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Region Introduction, Highlights and Challenges

Mission

To movesouthwest Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads, using education, enforcement, engineering, ar |
emergency medical and trauma services.

Vision

¢2 LINBGSydG FrLalrtAdASa FyR aSNR2dza Aye2dz2NASa 2y aiAyyS:

TheSouthwesfTZD Regioimcludesl4 countiesn southwest Minnesota: Big Stone, Chippewa, Kandiyohi, Lac qui

Parle, Lincoln, Lyon, McLeod, Meeker, Murray, Pipestone, Redwood, Renville, Swift, and Yellow Medicine. Th regic
consists ofl1 unfunded coalitionand3 funded coalitionsSeveral coalitions have experienced limited activity due

to staffing transitions and time constraints; however, TZd® Regional Coordinatmmtinues to provide support

and address gaps to strengthen traffic safety efforts throughout the region.

Kandyohi
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Lyon Redwood



Highlights from the region include:

f Carfit
TheSouthwest Regionas been actively working to expand ®erfit programwhich helps older drivers
ensure their vehicles are properly adjusted for safety and comfort. Increasing Carfit events across the r :gion
supports the goal of reducing crash risk for older adults while promoting safe, independent mobility. Th
TZD Regional Coordinatercollaborating with local partners to identify new locations, recruit volunteers,
and raise awareness to broaden participation and impysethave had 2 events in McLeod County reachin
24 individuals. Renville County was also activetiuige Carfit eventsand numerous onene checks.

1 Bike Safety
TheSouthwest Regioprovidedbike safety educatioim three countiesreaching youth and community
members with information on safe riding practices. The TZD Regional Coordinator supported these eve 1ts
by providing educational materials asafety blinky bike lights.

Challenges from the region:

91 Decreased participation across the region.
9 Limited availability of volunteers to assisth events.
1 Insufficient funding to support local efforts.
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Region Fatal and Serious Injury Data

BackgroundRegional Death Rates

Southwest TZD Counties Southwest TZD Counties
2020-2024 [preliminary 01/14/25) 2020-2024 Fatality Rate (per 100MVMT)
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The Southwest Region experieneeglightdecreasen traffic-related fatalities and serious injury crasie2024.
The region continues to focus on reducing these incidents through coordinated efforts in education, enforcernr :nt,
engineering, and emergency response.
1 2024 Traffic Fatalitie84 fatalities were reported in 202¢ K S NJaflicasy tudbers continue to
align closely with recent trengwith a slight decrease.
2024 Serious Injurie$06serious injuries occurred #024;this number has remainathchanged from the
recent trends.

Additional crash data are provided below, with full fatal and serious injury crash summary charts available in 1 1e
Appendix
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Steering Committee

TheSouthwesiTZDsteeringcommitteeheld 3 meetingsthis pastyear. Wecurrentlyhaveapproximately40

membersof various backgrounds that bring a variety of views to our group. We continue to have discussions

about the region and ask oursehdess Kshot at the tableandshouldd S KiéK=dwe engagemore of our
political,educationand2  KSNJ t SF RSN&E Ay 2dzNJ NBIA2y¢ |FyR agKFG 1N
6S gl yld G2 2FFSNIAY 2dzNJ NBIA2YyE D
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impaired roadway users, speed, intersections, lane departures, unbelted drivers/pasaedgeaffic safety

culture. Our discussions centered on strategies to strengthen regional engagement, bring more championstot e
table, and expand awareness of Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) efforts throughout the region.

SW Regional TZD meeting (previously Steering Committee) Cadence:
May 24, 205-SW Regional Workshop (in place of meeting)
June 17tHn person/virtual

September 16thn person/virtual

October 2122-State TZD Conference (in place of meeting)
January 13th 202§IRTUAL only
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SWRegionaWorkshop

KellyBrunkhorstDistrict8
Engineemvelcomed participants to
the 2025 Southwest Regional
Workshopheldat Prairies Edge
Resortand Casino in Morton, MN
on May 14, 205. 76 traffic safety
professionals representing all 14
countiesalong with 10 exhibitors
participated in theevent. Use tts
link 2025 Southwest Minnesota
Toward Zero Deaths Workshtap
find additional information,
including workshopresentations.

TheSouthwest Minnesota TZD
program aims to create a
collaborative, comprehensive and
regionalapproacho reducetraffic
deaths andsevere injuriesAs part
of these efforts, an annual
workshop is held to help facilitate
the implementation of TZD in all
southwest Minnesota
communities. Encouraged to
attend are law enforcement,
engineers, educators, emergency
medical services, local
policymakers, and other traffic
safety advocates.

The workshop participants are
surveyedannuallyandeachyear
the survey respondents rate the
workshop with high marks and
urge the planning team to
continue to have the workshop
annually.

TZD Regional Workshop

SOTA
EE {RVARD ) DEATHS

Welcome
Southwest Minnesota TZD
Regional Workshop

May 14", 2025



https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southwest/2025
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southwest/2025

]

Teen TZD Presentation SWEMS Telée‘l
Below: Captain MeagheBelow:Joan Somes Below: Lisa Kons

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 8



TOWARD  Southwest Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
z E n o Regional Workshop

t N) ANASQE 9R3IS wSaz2NIL FyR [/}
DEATHS pcmc tNIFANARSQa 9R3IS [YySE [N
SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA Wednesday, May 14, 2(&
8:30 a.m.¢ 3 p.m.

Agenda
8:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast
9a.m Welcome & Regional Roundup

Kelly Brunkhorst, District engineer, MnDOT Districtahd southwest Minnesot@iZDregional
co-chair, Sarah McGearnpeHaan southwest Minnesota TZEegional coordinator

9:15 a.m. Driving Change: How Data is Shaping Safer Roads for All
Craig Flynn, Deputy Director, Office of Traffic Safety
This presentation will highlight the Road Safety Information Center (RSIC), which uses data
driven insights and advanced analytics to enhance safety, improve accessibility adéntifying
better strategies to serve underrepresented communities foa more informed, equitable
decision-making.

9:30 a.m. Tech Makeover: Upgrading from Old School to Cool School
Craig Flynn, Deputy Director, Office of Traffic Safety
In this session, we'll explore the MnCrasheporting systemmodernization, focusing on its
user-friendly updates, enhanced data collectiothrough technologyand seamless integration
into your workflow z making it more efficientand intuitive.

9:45 a.m. Aging & Driving: A Risky Intersection and a Kit to Decrease Risks
Dr. Joan Somes, Minnesota Emergency Nurses Association
A program aimed at increasing older driver safety in Minnesota has resulted in a toolkit of
materials that can be used for seniors, their families, law enforcement and other stakeholders
ET OAOAOOAA EIT Oh&EMOARDNOAR GGy abOeMEivingA E O/ O
should be of concern andncludes areview the resources available for download in the toolkit.

10:30 a.m. Break

11 a.m. Teens Toward Zero Deaths
Sue Johnsomprthwest MinnesotaToward Zero Deathsegional coordinator and students from
Thief River Falls and Goodridge Key Clubs
Hear from teens in Pennington County that are working together to change traffic safety culture
and bring awareness to mental health in an effort to eliminate teen deaths from traffic crashes.
Then, heaan update on the Minnesota Impact Teen Drivers program that was implemented
statewide in 2023.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 9



11:30 a.m.
Action

12 p.m.

1p.m.

1:30 p.m.

2:10 p.m.

2:45 p.m.

3 p.m.

Building the Road Ahead: Shaping Our Future with Stakeholder Input and Strategic

Derek LeuerState Traffic Safety engineeMnDOTOffice of Traffic Engineering
)T OEEO OAOOEITh xAdi1i1l Agbi i OA OEA EI OOT AU

input shaped the plan and discuss the key steps for its rollout, including communication,

implementation, and monitoring. Attendees will leave with a clear underslaAET ¢ T £ O A

i
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Lunch & Exhibits

From Urban to Rural: Strengthening Traffic Incident Management in Minnesota

Trooper Kenneth WillersMinnesota State Patrol,

Aimee Eggen, program coordinator, DPS Office of Traffic Safety

Traffic Incident Management (TIM) focuses on the critical collaboration between agencies to
clear incidents quickly and safely, reducing injuries, fatalities, and congestion. This session will
highlight the key components of TIM, including the role of cosions, effective communication,
and upcoming training to ensure a coordinated response. Learn how TIM helps improve safety
for both responders and the public while minimizing the impact of traffic incidents. Whether
you're a first responder, law enforcemet, or a traffic safety advocate, this session is for you!

Rural Emergency Medical Services and Telemedicine

Panel Speakers: Ann Jenssouthwest Minnesota EMSennifer Kirchner, Murray County
Ambulancedirector; John Krohn, Wabasso Ambulandieector; Rebecca Vande Kieft, Avel eCare
This session will feature a panel discussion on how telemedicine advances Toward Zero
Deaths objectives for ruralemergency medical services

Road to Seli-Care: Mental Health, Fatigue, and Driving

Lisa KonsTraffic Safety & Advocacy directoNetwork of Employers for Traffic Safety, Minnesota
Safety Council

Drivers experiencing strong emotional agitation (sadness, anger, anxiety, etc.) are 9.8 times
more likely to be involved in a crash. Stressed drivers accelerate and brake more frequently
and intensively than other drivers? and often drive at high speed, overtake other vehicles,

and fail to stop at crosswalks. This session will review how taking care of and time for your
mental health and sleep can keep you and your employees safe on the road.

Wrap up & Evaluation
Capt. Casey Meagher, Minnesota State Patrol, District 2300, and southwest Minnesota regiona
TZD cechair

Adjourn

Please take time throughout the day to visit the traffic safety exhibit tables for reference materials

and ideas to implement in your communities.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 10
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Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths

Evaluation Summary
t NI} ANASQa 9RZGranmitSRaBNI g /| Ay 2
Wednesday, May 14, 2025

Number of participants registered: 90
Number of participants registered plus walius: 92
Total number of attendees (registered & waidks participants & exhibitors minus ngshows: 76

Number of Qualtrics evaluations completd8(24%)
Number of Exhibitors10
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Please write any comments about the general sessions.

A Make sure quiet speakers hold the mic! Very good conference and thank you!!

A Loved hearing from the teens!

A 1 only rated TTZD because it was really hard to hear what they were talking about. | did really ike
GOKSANI AYAGAIFGAGS YR @AaAiA2yHHH Wwdzald O2dz R Qi
used the mic as well.

A It was great to hear from the kids from Teen TZD. They bring such energy to traffic safety. M« re
focus should be on the teens and younger kids if we are going to change how people view tra ic
safety.

Do you believe it would be beneficial to start a Regional or Community Tribal Coalition in your area?
No (2)

Yes (7)

Not Applicable in my region (6)

No answer (3)

To Do To To

Please write any comments on the arrangemerftegistration, location, food, materials, and exhibitors)
N/A

Do you have suggestions for topics you would like to see offered at future workshops?
A There should always be a mental health component/presentation. More on involving the yout
in traffic safety. How mental health and risky drivers are putting all in danger on our roadways
and what can we do to address that?

2 KIG FNB @2dz2NJ adA3SadAz2ya F2NJ odzAft RAY3a YR YIF Ay
program?N/A

Any other comments or suggestions are welcome
A Teen TZD info was informative as well asdbenected ambulance technology presentation.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 12



RegionalEfforts

RegionalSeatBeltEfforts

Seatbelt usehasbeena consistentconcernin the Southwestegion.We continueto bringawarenesshrough
educationmedia,enforcementandcommunityengagemenandevents.We utilizethe seatbelt convincerto
educate all ages on the importance of seat belt use. We also stress buckling up in our Impact Teen Drivers
presentations in the high schools.

RegionaDistractedDrivingEfforts

We have been utilizing our Distract a Match, and Fatal Vision goggles through outreach events within our
communities. We continue to do messaging throughout the communities via digital badidssnforcement
waves, andgocialmedia.Distracteddrivingis one of the keymessagethat we educatethe highschoolstudents

on in the Impact Teen Drivers curriculum. We also stress the importance of being a good passenger and not
distracting the driver in the car.

RegionalmpairedEfforts

The TZ2quipment has been instrumental in helping with education on impaired driving and has provided an
opportunityto buildrelationshipswith the regionaltraffic safetypartners.SouthwesfTZDhasattendedvarious
communityevents healthandwellness fairsandmultiple schoolsandcollegego educateonimpaireddriving.
Alongwith the beanbagtoss,FatalVision, CannabiSogglesDrowsyGogglesPedalKarts,andother hand/eye
coordination activities to effectively demonstrate how your drivirdfécted by being impaired. We hope to
continue to utilize this equipment to educate and inform that if you feel impaired you drive impaired.

RegionalSpeed:=fforts

Though speed related deaths have decreased since last year, speed continues to be an issue within the
Southwest regioandentire state.In all our educationefforts, we continueto stress SLOWOWNandfocuson

driving. Extra enforcement, media and messaging and digital boards are a few of the major initiatives to decrt ase
driverbehavior. Minnesota State Patrol and Local Law Enforcement agencies are using speed trailers througl osut
the region and collecting the data.

TheSouthwest Regiois deployinddynamic Speed Sigimssix counties Big Stone, Swift, Chippewa, Meeker,
Kandiyohi, and Lac Qui Paillbese signs provide re@ithe feedback to drivers on their speed, supporting efforts
to reduce speeding and improve roadway safety throughout the region.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 13



D8Engineering

Lowecost, high benefit engineering safety improvements continue both state and local roadways. The district
andeachcountyareimplementingsafetyplansto further reducecrashesAlthoughmanyfactorsaffecttraffic-
related fatalitiedncluding theeconomy, driver behavior amgeather thefact remains thaimanytraffic safety
professionals continu® look atproactive and systematigays to reduce fatalities and seridopuries due to
crashes.

ConstructionProjectsD8

1 Hwy 71 Intersection study

T Study of the intersection of Hwy 7 and Co. Rd, 15/24th St. in Montevideo

1 Hwy 71 Safety study

1 A safety study of Hwy 7 from just east of Hutchinson to Co. Rd. 9 in Lester Prairie

1 Hwy 23t Clara City

1 Construct an allvay stopcontrolled intersection at Hwy 23 and Hwy 7 in Clara City.

9 Hwy 23 and Hwy 74 Raymond and Svea

1 Construct left turn lanes

1 2024 Guardrail and rumble strips project

1 MnDOT installed guardrail, erosion control, and concrete curbing at the bridge over Wood Lake
Creek, east of Wood Lake; culverts near the bridge were also replaced.

1 MnDOT installed rumble strips and grotindvet reflective striping on new Hwy 67/old CR 2
between Wood Lake and where Hwy 67 turns south toward Echo.

Southwest Minnesota chevron sign project

Beginning April 14, thidinnesota Department of Transportation is installing LED chevron signs along curves on
highways in in Kandiyohi, Lac qui Parle, Lincoln, Lyon, Pipestone, Redwood, Renville, and Yellow Medicine cc Inties
Chevrons are being installed to provide enhancedyséde drivers.

Projects SouthwestMinnesotaDistrict8 - MNDOT(state.mn.us)

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 14


https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy7montevideo/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy7safetystudy/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy23claracity/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d8/projects/hwy23raymond-hwy71svea/index.html

D8 Maintenance

Yearound,MnDOTmaintenanceemployeegprovidemaintenanceandpreservatiorof Minnesota state
highways. Projects include:

Snow& icecontrol
Repairingpotholes
Mowingalongthe highway
Guardrail repair
Removinglebrisfrom the highway
Paintstriping

Patching

Shouldering

Ditchcleaning
Treeandbrushclearing

= =4 =4 -4 -8 -4 - -8 A -9
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Successes

The Southeast Minnesof&D program aims to creaeollaborative, comprehensive, regioapproachto reduce
traffic-relateddeathsandsevereinjuries.Aspart of theseefforts, anannualworkshopis heldto help facilitate the
implementation of TZD in all Southwest Minnesota communhidarge groupraffic-safety professionals
attended the annual Southwest Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Workshop.

Communityoutreachwith eventsfocusedon:

SeatBelts
ImpairedDriving
DistractedDriving
Speeding
YoungeDrivers
MotorcycleSafety
Pedestriarbafety
OlderDrivers

<K<K KKK KL

Participating and engaging the southwest region with the TZD Tuesday campaign; distributing campaign
materialsto the SWTZDsteeringcommittee,saferoadscoordinatorscountyengineersandMnDOTDistrict8.

Participated angresented about the TZD safety strategies and what role they can play when they are outont e
roadwaysdayandnightto keepthemselvesandthe publicsafe atthe D8wide getreadyfor winter meeting held
on September 23202.

Interview with Reporter JP Cola, KWLM R¥ditmar, about Southwest regional TZD workstioMay 14,
discussedi KS NBIA2yQa FAOS GNIFFAO al FShGe F20dza I NBlF A AR
statistics, inattentive driving and driver safety tips.

Provided and discussed with all Safe Roads Coordinators statewide and local crash data, shared Message N »nday
phrases, shared TZD Tuesday messages, seasonal patrol scripts/PSAs/and campaigns, helped develop and :reate
new ideas to implement, and provided a variety of traffic safety resources.

Maintained consistent communication and chatkwith Safe Roads Coordinators via Microsoft Teams, email,
regular phone calls, and-person visits.

Shared several traffic safety grant funding opportunities with all safe roads coordinators to distribute to their
teams to solicit engagement and submit applications.

Shared MnDOT construction press releases and road closure announcements to impacted safe roads teams or
widespread distribution.

Coordinating the delivery of TZD equipment and education tools to and from Safe Roads Coalition Coordinat: rs in
the SW Region. At times transporting and delivering myself.

Completedmonthlyreportsaccuratelyandtimely.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 16



Activefundedcoalitiong(Lincoln/Pipestond,yon/RedwoodRenville)

1 Assistecandsupportedthe funded TZDSafeRoadscoordinatorsn variouscapacitieghroughoutthe
year with supplies needed, assistance with events or directing to appropriate resources.

Activeunfundedcoalitions

1 Assisted and supported the unfundeidLeod Countfpafe Roads Coalition in various capacities
throughoutthe yearwith suppliemneeded assistancevith events,or directingto appropriateresources

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 17



SW Safe Roads Coalition Highlights:

Lincoln/Pipestoné-unded

The Lincoln and Pipestone Safe Roads Coalition is led by Southwest Health and Human Services. The Southy est
¢26F NR %SNR 5SIGKa 0¢%50 wSIA2YyIlIft [/ 22NRAYF 02N adzL L2 |
to help advance local traffic sayahitiatives and promote safer roadways in the region.

9 Car seat technician training August2®/ in Eagle Lake, MN

i Lincoln/Pipestone TZD Safe Roads - g Lincoln/Pipestone TZD Safe Roads .-
e Coalition S5 Coalition
sn2-@ 28

Let's start and finish 2025 by focusing on It's tempting to hit the gas the instant a light
safety every time you drive. turns green, but you will have almost no time
to react if someone on the cross-street runs

£ MN Toward Zero Deaths. their red light. To stay safe and avoid life-
Jan1-@ changing consequences: i
” - Pause for a moment when the light turns
As we say goodbye to 2024 and welcome in oreen
the new year, let's make a commitment to « Lok both ways for oncoming traffic
drive wise throughout the wint... See more - Proceed only when intersectionis clear

Let's all commit to being patient and cautious
drivers so everyone can make it home safely
1o their loved ones. Together, we can drive
Minnesota toward zero deaths.

gz MN Toward Zero Deaths
i22-@
It's tempting to hit the gas the instant a

light turns green, but you will have almost
no time to react if someone on... See more

Lyon/Redwood~unded

The Lyon and Redwood Safe Roads Coalition is led by Southwest Health and Human Services. The Southwes : Tow
%SNR 5SIF0K&A 0¢%50 wSIA2ylLf [/ 22NRAYFG2N adzZLlILR2 NG A& (KS
advance local traffic safety tiatives and promote safer roadways in the region.

1 FarmfestAg safety, Morgan, MN July'.6

{ National Night OuAugust 8 -Marshall

1 Bike Rodeday 2F'-Marshall

.."".":j'.ﬁ :z:ry:;:m?:“county TZD Safe ® ;::::Ihe:ev:sl Health and Human A S a fety R e m i n d e r&‘

Feb7-Q
” b Hey there, amazing parents! 4 % Did you

In 2024 there were 255 DWI arrests over know that using the right car seat for every -

Superbow| Weekend in the state of Minnesota. :’i‘“:;"::e’:as?‘ :‘:V;’I’:f's‘:::!'f'ég’[“fﬁ‘ ;U;z:’“’ P I a ntin g s eason

Help us _reduce this number by not drinking infants and young children are snug and Co m i n Soo n

and driving. secure in the proper car seats is a must-do g

— for every journey. Want to learn more?

Head over to swmhhs.com/public-health/ As spring begins, it's planting season,
child-and-teen-checkups for all the info bringing more tractors and farm
you need. Let's keep our precious cargo equipment on the roads.

safe, one ride at a time!
#CarSeatSafety #ParentingTips

To ensure safety:
& Slow Down e Stay Alert

@ Give Space @ Be Patient

Let's ensure a safe and p ive planting season tog

t'I'DWAIII! | 1 @
ZERO | -

FREIEX LN AFELY Fre rotect

DEATHS e

GREAT DEFENSE, BE A

SOBER DRIVER

TOWARD  THIS MESSAGE BROUGHT TO YOU TOWARD
ZERQ s0UTHWEST HEALTH AND HUMAN ZERO

e SERVICES TZD PROGRAM

DEATHS 2 DEATHS
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RenvilleCountyFunded

Apr3o-Q
We had a great Traffic Safety Event at BOLD
HS last week. The students were very
engaged and tried everything, including the
Sobriety Test. Thanks to all the students and
volunteers who came, partipated, and worked
in the rain, to make this a huge educational
success.

Renville County TZD Safe Roads
Coalition
Dec 13,2024 - @

&5 Coalition

May 15 - @

Renville County TZD Safe Roads

e

Another successful Buckle Up for a Buck
event at Meyers' Coffee in Olivia.

39 wore seat belts. 1 was unbelted. 4 children
were properly restrained in the proper car
seats. Let’s get to 100% belted.

S Coalition
i2a-@

Renville County TZD SafeR... - X

P Renville County TZD Safe Roads

eves Renville County TZD Safe Roads
Seams Coalition

Jun12-Q
Today we had another successful CarFit
event. This time we were in Fairfax, fitting
drivers to their vehicles. Thank you to all of
you that participated and a huge Thank You to
the volunteers, who braved the elements once
again, to help make the roads safer for
everyone!

South Central Minnesota EMS System

Come and Visit us today at Cougar Cub
Daycare in Franklin today until 5:30. Free Car
Seat Check Event, Toward Zero Death
Information. Come for supper...Black Cherry
Smokehouse...if you have never eaten

Today was another event filled day, enjoyed by
our volunteers and the public alike. CarFitisa
great way to make sure you fit your vehicle,
for a safer driving experience. We appreciate
the participants who came to check out their
“fit" today. Also, we would like to thank John
and Judy Jacobs, of Jacobs and Sons, for
giving us use of their heated building. It was

on suc

Rain, wind and then heat and humidity don't
slow down this group of volunteers. We were
in Fairfax today, to share traffic safety
‘education, with all ages. Thanks to everyone
‘who stopped by and to everyone who
volunteered their time!

Another perfect Family Fun Night in Olivia.

Hundreds participated in all the fun activities.

Special thanks to Diane Hansgen, Jim Kroona,

Scott Fank, Sheila Denton, Melissa Hjelle and

the numerous MNDOT workers who all helped
out when we

We had one heck of a team tonight...and | feel
blessed- Mary

here...you should!!

when we resume in the spring.
RencoTZD@outlook.com

Renville County TZD Safe Roads
Coalition
Jun7-@
We were in Renville Thursday for the
beginning of SUGAR BEET DAYS. Thanks to
those who participated and a special Thank
You to CENEX of Renville, for letting us use
your parking lot!

TheRenville County TZD Safer Roads Together Coalition leads local traffic safety &&mmtdle Countylhe
Southwest Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) Regional Coordinator supports the coalition and provides assistance as

Contact us if you have interest participating TN )

‘TRAFFIC SAFETY EVENT &
OWARD
'ZEIZ’O CARSEAT CLINIC FOR ALL AGES
When: THURSDAY, MAY 15

3-7:30pm
@Sweet Spot/LoLo’s Dogs
11 Park St

Al
TOGETHER

UL

FAIRFAX

i Motorcy
et o for what would happen f you
Bag

Ride he Sest Bot Convincer .
denBU Wl 1 et your knowdoe, Baan

JCKLE UP. Try ha T

W ARE ALLIN ThI TOQETHER, 10 WANE OLR ROADS BAFER

Renville County TZD Safe Roads
% Coalition

6d-Q
Thank you participants and volunteers for our
OUTSTANDING CARFIT EVENT today in Olivia.
More drivers now fit their vehicles to make
their travels safer. Thanks go out to the Fire
Department too, for sharing their wonderful
building. Special thanks go to OPD Officer
Marcus Jakes, who as a CarFit Tech, took it
upon himself to speak to groups about the
importance of CarFit and made this event
possible.

CAR SEAT CLINIC /Traffic Safety Event

When: JULY 22
COUGAR CUB DAYCARE AREA
ﬁ 215E 2nd Ave. in
’p FRANKLIN
L4 g* JOINUS...
[ ey IT'S FOR ALL AGES

3:30p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
‘GET YOUR CAR SEAT CHECKED BY TRAINED STAFF.
There will be some fres replacement seats available.

premren

L ———
B0un B T wih ol g, Noshond Gguh s i e
by Rerwlle ounty Towsrd 2ero Dasth Saer
R Cosition, Renvdls Co Publc Hasllh,
Snots Detor ChId Possenger Safety eh Coordinstor,
Fulras PO, W Stats Pt
Finc s o Facebook : Reewile ounty TZD Sk Raods Coslilon
reneaTZD@outiook com

Public Safety Heroes Storytime|

6 -7:30 pm

Wednesday, June 18
@ the Bird Island Library

Join us ol

n Wednesday, June 18 for a

special public safety storytime with a
police officer, fireman, and an EMT.

See the vehicles after the storytime!

Minne.

In conjunction with:
Renville County TZD
sota State Highway Patrol

Bird Island Fire Departmnt

Bird Island MRU

need

to enhance traffic safety initiatives and promote safer roadways throughout the county and region.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025
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MclLeodCountyUnfunded

The McLeod County Safe Roads Coalition operates as an unfunded coalition dedicated to improving traffic saf 'ty an
reducing crashes within the county. Despite limited resources, coalition members work collaboratively to raise
awareness, promote safe drigitbehaviors, and support the goals of the Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) program. TF :
Southwest TZD Regional Coordinator provides support and guidance to assist the coalition in advancing its sa aty
efforts.

SW TZD Regional Coordinator put together 75 goody bags with a coloring book, biletsdfast info, éong with
blinky bike light$o be handed out at Winsted Night Out on Augist 7

CARFiT

Is Headed Your Way!

Carfitisafe

Hutchinaon Area Transportation (HATS)
Where: | 1400 Adams Street Southenst
Hutehinaon W 56336
Friday, Soptember 5, 2026
When: | 20M to 4PM

Korry Ward, Health Educator, McLeod County
Contact: | (320/864-1812
Aoy waramcodco

o aoe

McLeod County Safe Roads hosted a @aditit on September 5, with 11 participaatshe HATS buildinghe
SW TZD Regional Coordinator attended and provided each participant with a Safe Driving Guidebook.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 20



A Carfitevent was held in Winsted, McLeod CouwmyAugust 20 in partnership with the SAIL (Stay Active and
Independent for Life) progrardVe fit 13 individuals to their cafBhe SW TZD Regional Coordinator attended and
provided each participant with a Safe Driving Guidebook.

McLeod County Safe Roads hosted additional TZD events throughout the county, providing traffic safety educ: tion
to local communities, with support and assistance from the SW TZD Regional Coordinator ag§ heexbenhty is
rejuvenating its traffic safety efforts throughout the region and bringing a renewed sense of excitement to its
initiatives.

9 Hutchinson Fire Department Open Hoysel/bike safety September 13
1 Traffic Safety Glencoe

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025 21



SV CommunityEngagement Highlights
Swift Couny

Benson Kid DaTouchA Truck

o

School & Community News

Let's Talk
Transpertatio

ok event t the Northide Elementary were sced by 2
tatonsnompow. {
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Benson Kid Dayeen

Benson Kid Dalarade

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025

Night
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BensorPoliceNational Night Out

It was a great collaboration and look
forward to next yearCountrysiddPublic
Health educated the public on Cannabis
use We had the seatbelt convincer and
provided seatbelt education to all ages.

The pedal cart and cannabis goggles we

used for impairment education to all.

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025
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Swift County

Welcome WeekKerkhoven

SWiFt County WeLcoMiNg WeeK
SepteMber 7, 2025 3:00-5:30pM
PiLLSbUTy ParK, KerkKHoveN MN

MiNNeSota DepartMeNt oF HeaLtH Free FLu VaceNeS @

Qi:;' 1 5:00 PerForMance by Raices de M: Tierra
\

Food ENtertanment
Mi Rancho Viejo Bounce Houses - VFW Post 1403
Gypsy Bowls Face Painting
Blowin' Smoke Hay Ride-ACT Parish
Mama's Mini Doughnuts Kraft Koop Pottery ($5 per)

Kerkhoven Lions Popcorn
The Flavored Co

AG Latino Ministerio* Ametrine Mental Health* Appleton Area Health* Bee Hive Respite* Benson Polic
Department with K-9 “Kane™ and drone* Big Stone Thumpy Blue Stem Prairie* ContraCare

CentraCare C Health C Y Public Health*
Department of Fish and Game* Dooleys Fom;gn Program*
Harmony Visitation Center* Hayes Honeybees Swift Co. Honey-Katie Felt* Hayes Kildare 4H* “Hidden
in Plain Sight™Stearns County Public Drug Display* HRA® Kerkhoven Ambulance* Kerkhoven Arts
Council* Kerkhoven Fire Department with Sparky the Dog* Kerkhoven Lutheran Church Nutritional
Assistance Program for Seniors (NAPS)* Parks & Town and
Country Days Royalty (Queen Sara Petersen, Princesses Zoey Hettver and Harper Forsell* KMS 4
Kids* KMS Backpack Program* KMS BPA* KMS CEO Program* KMS Girl Scouts* KMS Math Masters*
League of Women Voters* LifeLink* LOON (Legal Organizations Online Network® Midwest Machinery
Benson* MiniSota Agriculture Children’s Museum* State C Officer*
State Highway Patrol* Mitch Ashburn Edina Realty® MN Department of Health ~ IDEE, IDEPC,
Farmwork Liaison* MN DOT Snowplow “We're Off to See the Blizzard™ MN Toward Zero Death
Program* National Guard* PACT for Families Coliaborative* Parent Life Program® Prairie Five* Prime
West Health* Project Turnabout* Raptor Ridge Museum-Larry Levin® Ridgewater College Vet Tech

Program with Torti and Flash* RDA* Safe Avenuos* SW Regio/MN DOT Dist 8* SWAT* Swilt County

t:n8 MINNESOTA 44" Swift County Extnsion Swift County Humane Socily" Swift County K-9 “Red *Swift County
; A DES* Swift County Sheriff Search & Rescue® Swift Co. Soil &

E‘l'l’lls TOWA R D Z E R O D E ATH S e Wa!w Conservation District* The Village with Inflatable Pianetarium* UCAP-United Community Action

Partnership* United Way* Willmar Explorer Program* Women of Today* Woodland Centers* YMCA

CoMe Jo US]

Swift County Welcome Week saw around 400+ people gmméheevent this yearTZD had the seatbelt convincer
and educated on the importance of wearing a seatl@tier driver handbooks were distributed along with bike anc
pedestriansafety.D8 also brought a snowplow for everyone to climb up and chedk®inside.
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Kandiyohi County

Willmar School Drivers Education

Drivers Education class at Willmar High School brings each class thetatipns at MnDOT to talk about traffic
safety, the stations are:

1 Seatbelt Convincer
1 Pedal Cart with Impairment Goggles

1 Sign recognition

1 Snowplow safety

The City of Willmar together with many community partne
hostedi KS c K ! yydzZ £ &2 Aff o]
Saturday, September 13th, 2025, from 2:00 P.M. to 6:00
P.m. in downtown Willmar

For the first time SW TZD was invited to this event and jo
DPS in their booth. Education seat belts, bike and
pedestrian safety was provided in English, Somali and
Spanish. Also available was 8&fe Driving Handbooks for
ages 65+.
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Meeker County

Grove City

Old People Driving

Southwest TZD was invited to give a presentation on older drivers to the C.A.R.E. (Community Answer
Reaching the Elderly) group in Grove City. Joan Somes and | spoke with 15 participants, focusing on h
natural effects of aging can impact safeviehg, including changes in vision, reaction time, and mobility. We
also highlighted CarFit, a program designed to help older drivers ensure their vehicles are properly adjy
comfort and safety. The discussion provided participants with pracficahiation and resources to support
safe mobility as they age.
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Lac Qui Parle County
LQP County Fair

Southwest TZD Joined D8 at the LQP County Fair
Madison, MN this yea€annabis education was
provided to fairgoerslong with seatbelt education.

Chippewa County Fair
Chippewa County

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025

Southwest TZD
partnered with
Countryside Public
Health at the
Chippewa County
Fair this year,
offering an
interactive activity
that demonstrated
the dangers of
impaired driving.
Fairgoers had the
opportunity to
experience the
effects of impairment
using Cannabis
Goggles, helping to
raise awareness
about how marijuana
use can impact
driving abilityand
safety.
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Cafit Train the Trainedune 25, 2025

Southwest TZD hosted a ftafechnician Training in Marshall, MN. The class was taught by Amber Garcia, MA, 3S,
COTA/L, Academic Fieldwork Coordinator and Instructor in the Occupational Therapy Assistant Program at
Minnesota West Community & Technical College in Worthington.
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Yellow Medtine County
Minnesota WesiCanby

Southwest TZD, in partnership with Countryside Public Health,
LI NOAOALI SR Ay GKS aAyySazil
event on August 27th. Students had the opportunity to learn about
cannabis and impaired driving through hawodsactivities with
Cannabis Goggles, as well as receive important seatbelt safety
education.

2§ S¢Sy 320 G2 YSSO 4. fdzS Wk e
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Redwood County

Farmfests a 3day
farm show that
happens in Morton,
MN which is in
Redwood County.
This is a large public
engagement
opportunity for
Southwest TZBnd
District 8.This is a
great opportunity to
reach families of all
ages and talk about
traffic safety.

It was a great
collaborative effort to
educate the public on
Seatbelts, Blind spots
around asnowplow
speed enforcement,
child passenger safety
and traffic safety trivia.
Joining us this year
was D7, Program
DeliveryD8 outreach
and recruitment,
TrafficEngineering,
Southwest Health &
Human Services
Renville CountyzD
Safe Roadand MSP.
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1-90 Tri-State Kicloff Event 2025

Southwest TZD joined South Central TZD, the Minnesota State Patrol, lowa State Patrol, and South Dakota Si ite
PatrolforaTd{ G 4GS aSRAI 9@Syid G2 {AO0O1 2FF aSY2NAIf 51 & ¢S
5F1eaé¢ 2y aAyySazil KAIKglead !'a LINI 2F GKS STF2MNOZ
reinforce the seatbelt safy message.

&

“Drive Sniart, Stay Rlive: Survive the 100
’
.-=:~~_ Deadliest Days”

. 1
I\ . A
The 100 Deadliest Days of Summer span from Memaorial Day to Labor Day
— the time when traffic fatalities significantly increase on roads,
particularly among teen drivers. With school out, more families hit the
road for vacations, day trips, and summer activities, leading to heavier
traffic and more risk on the roadways.

B You Can Make a Difference:

Buckle Up — Every seat. Every time.

Drive Sober — Never drive under the influence
Eyes on the Road — No texting or distractions
Slow Down — Follow speed limits
¥ Warch for Bikers & Pedestrians — Share the road

o @ &

Let’s keep our communities safe together!

I’Ilﬂllﬂ
®esessrrrrsssrnvrve ZEI'“]
. g DEATHS

South Dakota Highway Patrol
lowa State Patrol b 4 e Mincesciatopartmentol @i = 129
-9 QL partners of e Mieeat 5‘3‘;::;;".' and As we enter the 100 Deadliest Days of summer
Yesterday, our partners from the Minnesota sumined trawel kickol, Troopars across sl ke ool A9
State Patrol and South Dakota Highway Patrol three states will be doing there part to curb are proud to partner with agencies like the
: dangerous driving focusing on speeding, lowa State Patrol, South Dakota Highway
met to kick off the summer travel season. distracted driving, and driving under the Patrol and many others. Our mission: keep
Troopers from all three states will work influence. As always please buckle up as well. roads safe and save lives.
together to reduce dangerous driving #DriveSafeSD #KeepSDSafe

Here's how YOU can help make a difference
this summer:

* Buckle up, every seat, every ride.

« Drive sober — plan a safe ride if you're
drinking.

« Put the phone down and focus on the road.
« Obey speed limits and give yourself time to
get there safely.

behaviors; speeding, distracted driving, and
driving under the influence just to name a few.
As always, don't forget to buckle your
seatbelts. #drivesafe #Buckleup

Together, we can make this summer safer for
‘everyone on the road. Let's all do our part.
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Impact Teen Drive

The Southwest Region delivered thgact Teen Driveesentation at nine schools across the region, reaching
approximately 659 students A y Of dzZRAy 3 mMndiK 3INIRSNE YR RNAGZSNRA SRd
have connected with so many young people and to share a positixsg\ifeg traffic daty message through this

impactful education progran®ur goal is to add a least two new schools each gé@arg with going back to each of

the schools listed below.

Schools:

Bensonr2 presentations
ACGC

Canby

Fulda

Pipestone
PrinsburgCentralChristian
RTR

Willmar

1
T
1
1
T
1
T
1

Fulda High School Pipestone High School
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Safety Town/Bike Safety Events

This year, the Southwest Region loaned the Safety Town bike safety training trailer to other regions, including 1e
City of Ashby and Fillmore County, to support their local bike safety education efforts. Additionally, the Southw st
Region hosted bike safeevents in Dawson, Fulda, and Marshall, where the TZD Regional Coordinator participe ed
and provided educational materials and blinky bike lights to promote safe riding practices.

Ashby School

Thad
]

ARROW S ==

Fillmore County
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Dawson ElementariBike safety presentation

Fulda ElementaryValk/Bike to school

MarshaliBike Rodeo

SWMN TZDAnnualReport2025
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