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Advisory Council on Traffic Safety
FINAL Minutes

Wednesday, February 11, 2026
1:00 – 4:00pm
	
Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota
301 S 19th Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55455
Josie Johnson Community Room (Room 180)

Attendees
Appendix A lists all Council members, staff, and invited guests who were present at the meeting.
Call to Order
Chair Sorenson called the meeting to order at 1:04pm. 
Welcome and Introductions
Chairs’ Welcome and Introductions
Chair Sorenson welcomed members.  Members and staff introduced themselves and the organization they were representing on the Council. 

Sorenson offered the following introductory remarks.  

· Dr. Robert Jacobs, representing the Statewide Trauma Advisory Council (STAC), is stepping down from the Council due to competing priorities. He expressed his sincere appreciation to the group for the opportunity to serve.
· Chief Tate, representing the Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association, will resign from ACTS upon his retirement from the Shakopee Police Department at the end of February. He commended the Council’s dedication to traffic safety. There will be retirement celebration on February 26 from 2:00–4:00pm at the Shakopee Police Department training room; members are invited to attend.
· The Council presented a plaque to Mike Hanson for completing his term as Chair. Sorenson thanked him for the significant energy and leadership he provided during the Council's formation and his lifelong advocacy for traffic safety.

ACTIONS: CTS staff will follow up with Dr. Jacobs, Chief Tate, and the ACTS Chairs to confirm new members for the STAC and the Chiefs of Police Association.


Approve Today’s Agenda
Kosluchar made a motion to approve the agenda without any changes.  Wojcik seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Approve Minutes of December 17, 2025 Meeting
Following Putzke’s request to note her virtual attendance in Appendix A, Wojcik moved to approve the December 17, 2025, minutes. Seconded by Shelton. Motion carried.

The final meeting minutes are available on the December meeting webpage. 
Presentation and Discussion: Connected and Automated Vehicles
Tara Olds, the Director of Connected and Automated Vehicles at MnDOT, joined the meeting to discuss the status of automated vehicles in Minnesota, their role in traffic safety, and opportunities for collaboration with ACTS. 

Member discussion followed. 

· Olds was asked if embedding sensors in the pavement—as seen in some international models—could help CAVs navigate Minnesota’s snow-covered roads. Olds noted that industry feedback currently suggests significant infrastructure investments—like specialized pavement sensors or specific lane markings—are not required as there are many other ways to locate a vehicle in the roadway. 
· In response to concerns regarding power outages or system "glitches" (citing incidents in San Francisco), it was noted that while natural disasters and system failures are difficult to fully plan for, the state will continue to analyze these types of cases as technology evolves.
· The Council discussed using mobile apps or wearable devices to alert CAVs to the presence of pedestrians and cyclists. While pilots have shown this is technically possible, it was emphasized that technology is only one part of a multi-faceted safety solution (i.e., not all vulnerable road users are carrying a cell phone) and pairing connectivity with automation is where there will be significant safety benefits. 
· Members discussed the long-term impact of AVs on driver licensing requirements. It was clarified that because Level 4 and 5 (fully autonomous) vehicles are not yet available, human drivers must still be capable of taking manual control. Consequently, traditional driver’s education and licensing remain essential for the foreseeable future.
· Olds was asked whether any states currently require CAVs to self-report traffic violations. Olds wasn’t sure and will do some additional research. 
· It was noted that coordination between ACTS, the Governor’s Advisory Council on Connected and Automated Vehicles, and the Active Transportation Advisory Council would be beneficial to leverage collective momentum, particularly regarding legislative advocacy and shared safety goals.

Olds concluded by inviting members to attend Automated Vehicle Day at the Capitol on April 14 from 1:00-4:30pm where there will be exhibitors, vehicles, and a potential live demonstration. She also noted several resources available on the MnDOT Connected and Automated Vehicles website. 

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Olds (tara.olds@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  
Data Dive: 2025 Preliminary Crash Data
Brian Harmon reviewed preliminary crash data from 2025. Highlights of the presentation included: 

· As of today, there were 373 total fatalities on Minnesota roads in 2025. This is the fewest number of fatalities since 2019, and the fifth biggest one year drop since 1910. The drop is significant but only gets us down to pre-pandemic levels—there is still work to do. 
· The northern regions of the state experienced the largest drops in 2025. 
· Suburban metro counties did not share in the state’s fatality reductions. 
· There are no obvious trends that contributed to the reductions. 
· The general aging of the population may result in more people being vulnerable to traffic fatalities and needs to be a major driver of future traffic safety initiatives. 

Member discussion followed. 
  
· Harmon noted that Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) data is not currently available but will be overlaid with existing crash data in the near future to provide additional context.
· The Council discussed the impact of vehicle weight and hood height on safety. While Harmon noted that vehicle weight data is currently difficult to capture, these factors are likely contributors to bicycle fatalities, which approximately doubled from 2024.
· With respect to aging and traffic safety, members noted that older drivers are more susceptible to injury due to decreased physical resilience and potential cognitive decline. There is a collective interest in parsing data more granularly to better understand these trends.
· The group discussed "suspected distracted driving" and "suspected drug use" in crash reports. Officers are often hesitant to check "suspected" boxes for fear of being required to provide a higher burden of proof in court. The Council noted the need to balance high-quality data collection with user-friendly reporting tools that do not overwhelm officers or lead to watered down data.
· MnDOT staff reported a 25% - 30% reduction across four strongly correlated safety factors: single-vehicle road departures, impaired driving, unbelted occupants, and motorcycle-related incidents. This represents one of the biggest reductions statewide. 

The following feedback was submitted by online participants but could not be discussed during the meeting due to time constraints.

· The Minnesota Emergency Nurses Association has released a series of educational videos regarding the assessment and care of older adults involved in motor vehicle crashes. These resources are currently available on the MN ENA website.
· Looking at fatalities by drivers, passengers, and "causal" vehicle may shed additional light on the data. Also, ages of registered drivers could add another layer to the analysis.

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Harmon (brian.harmon@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  
Presentation and Discussion: Citation Disposition Analysis
In the 2023 session, the Minnesota Legislature directed the Center for Transportation Studies (CTS) to analyze the final disposition of citations related to speeding, impairment, seat belt use, and distraction in the state. The project was funded by the Department of Public Safety (DPS). 


The research team, including Stephanie Malinoff, Frank Douma, Nichole Morris, and Andy Ryan, shared results from the work. Highlights from the presentation include: 

· The study analyzed 1.2 million case records provided by the State Court Administrator’s Office. Because the study focused on final outcomes, researchers limited the scope to closed cases occurring between 2017 and 2022. 
· Six key findings were identified:
· The number of total traffic citations steeply declined.
· Fatal crashes increased while most citations decreased.
· Conviction rates were high but varied by violation type and charge level.
· Impairment conviction rates were high across judicial districts.
· Fines and fees tended to have high payments overall but were lower for impaired charges.
· Citation counts were influenced by the pandemic, policy, and targeted campaigns.
· A final report was shared with the legislature in mid-January. The report, along with a two-page summary, can be found online at cts.umn.edu/ViolationsDisposition. 

Member discussion followed. 

· Members inquired about officer staffing levels and how much time is dedicated specifically to traffic enforcement (the "denominator" for these statistics). Morris noted that while the report does include officer FTEs, information regarding the specific percentage of time spent on traffic enforcement remains difficult to quantify. 
· Discussion continued around the ratio of traffic stops to citations issued, expressing concern that stop volumes may not be resulting in a proportional number of citations. Morris confirmed this data is not currently in the report but noted it is an area the team is interested in researching further. 
· Members noted that jail overpopulation and significant court backlogs may be contributing factors to the decrease in citations being written.
· A question was raised regarding whether the revenue from citations written during Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) campaigns covers the operational costs of the campaigns themselves. It was noted that statutory fine structures dictate the distribution of fees to categories such as the state general fund, courts, and local agencies. No funds got the department issuing the citation. It was also noted that the campaigns are supported by federal funds, and the resulting fine revenue remains in Minnesota (it is not returned to the federal government).
· Members inquired whether the study included citations that were written but subsequently dismissed by a prosecutor before reaching a judge. The research team noted that while they believe these dismissals were captured in their analysis, they will double-check the data to confirm. 

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Malinoff (malinoff@umn.edu) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  
Preparations for 2026 Legislative Session
The following updates were shared by members and staff. 

· The ACTS Annual report has been finalized and shared with the legislature. The report is available on the ACTS website.  Hanson noted there will be a presentation to the House Transportation Committee on February 23. 
· Hosmer shared that MDTSEA is spearheading a bill this session that would require 18-, 19-, and 20-year-old new drivers to take drivers education in order to get their license. 
· AAA is pursuing legislation this session related to variable message signage on towing vehicles. Josie Donohue will keep the group updated. 
· Wojcik noted that BikeMN is drafting e-moto related legislation. They are also working to build support for legislation around super speeders, including heightened penalties and the use of Intelligent Speed Assist. Finally, he noted BikeMN is also working on draft legislation around flexibility in local design options using best practices. 
· Mike Hanson and Paul Aasen have both recently met with Representative Kraft on speed issues. BikeMN and the University of Minnesota noted they would be interested in joining future discussions. 
· Hanson reported that roadside oral fluid testing will be moving forward as an official DPS-led initiative this session. Bill authors have been identified. 
· Aasen asked the group to confirm that if the legislature comes to us and says quick funding is available, our top two priorities would be support for additional law enforcement overtime grants and funding for local jurisdictions to identify safety issues to bring forward for review and funding. Members agreed. 
Subcommittee and Working Group Updates
TIM Subcommittee—Reed Leidle
The group met in late January. MnDOT is currently in the process of hiring a consultant to evaluate national best practices for "quick clearance" operations. The group reviewed the proposed scope and timeline for consultant’s work that should lead to developing a framework for the 2027 legislative session. 

A key point of discussion involved the financial risks faced by private-sector TIM partners when vehicle owners are underinsured or uninsured. The group reached a consensus that strategies to ensure fair compensation for these partners should be officially integrated into the consultant's scope of work. 

Additionally, MnDOT is collaborating with the trucking industry to launch a commercial driver survey focused on traffic incident experiences and safety.

The group has meetings scheduled for the duration of 2026. 

Safe Roads Coalition Working Group—Annette Larson
The group will be meeting next week to discuss strategies for increasing feedback from statewide partners. They will be reviewing results from a survey that was recently distributed to Safe Road coordinators looking to identify current challenges, potential solutions, and hurdles encountered during the funding application process. 

Additionally, efforts are underway to enhance the fatal and serious injury review process by integrating Safe System Approach (SSA) and Traffic Incident Management (TIM) principles. A specialized working group will be convened shortly to finalize the details of this integration.

Enforcement and Public Safety Subcommittee—Mike Hanson
An initial group of potential members convened in late January to explore the idea of creating a subcommittee to look at the connection between traffic law enforcement and public safety. Staff will be sharing initial ideas with the ACTS Chairs at a meeting next month. 
Public Comment 
· Michael Wojcik will be sharing an invitation with members for an upcoming trip to Helsinki, Finland to explore strategies that allowed the city to achieve a 12-month period with zero traffic fatalities. In addition, BikeMN will be putting together an event on April 20 around responsible use of cannabis. Finally, BikeMN’s Day on the Hill was canceled due to impacts from heightened federal enforcement. 
· Following the meeting, Jim Kosluchar shared a link to the 2026 Roadmap to Safety from the Advocates for Highway & Auto Safety. 
Adjourn
Chair Sorenson thanked everyone for their time, attention, and involvement in traffic safety. 

Jeppson made a motion to adjourn, Wojcik seconded the motion. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 3:52pm. 

The next Advisory Council on Traffic Safety meeting will be Wednesday, April 8 from 1:00-4:00pm in the Josie Johnson Community Room at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs on the University of Minnesota campus.
Page 2

Page 2


Appendix A: Attendance: Members, Staff, and Invited Guests


	Member Name
	Organization
	Present In-person
	Present Virtually
	Not Present

	Council Members
	
	
	
	

	Aasen, Paul
	Minnesota Safety Council
	X
	
	

	Ali-Mumin, Abdirahman 
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	
	
	X

	Bogojevic, Christina
	Minnesota State Patrol
	
	X
	

	Calistro, Gina
	Representing Victims Advocacy Organizations
	
	
	X

	Cocking, Aaron
	Insurance Federation of Minnesota
	
	
	X

	Diamond, Catherine
	Minnesota Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Mental Health Division 
	X
	
	

	Donohue, Josephine
	AAA - The Auto Club Group
	X
	
	

	Ferguson, Dylan
	Minnesota Office of Emergency Medical Services
	
	
	X

	Hanson, Mike
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	X
	
	

	Hansen, Richard
	Minnesota Operation Lifesaver
	
	X
	

	Hartzell, Chris
	City of Woodbury (representing League of Minnesota Cities)
	
	X
	

	Hausladen, John
	Minnesota Trucking Association
	
	
	X

	Hernandez, Kristine
	TZD Statewide Communications Director
	X
	
	

	Hosmer, Pete
	A+ Driving School (representing Minnesota Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association)
	X
	
	

	Jacobs, Robert
	CentraCare (representing Minnesota Statewide Trauma Advisory Council)
	X
	
	

	Jeppson, Julie
	Anoka County (representing Association of Minnesota Counties)
	X
	
	

	Kosluchar, Jim
	City of Fridley (representing City Engineers Association of Minnesota)
	X
	
	

	Larson, Annette
	TZD Statewide Program and Operations Director
	X
	
	

	Leidle, Reed
	Safety Signs (representing contractors)
	X
	
	

	Leuer, Derek
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, State Traffic Safety Engineer
	X
	
	

	Martini, Nick
	Northstar Bus Lines (representing Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation)
	
	X
	

	Meyer, Kerry
	American Bar Association, State Judicial Outreach Liaison
	
	
	X

	Moilanen, Michael
	Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (representing tribal governments)
	X
	
	

	Ostgaard, Gayra
	Minnesota Department of Education
	
	
	X

	Putzke, Becky
	Law Enforcement Liaison
	
	X
	

	Quinn, Cheryl
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	X
	
	

	Ramos, Michael
	Washington County Sheriff’s Office (representing Minnesota Sheriff’s Association)
	
	
	X

	Schallberg, Heidi
	Met Council (representing metropolitan planning organizations)
	X
	
	

	Schleck, Jessica
	TZD Regional Coordinator
	X
	
	

	Severson, Michele
	Council on Disability
	
	
	X

	Shelton, Kyle
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Sorenson, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office of Traffic Engineering
	X
	
	

	Tate, Jeff
	Shakopee Police Department (representing Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association)
	X
	
	

	Witter, Andrew
	Sherburne County (representing Minnesota County Engineers Association)
	X
	
	

	Wojcik, Michael 
	Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Young, Charles
	Minnesota Department of Human Services
	
	
	X

	Council Staff
	
	
	
	

	Kostrzewski, Holly
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	X
	
	

	Malinoff, Stephanie
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Piper, Jackson
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Invited Guests
	
	
	
	

	Douma, Frank
	Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Morris, Nichole
	Human Factors Safety Lab, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Harmon, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	X
	
	

	Olds, Tara
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, CAV-X
	X
	
	

	Ryan, Andy
	School of Public Health, University of Minnesota
	X
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