTUAL only  

 

                            
    *SHSP data 
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SW Regional Workshop  

TZD Regional Workshop  
                                                              

  
May 14, 2025 

 
Kelly Brunkhorst, District 8 

Engineer welcomed participants to 

the 2025 Southwest Regional 

Workshop held at Prairies Edge 

Resort and Casino in Morton, MN 

on May 14th, 2025. 76 traffic safety 

professionals representing all 14 

counties along with 10 exhibitors 

participated in the event. Use this 

link 2025 Southwest Minnesota 

Toward Zero Deaths Workshop to 

find additional information, 

including workshop presentations. 

The Southwest Minnesota TZD 

program aims to create a 

collaborative, comprehensive and 

regional approach to reduce traffic 

deaths and severe injuries. As part 

of these efforts, an annual 

workshop is held to help facilitate 

the implementation of TZD in all 

southwest Minnesota 

communities. Encouraged to 

attend are law enforcement, 

engineers, educators, emergency 

medical services, local 

policymakers, and other traffic 

safety advocates. 

The workshop participants are 

surveyed annually and each year 

the survey respondents rate the 

workshop with high marks and 

urge the planning team to 

continue to have the workshop 

annually. 

https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southwest/2025
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southwest/2025
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  TIM Presentation                                                                        Teen TZD Presentation          SWEMS Telemedicine Panel 
     Below: Captain Meagher   Below: Joan Somes Below: Lisa Kons 
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Southwest Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths 
Regional Workshop 

              tǊŀƛǊƛŜΩǎ 9ŘƎŜ wŜǎƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎƛƴƻ 
          рсмс tǊŀƛǊƛŜΩǎ 9ŘƎŜ [ŀƴŜΣ DǊŀƴƛǘŜ Cŀƭƭǎ 

     Wednesday, May 14, 2025 
 8:30 a.m. ς 3 p.m. 

  

 
Agenda 

  

8:30 a.m.      Registration and Continental Breakfast  
  
9 a.m.            Welcome & Regional Roundup  

Kelly Brunkhorst, District engineer, MnDOT District 8, and southwest Minnesota TZD regional  
co-chair; Sarah McGeary-DeHaan, southwest Minnesota TZD regional coordinator 

  
9:15 a.m.            Driving Change: How Data is Shaping Safer Roads for All  
                             Craig Flynn, Deputy Director, Office of Traffic Safety 

This presentation will highlight the Road Safety Information Center (RSIC), which uses data-
driven insights and advanced analytics to enhance safety, improve accessibility and identifying 
better strategies to serve underrepresented communities for a more informed, equitable 
decision-making. 
 

9:30 a.m.            Tech Makeover: Upgrading from Old School to Cool School  
                             Craig Flynn, Deputy Director, Office of Traffic Safety 

In this session, we'll explore the MnCrash reporting system modernization, focusing on its 
user-friendly updates, enhanced data collection through technology and seamless integration 
into your workflow ɀ making it more efficient and intuitive. 
 

9:45 a.m.      Aging & Driving: A Risky Intersection and a Kit to Decrease Risks  
Dr. Joan Somes, Minnesota Emergency Nurses Association  
A program aimed at increasing older driver safety in Minnesota has resulted in a toolkit of 
materials that can be used for seniors, their families, law enforcement and other stakeholders 
ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ȰÔÒÁÉÎ-the-ÔÒÁÉÎÅÒȱ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÃÕss why aging and driving 
should be of concern and includes a review the resources available for download in the toolkit. 

 
10:30 a.m.   Break  
  
11 a.m.    Teens Toward Zero Deaths  

Sue Johnson, northwest Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths regional coordinator and students from 
Thief River Falls and Goodridge Key Clubs  
Hear from teens in Pennington County that are working together to change traffic safety culture 
and bring awareness to mental health in an effort to eliminate teen deaths from traffic crashes. 
Then, hear an update on the Minnesota Impact Teen Drivers program that was implemented 
statewide in 2023. 
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11:30 a.m.     Building the Road Ahead: Shaping Our Future with Stakeholder Input and Strategic 
Action  
                        Derek Leuer, State Traffic Safety engineer, MnDOT Office of Traffic Engineering 

)Î ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÏÆ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ (ÉÇÈ×ÁÙ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ 0ÌÁÎȟ 
from ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÅÅÄÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔ ÈÏ× ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒ 
input shaped the plan and discuss the key steps for its rollout, including communication, 
implementation, and monitoring. Attendees will leave with a clear understaÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎȭÓ 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ×ÅȭÌÌ ×ÏÒË ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÇÏÁÌÓȢ 

 
12 p.m.    Lunch & Exhibits  
 
1 p.m.       From Urban to Rural:  Strengthening Traffic Incident Management in Minnesota  

Trooper Kenneth Willers, Minnesota State Patrol; 
Aimee Eggen, program coordinator, DPS Office of Traffic Safety 
Traffic Incident Management (TIM) focuses on the critical collaboration between agencies to 
clear incidents quickly and safely, reducing injuries, fatalities, and congestion. This session will 
highlight the key components of TIM, including the role of coalitions, effective communication, 
and upcoming training to ensure a coordinated response. Learn how TIM helps improve safety 
for both responders and the public while minimizing the impact of traffic incidents. Whether 
you're a first responder, law enforcement, or a traffic safety advocate, this session is for you!  
 

 1:30 p.m.    Rural Emergency Medical Services  and Telemedicine  
Panel Speakers: Ann Jenson, southwest Minnesota EMS; Jennifer Kirchner, Murray County 
Ambulance director; John Krohn, Wabasso Ambulance director; Rebecca Vande Kieft, Avel eCare  
This session will feature a panel discussion on how telemedicine advances Toward Zero 
Deaths objectives for rural emergency medical services. 

 
 2:10 p.m.          Road to Self-Care: Mental Health, Fatigue, and Driving  

Lisa Kons, Traffic Safety & Advocacy director, Network of Employers for Traffic Safety, Minnesota 
Safety Council 
Drivers experiencing strong emotional agitation (sadness, anger, anxiety, etc.) are 9.8 times 
more likely to be involved in a crash. Stressed drivers accelerate and brake more frequently  
and intensively than other driversɂand often drive at high speed, overtake other vehicles,  
and fail to stop at crosswalks. This session will review how taking care of and time for your  
mental health and sleep can keep you and your employees safe on the road.    

  
 2:45 p.m.      Wrap up & Evaluation  

Capt. Casey Meagher, Minnesota State Patrol, District 2300, and southwest Minnesota regional   
TZD co-chair 

  
 3 p.m.           Adjourn  
  
 

Please take time throughout the day to visit the traffic safety exhibit tables for reference materials  
and ideas to implement in your communities.  
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Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths  

2025 Southwest Regional Workshop 
Evaluation Summary  

tǊŀƛǊƛŜΩǎ 9ŘƎŜ wŜǎƻǊǘ ϧ /ŀǎƛƴƻ ς Granite Falls  

Wednesday, May 14, 2025  

  
Number of participants registered: 90  

Number of participants registered plus walk-ins: 92  

Total number of attendees (registered & walk-ins participants & exhibitors minus no-shows): 76  

  
Number of Qualtrics evaluations complete: 18 (24%)  

Number of Exhibitors: 10  

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ  

 !ǾŜǊŀƎ
Ŝ 

  

 wŀǝƴƎ   

όƻǳǘ 
ƻŦ  
 пΦллύ   

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ¢½5 wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΗ  оΦмм  

5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ /ƘŀƴƎŜΥ Iƻǿ 5ŀǘŀ ƛǎ {ƘŀǇƛƴƎ {ŀŦŜǊ wƻŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ  оΦмт  

¢ŜŎƘ aŀƪŜƻǾŜǊΥ ¦ǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ hƭŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ /ƻƻƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  оΦнн  

!ƎƛƴƎ ϧ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎΥ ! wƛǎƪȅ LƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ Yƛǘ ǘƻ 5ŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ wƛǎƪǎ  оΦрл  

¢ŜŜƴǎ ¢½5   оΦст  

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ !ƘŜŀŘΥ {ƘŀǇƛƴƎ hǳǊ CǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ LƴǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ !Ŏǝƻƴ  нΦтн  

CǊƻƳ ¦Ǌōŀƴ ǘƻ wǳǊŀƭΥ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀŶŎ LƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ  оΦмм  

wǳǊŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜƭŜƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ  оΦрл  

wƻŀŘ ǘƻ {ŜƭŦπ/ŀǊŜΥ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ CŀǝƎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ  оΦпп  

²ǊŀǇπǳǇ  оΦоо  

  
  
  
  
  
  



SW MN TZD Annual Report 2025 12  

Page 1 of 2  
  

               

!ǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ  !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ wŀǝƴƎ όƻǳǘ ƻŦ пΦллύ  
/ƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ  оΦуу  
[ƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ  оΦтм  
CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ  оΦтм  
CƻƻŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŀǝǎŦȅƛƴƎ  оΦрф  
9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ  b! ŦƻǊ нлнр  
9ȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝǾŜ  оΦпт  

  
  
Please write any comments about the general sessions.  

Å Make sure quiet speakers hold the mic!  Very good conference and thank you!!  

Å Loved hearing from the teens!   

Å I only rated TTZD because it was really hard to hear what they were talking about.  I did really like 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΗΗΗ Wǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ  ²ƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻƻ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ 

used the mic as well.   

Å It was great to hear from the kids from Teen TZD.  They bring such energy to traffic safety. More 

focus should be on the teens and younger kids if we are going to change how people view traffic 

safety.   

  
  
Do you believe it would be beneficial to start a Regional or Community Tribal Coalition in your area?  

Å No (2)  

Å Yes (7)  

Å Not Applicable in my region (6)  

Å No answer (3)  

  
  
Please write any comments on the arrangements (registration, location, food, materials, and exhibitors) 

N/A  

  
  
Do you have suggestions for topics you would like to see offered at future workshops?  

Å There should always be a mental health component/presentation.  More on involving the youth 

in traffic safety. How mental health and risky drivers are putting all in danger on our roadways 

and what can we do to address that?   

  
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ¢½5 

program? N/A  

  
Any other comments or suggestions are welcome  

Å Teen TZD info was informative as well as the connected ambulance technology presentation. 
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Regional Efforts  
 

 
 

Regional Seat Belt Efforts 

Seat belt use has been a consistent concern in the Southwest region. We continue to bring awareness through 

education, media, enforcement, and community engagement and events. We utilize the seat belt convincer to 

educate all ages on the importance of seat belt use. We also stress buckling up in our Impact Teen Drivers 

presentations in the high schools. 

Regional Distracted Driving Efforts 

We have been utilizing our Distract a Match, and Fatal Vision goggles through outreach events within our 

communities. We continue to do messaging throughout the communities via digital boards, radio, enforcement 

waves, and social media. Distracted driving is one of the key messages that we educate the high school students 

on in the Impact Teen Drivers curriculum. We also stress the importance of being a good passenger and not 

distracting the driver in the car. 

Regional Impaired Efforts 

The TZD equipment has been instrumental in helping with education on impaired driving and has provided an 

opportunity to build relationships with the regional traffic safety partners. Southwest TZD has attended various 

community events, health and wellness fairs, and multiple schools and colleges to educate on impaired driving. 

Along with the bean bag toss, Fatal Vision, Cannabis Goggles, Drowsy Goggles, Pedal Karts, and other hand/eye 

coordination activities to effectively demonstrate how your driving is affected by being impaired. We hope to 

continue to utilize this equipment to educate and inform that if you feel impaired you drive impaired. 

Regional Speed Efforts 

Though speed related deaths have decreased since last year, speed continues to be an issue within the 

Southwest region and entire state. In all our education efforts, we continue to stress SLOW DOWN and focus on 

driving. Extra enforcement, media and messaging and digital boards are a few of the major initiatives to decrease 

driver behavior. Minnesota State Patrol and Local Law Enforcement agencies are using speed trailers throughout 

the region and collecting the data. 

The Southwest Region is deploying Dynamic Speed Signs in six countiesτBig Stone, Swift, Chippewa, Meeker, 

Kandiyohi, and Lac Qui Parle. These signs provide real-time feedback to drivers on their speed, supporting efforts 

to reduce speeding and improve roadway safety throughout the region. 
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D8 Engineering  

Low cost, high benefit engineering safety improvements continue both state and local roadways. The district 

and each county are implementing safety plans to further reduce crashes. Although many factors affect traffic- 

related fatalities including the economy, driver behavior and weather the fact remains that many traffic safety 

professionals continue to look at proactive and systematic ways to reduce fatalities and serious injuries due to 

crashes. 

Construction Projects-D8 

¶ Hwy 7 τ Intersection study 

¶ Study of the intersection of Hwy 7 and Co. Rd, 15/24th St. in Montevideo 

¶ Hwy 7 τ Safety study 

¶ A safety study of Hwy 7 from just east of Hutchinson to Co. Rd. 9 in Lester Prairie 

¶ Hwy 23 τ Clara City 

¶ Construct an all-way stop-controlled intersection at Hwy 23 and Hwy 7 in Clara City. 

¶ Hwy 23 and Hwy 71 τ Raymond and Svea 

¶ Construct left turn lanes 

¶ 2024 Guardrail and rumble strips project 

¶ MnDOT installed guardrail, erosion control, and concrete curbing at the bridge over Wood Lake 

Creek, east of Wood Lake; culverts near the bridge were also replaced. 

¶ MnDOT installed rumble strips and ground-in wet reflective striping on new Hwy 67/old CR 2 

between Wood Lake and where Hwy 67 turns south toward Echo. 

Southwest Minnesota chevron sign project 

Beginning April 14, the Minnesota Department of Transportation is installing LED chevron signs along curves on 

highways in in Kandiyohi, Lac qui Parle, Lincoln, Lyon, Pipestone, Redwood, Renville, and Yellow Medicine counties. 

Chevrons are being installed to provide enhanced safety for drivers. 

Projects - Southwest Minnesota District 8 - MnDOT (state.mn.us) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy7montevideo/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy7safetystudy/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy23claracity/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy23raymond-hwy71svea/index.html
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 D8 Maintenance 
 

 
Year round, MnDOT maintenance employees provide maintenance and preservation of Minnesota state 
highways. Projects include: 

 
¶ Snow & ice control  
¶ Repairing potholes 
¶ Mowing along the highway 
¶ Guard rail repair 
¶ Removing debris from the highway 
¶ Paint striping 
¶ Patching 
¶ Shouldering 
¶ Ditch cleaning 
¶ Tree and brush clearing 
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Successes 

The Southeast Minnesota TZD program aims to create a collaborative, comprehensive, regional approach to reduce 

traffic-related deaths and severe injuries. As part of these efforts, an annual workshop is held to help facilitate the 

implementation of TZD in all Southwest Minnesota communities. A large group traffic-safety professionals 

attended the annual Southwest Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Workshop. 

Community outreach with events focused on: 

V Seat Belts 

V Impaired Driving 

V Distracted Driving 

V Speeding 

V Younger Drivers 

V Motorcycle Safety 

V Pedestrian Safety 

V Older Drivers 

Participating and engaging the southwest region with the TZD Tuesday campaign; distributing campaign 

materials to the SW TZD steering committee, safe roads coordinators, county engineers, and MnDOT District 8. 

Participated and presented about the TZD safety strategies and what role they can play when they are out on the 

roadways day and night to keep themselves and the public safe at the D8 wide get ready for winter meeting held 

on September 23, 2025. 

Interview with Reporter JP Cola, KWLM Radio-Willmar, about Southwest regional TZD workshop on May 14, 

discussed ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tƭŀƴΣ ŎǊŀǎƘ 

statistics, inattentive driving and driver safety tips. 

Provided and discussed with all Safe Roads Coordinators statewide and local crash data, shared Message Monday   

phrases, shared TZD Tuesday messages, seasonal patrol scripts/PSAs/and campaigns, helped develop and create 

new ideas to implement, and provided a variety of traffic safety resources. 

Maintained consistent communication and check-ins with Safe Roads Coordinators via Microsoft Teams, email, 

regular phone calls, and in-person visits. 

Shared several traffic safety grant funding opportunities with all safe roads coordinators to distribute to their 

teams to solicit engagement and submit applications. 

Shared MnDOT construction press releases and road closure announcements to impacted safe roads teams for 

widespread distribution. 

Coordinating the delivery of TZD equipment and education tools to and from Safe Roads Coalition Coordinators in 

the SW Region. At times transporting and delivering myself. 

Completed monthly reports accurately and timely. 
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Active funded coalitions (Lincoln/Pipestone, Lyon/Redwood, Renville) 

¶ Assisted and supported the funded TZD Safe Roads coordinators in various capacities throughout the 

year with supplies needed, assistance with events or directing to appropriate resources. 

Active unfunded coalitions 

¶ Assisted and supported the unfunded McLeod County Safe Roads Coalition in various capacities 

throughout the year with supplies needed, assistance with events, or directing to appropriate resources 
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SW Safe Roads Coalition Highlights: 
 
Lincoln/Pipestone-Funded 
 
The Lincoln and Pipestone Safe Roads Coalition is led by Southwest Health and Human Services. The Southwest 
¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ½ŜǊƻ 5ŜŀǘƘǎ ό¢½5ύ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
to help advance local traffic safety initiatives and promote safer roadways in the region. 

¶ Car seat technician training August 25 ς 27 in Eagle Lake, MN 
 

     
 

Lyon/Redwood-Funded 
 
The Lyon and Redwood Safe Roads Coalition is led by Southwest Health and Human Services. The Southwest Toward 
½ŜǊƻ 5ŜŀǘƘǎ ό¢½5ύ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
advance local traffic safety initiatives and promote safer roadways in the region. 

¶ Farmfest-Ag safety, Morgan, MN July 16th  

¶ National Night Out August 5th -Marshall 

¶ Bike Rodeo May 21st -Marshall 
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Renville County-Funded 
 
 

         
 

     
 

            
 
The Renville County TZD Safer Roads Together Coalition leads local traffic safety efforts in Renville County. The 
Southwest Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) Regional Coordinator supports the coalition and provides assistance as needed 
to enhance traffic safety initiatives and promote safer roadways throughout the county and region. 
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McLeod County-Unfunded 
 
The McLeod County Safe Roads Coalition operates as an unfunded coalition dedicated to improving traffic safety and 
reducing crashes within the county. Despite limited resources, coalition members work collaboratively to raise 
awareness, promote safe driving behaviors, and support the goals of the Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) program. The 
Southwest TZD Regional Coordinator provides support and guidance to assist the coalition in advancing its safety 
efforts. 
 
SW TZD Regional Coordinator put together 75 goody bags with a coloring book, bike safety & helmet info, along with 
blinky bike lights to be handed out at Winsted Night Out on August 7th. 
 

   
 

     
 
McLeod County Safe Roads hosted a Carfit event on September 5, with 11 participants at the HATS building. The   
SW TZD Regional Coordinator attended and provided each participant with a Safe Driving Guidebook. 
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A Carfit event was held in Winsted, McLeod County on August 20th in partnership with the SAIL (Stay Active and 
Independent for Life) program. We fit 13 individuals to their cars. The SW TZD Regional Coordinator attended and 
provided each participant with a Safe Driving Guidebook. 
 

            
 
 

McLeod County Safe Roads hosted additional TZD events throughout the county, providing traffic safety education 
to local communities, with support and assistance from the SW TZD Regional Coordinator as needed. The county is 
rejuvenating its traffic safety efforts throughout the region and bringing a renewed sense of excitement to its 
initiatives. 
 

¶ Hutchinson Fire Department Open House-ped/bike safety September 13 

¶ Traffic Safety Glencoe 
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SW Community Engagement - Highlights 
Swift County 
 
Benson Kid Day-Touch A Truck 
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Benson Kid Day-Teen Night 
 

     
  

 
  Benson Kid Day-Car Show 
 

  
 

Benson Kid Day-Parade   
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Benson Police National Night Out 

It was a great collaboration and look 

forward to next year! Countryside Public 

Health educated the public on Cannabis 

use. We had the seatbelt convincer and 

provided seatbelt education to all ages. 

The pedal cart and cannabis goggles were 

used for impairment education to all. 
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Swift County  
Welcome Week-Kerkhoven 

  
 

   
 

 

 

Swift County Welcome Week saw around 400+ people come join the event this year. TZD had the seatbelt convincer 
and educated on the importance of wearing a seatbelt. Older driver handbooks were distributed along with bike and 
pedestrian safety. D8 also brought a snowplow for everyone to climb up and check out the inside.



SW MN TZD Annual Report 2025 26 

 

 

    

Kandiyohi County 

Willmar School Drivers Education 

Drivers Education class at Willmar High School brings each class through 4 stations at MnDOT to talk about traffic 

safety, the stations are: 

¶ Seatbelt Convincer 

¶ Pedal Cart with Impairment Goggles 

¶ Sign recognition 

¶ Snowplow safety 

 

Willmar Welcoming Week 

 
  

 
The City of Willmar together with many community partners, 
hosted ǘƘŜ сǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ά²ƛƭƭƳŀǊ ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ²ŜŜƪ 9ǾŜƴǘέ on 
Saturday, September 13th, 2025, from 2:00 P.M. to 6:00 
P.m. in downtown Willmar. 
 
For the first time SW TZD was invited to this event and joined 
DPS in their booth. Education on seat belts, bike and 
pedestrian safety was provided in English, Somali and 
Spanish. Also available was the Safe Driving Handbooks for 
ages 65+. 
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Meeker County 

Grove City 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Southwest TZD was invited to give a presentation on older drivers to the C.A.R.E. (Community Answers for 
Reaching the Elderly) group in Grove City. Joan Somes and I spoke with 15 participants, focusing on how the 
natural effects of aging can impact safe driving, including changes in vision, reaction time, and mobility. We 
also highlighted CarFit, a program designed to help older drivers ensure their vehicles are properly adjusted for 
comfort and safety. The discussion provided participants with practical information and resources to support 
safe mobility as they age. 
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Lac Qui Parle County 
LQP County Fair 

  
 
 
Chippewa County Fair 
Chippewa County 
 

   
 
 
 
  
  

Southwest TZD Joined D8 at the LQP County Fair in 
Madison, MN this year. Cannabis education was 
provided to fairgoers along with seatbelt education. 

Southwest TZD 
partnered with 
Countryside Public 
Health at the 
Chippewa County 
Fair this year, 
offering an 
interactive activity 
that demonstrated 
the dangers of 
impaired driving. 
Fairgoers had the 
opportunity to 
experience the 
effects of impairment 
using Cannabis 
Goggles, helping to 
raise awareness 
about how marijuana 
use can impact 
driving ability and 
safety. 
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Carfit Train the Trainer-June 25, 2025 
 
Southwest TZD hosted a Carfit Technician Training in Marshall, MN. The class was taught by Amber Garcia, MA, BS, 
COTA/L, Academic Fieldwork Coordinator and Instructor in the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program at 
Minnesota West Community & Technical College in Worthington.  
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Yellow Medicine County 
Minnesota West-Canby 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

Southwest TZD, in partnership with Countryside Public Health, 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ²Ŝǎǘ /ŀƴōȅ /ŀƳǇǳǎ άDŜǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘέ 
event on August 27th. Students had the opportunity to learn about 
cannabis and impaired driving through hands-on activities with 
Cannabis Goggles, as well as receive important seatbelt safety 
education. 
 
²Ŝ ŜǾŜƴ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ά.ƭǳŜ Wŀȅέ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƳŀǎŎƻǘΗ 
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Redwood County 

 

   

  

      
  

Farmfest is a 3-day 
farm show that 
happens in Morton, 
MN which is in 
Redwood County.  
This is a large public 
engagement 
opportunity for 
Southwest TZD and 
District 8. This is a 
great opportunity to 
reach families of all 
ages and talk about 
traffic safety.  
It was a great 
collaborative effort to 
educate the public on 
Seatbelts, Blind spots 
around a snowplow, 
speed enforcement, 
child passenger safety 
and traffic safety trivia.  
Joining us this year 
was D7, Program 
Delivery, D8 outreach 
and recruitment, 
Traffic Engineering, 
Southwest Health & 
Human Services, 
Renville County TZD 
Safe Roads and MSP. 
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I-90 Tri-State Kick-off Event 2025 
Southwest TZD joined South Central TZD, the Minnesota State Patrol, Iowa State Patrol, and South Dakota State 
Patrol for a Tri-{ǘŀǘŜ aŜŘƛŀ 9ǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ƻŦŦ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άмлл 5ŜŀŘƭƛŜǎǘ 
5ŀȅǎέ ƻƴ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ά5ǊƛǾŜ {ƳŀǊǘέ ŦƭȅŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ 
reinforce the seatbelt safety message. 
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Impact Teen Driver 
The Southwest Region delivered the Impact Teen Drivers presentation at nine schools across the region, reaching 
approximately 659 students τ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ млǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ 
have connected with so many young people and to share a positive, life-saving traffic safety message through this 
impactful education program. Our goal is to add a least two new schools each year, along with going back to each of 
the schools listed below. 
 
Schools: 

¶ Benson-2 presentations 

¶ ACGC 

¶ Canby 

¶ Fulda 

¶ Pipestone 

¶ Prinsburg Central Christian 

¶ RTR 

¶ Willmar 
 

    
 
Fulda High School        Pipestone High School 
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Safety Town/Bike Safety Events 
This year, the Southwest Region loaned the Safety Town bike safety training trailer to other regions, including the 
City of Ashby and Fillmore County, to support their local bike safety education efforts. Additionally, the Southwest 
Region hosted bike safety events in Dawson, Fulda, and Marshall, where the TZD Regional Coordinator participated 
and provided educational materials and blinky bike lights to promote safe riding practices. 

 Grant Co 

   
Fillmore County 
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Dawson Elementary-Bike safety presentation 

     
 

Fulda Elementary-Walk/Bike to school 

  Marshall-Bike Rodeo 
 
 


