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Advisory Council on Traffic Safety
DRAFT Minutes

Wednesday, April 8, 2026
1:00–4:00 p.m.
	
Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota
301 S 19th Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55455
Josie Johnson Community Room (Room 180)

Attendees
Appendix A lists all Council members, staff, and invited guests who were present at the meeting.
Call to Order
Chair Sorenson called the meeting to order at 1:02pm. 
Welcome and Introductions
Chairs’ Welcome and Introductions
Chair Sorenson welcomed members, including Dr. Kris Drevlow, our newest member who replaces Dr. Robert Jacobs as the representative for the Statewide Trauma Advisory Council. Following the welcome, members and staff introduced themselves and the organization the represent on the Council. 

Approve Today’s Agenda
Donohue made a motion to approve the agenda without any changes.  Wojcik seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Approve Minutes from February 11, 2026, Meeting
Wojcik moved to approve the February 11, 2026, minutes without change. Kosluchar seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The final meeting minutes are available on the February meeting webpage. 
Member Profile: Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
Michael Wojcik, Executive Director of the Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota, shared more about the work of BikeMN and their impact across the state. 

· BikeMN is a 501c3 nonprofit that started in 2008 with a mission to engage people, provide education, and advocate for biking and walking.
· Their 16-person staff focus on advocacy, policy work, and education. 
· Education programs include: People Friendly Driver, Walk! Bike! Fun!, League Cycling Instructors, and Adult Learn to Ride. 
· BikeMN is also engaged in several e-bike initiatives including the E-bike Commuter Assistance Program and advocacy around E-bikes vs E-motos. 

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Wojcik (michael@bikemn.org) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  
Data Dive: Hospital Data around E-Bike Crashes
Ericka Welsh, Injury and Violence Epidemiology Unit Supervisor, Minesota Department of Health provided a summary of e-bike injury data gathered from Minnesota hospitals between October 1, 2023–September 30, 2025. Data was collected from hospital discharge (billing) data (not CODES data). Highlights of the presentation included: 

· The team analyzed 1,168 injuries across more than 40 external cause codes (e-codes) to identify e-bike injury trends. 
· Males accounted for 71% of the injuries, while females accounted for 29%.
· The highest number of injuries occurred in the 0–14 age group (193), followed by 55- to 64-year-olds (156) and 25- to 34-year-olds (149).
· E-bike drivers sustained 73% of injuries, passengers sustained 1%, and 26% were unspecified.
· While 87% of injuries were treated in the Emergency Department, 13% required inpatient hospitalization.
· 92% of injuries were classified as non-severe and 8% were severe.
· Injuries were split fairly evenly between non-metro (54%) and metro areas (46%).
· Incidents peaked in the summer at 54%, followed by fall (23%), spring (21%), and winter (2%).
· Next steps
· The team will add October–December 2025 data as soon as it becomes available. 
· Analysts are exploring syndromic surveillance data to validate e-bike e-codes against near real-time Emergency Department narrative fields.

Member discussion followed. 

· Members inquired about the feasibility of capturing substance use data and identifying pedestrian injuries caused by e-bikes. Welsh noted that’s not possible now but could be with the syndromic surveillance data. 
· Members asked if data was available around pedestrians injured by e-bikes. Welsh will look into this. 
· Discussion focused on data validation, specifically the need to distinguish between e-bikes and e-motos. 
· The group expressed interest in future comparisons between e-bike and pedal-bike injury severity.
· Attendees noted the high proportion of incidents occurring outside of active traffic.
· Leuer asked if we could probabilistically link this data to crash reports. Welsh believes that is possible and will follow up with Leuer. 

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Welsh (ericka.welsh@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  
Presentation and Discussion: Youth E-Bike Safety Educational Activities
Lisa Kons, Traffic Safety and Advocacy Director for the Minnesota Safety Council, reported a significant increase in inquiries regarding e-bike and e-scooter safety. After consulting with traffic safety stakeholders to identify gaps and collaboration opportunities, Kons noted that consolidating the various independent efforts under a single statewide umbrella would maximize impact and ensure resources are being share. 

 Kons shared details on the following activities:  
· MnDOT, in partnership with the Active Transportation Advisory Committee, has submitted a legislatively mandated report on youth e-bike safety (detailed later in these notes); staff are now focusing on implementing the report’s recommendations.
· BikeMN is prioritizing education regarding the distinctions between e-bikes and e-motos, offering a one-page guide and other resources on their website while also pursuing related legislation this session.
· Gillette Children’s and Regions Hospitals hosted a press event in early April to highlight e-bike and e-scooter dangers, featuring clinical data and a personal impact story from a family who lost their daughter after a fall from an e-scooter.
· The City of Cottage Grove recently enacted an electric bike, motorized bike, and motorized scooter ordinance, designed to balance the promotion of alternative transportation with public safety.
Kons’s goal is to align these efforts into a cohesive statewide approach to avoid duplicating work across organizations. The Minnesota Safety Council expects to publish a comprehensive one-page resource guide in the near future. 
Presentation and Discussion: Youth E-Bike Study Final Report
Caroline Ketcham, Pedestrian and Bicycle Planner, MnDOT gave an update on the recently completed Electric-Assisted Bicycle Youth Operation Study. In 2023 the state legislature requested ACTS and the Active Transportation Advisory Committee jointly study youth e-bike safety and operations with a directive to make recommendations on whether to change state law and to propose educational and public awareness campaigns. 

Policy Advisory Committee members Wojcik and Quinn (reporting in Shelton’s absence) shared these reflections: 

· Wojcik shared this report while he was at the National Bike Summit and said he received a lot of positive feedback. 
· Quinn was appreciative of the opportunity to participate and suggested that discussions continue on the topic of making sellers of e-bikes and e-motos responsible for knowing the laws and having repercussions for breaking those laws. 

Member discussion followed. 

· Aasen inquired about the origin of the 15-year-old age limit for e-bike use; it was noted that because the three-class system was largely developed by industry groups, the age restrictions likely originated from those same organizations.
· Members discussed legislative progress regarding the report, noting the following:
· The Senate Transportation Committee is hearing an update on the report today. 
· There has been some discussion around e-bikes, but nothing that has gained much momentum outside of clarification around e-bikes and e-motos. 
· Wojcik provided an update on e-moto legislation. He noted:  
· The youth e-bike report is being referenced in several bills. 
· There is broad bipartisan support for establishing a formal e-moto definition in legislation.
· Members discussed ideas to ensure the recommendations from the report move forward and don’t stall. Discussion included: 
· The group emphasized that legislative passage remains the most effective path forward.
· MnDOT is currently developing educational and promotional activities, though it was noted that while staff have some bandwidth for outreach, a dedicated "owner" would be needed to manage the long-term administrative work.
· The committee discussed the potential for partnering with the Active Transportation Advisory Committee (ATAC) to keep these recommendations moving forward as an ongoing priority.
2026 Legislative Session Updates
Members shared the following updates: 

· Expanded Driver’s Education: Legislation requiring 18- to 20-year-olds to complete driver’s education is facing hurdles in the House. MDTSEA hopes to establish a working group this summer to address legislative concerns regarding cost and program access.
· E-Moto and E-bike Definition: The bill to clarify the legal distinction between e-bikes and "e-motos" was recently approved by the House Transportation Committee; it will move to the House Ways and Means Committee next. The Senate Transportation Committee is hearing the bill today. Beyond clarifying vehicle distinctions, the bill would require e-moto sellers to be state-registered and mandate that users register their vehicle.
· Tow Vehicle Variable Message Signs: A bill permitting tow trucks to utilize variable message signs has passed both the House and Senate. There are some individual motions being worked through on the Senate side.
· Intelligent Speed Assist and Roadside Oral Fluid Testing: Proposals for both initiatives currently lack standalone momentum and will likely require inclusion in a Senate omnibus bill, which is not expected this year.
· School Bus Stop Arm: Updated legislation has been enacted requiring motorists to stop 20 feet away from a school bus when its red lights are flashing, regardless of whether the stop arm is extended or not. This closes a loophole that created a situation where drivers could pass the bus when the lights were flashing but the stop arm wasn’t fully extended. 
· Federal Funding Outlook: The federal administration has released a proposed budget that largely funds the DOT at current levels, but has significant cuts OSHA and NHTSA.

Aasen also reported that the Executive Committee is discussing ways to elevate the profile of ACTS, in particular with legislators and agency commissioners. Two ideas included holding regular conversations outside of legislative hearings and developing a transition plan that keeps ACTS top-of-mind during leadership transitions. If members have other ideas, please share with Aasen or ACTS staff. 
Council Business
Letter of Support for Highway Safety Office Funding
Hanson requested Council support for a Governor’s Highway Safety Association (GHSA) proposal to reorganize NHTSA Section 402 and 405 funding to grant State Highway Safety Offices greater management flexibility. A summary of the proposal and a reference letter from the Chiefs of Police and Sheriffs Associations are available by contacting Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  

Member discussion followed. 
· Aasen noted that while the Minnesota Safety Council had initial concern that consolidating these programs may deprioritize the 11 safety topics that are currently identified in Section 405, the organization now supports the proposal following further review.
· Schallberg noted that the template letter is addressed to federal legislative leaders and questioned whether such advocacy falls within the Council’s statutory purview, which is defined as advising state agency commissioners.
· Concerns were also raised regarding the limited time available for members to review the draft letter.
· Aasen outlined several options for moving forward, including recommending support to state agencies, issuing a consensus letter from ACTS, issuing a letter signed only by supporting members, or providing a template for individual organizations to use independently.
· Following extensive discussion regarding options and next steps, the Council recommended that the Executive Committee revisit the proposal to clarify the implementation details and the appropriate path forward. 
· Hanson noted it would be ideal to get the letter delivered in the next 7-10 days. 

ACTION: Malinoff will work with the Executive Committee to formalize a process for Council support that aligns with state statutes and allows members sufficient time for internal organizational review. 
Subcommittee and Working Group Updates
TIM Subcommittee—Reed Leidle
The group has not met since the last Council meeting. They are scheduled to meet again on April 20. 


Safe Roads Coalition Working Group—Annette Larson
The group released a statewide survey to collect issues and solutions around Safe Road Coalitions. Responses have started coming in; Larson will share more at the Council’s June meeting. The Working Group also held their first Fatal and Serious Injury Subcommittee meeting. 

Enforcement and Public Safety Subcommittee—Brian Sorenson
The group met last week and reached a consensus on formally establishing the "Traffic Safety Enforcement Subcommittee." During the meeting, members reviewed a draft Subcommittee framework, including a purpose statement and core objectives. At the next meeting in early May, the subcommittee will finalize the updated framework and begin identifying priority tactics. The group does still need to identify a Subcommittee Chair. 
Public Comment 
· Wojcik shared an overview of a press event hosted yesterday by Gillette Children’s and Regions Hospital to promote e-bike safety; the full event is available on YouTube, with additional coverage via the TZD Facebook page. He also noted that BikeMN offers a fleet of e-bikes and would be happy to help set up a group ride; Wojcik is exploring the possibility of organizing a demonstration ride following the August Council meeting.
· Schleck reminded Council member of the upcoming TZD Regional Workshops. More details can be found on the TZD website. 
· Sorenson shared data and potential messaging strategies highlighting the decrease of more than 100 traffic fatalities in 2025 compared to 2024. 
Adjourn
Chair Sorenson thanked everyone for their time, attention, and involvement in traffic safety. 

Wojcik made a motion to adjourn, Leidle seconded the motion. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 3:59pm. 

The next Advisory Council on Traffic Safety meeting will be Wednesday, June 10 from 1:00-4:00pm in the Josie Johnson Community Room at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs on the University of Minnesota campus.
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Appendix A: Attendance: Members, Staff, and Invited Guests

	Member Name
	Organization
	Present In-person
	Present Virtually
	Not Present

	Council Members
	
	
	
	

	Aasen, Paul
	Minnesota Safety Council
	X
	
	

	Ali-Mumin, Abdirahman 
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	
	
	X

	Bogojevic, Christina
	Minnesota State Patrol
	X
(Capt. Martinek)
	
	

	Calistro, Gina
	Representing Victims Advocacy Organizations
	
	
	X

	Cocking, Aaron
	Insurance Federation of Minnesota
	
	
	X

	Diamond, Catherine
	Minnesota Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Mental Health Division 
	X
	
	

	Donohue, Josephine
	AAA - The Auto Club Group
	X
	
	

	Drevlow, Kris
	Allina (representing Minnesota Statewide Trauma Advisory Council)
	
	X
	

	Ferguson, Dylan
	Minnesota Office of Emergency Medical Services
	
	X
	

	Hanson, Mike
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	X
	
	

	Hansen, Richard
	Minnesota Operation Lifesaver
	
	X
	

	Hartzell, Chris
	City of Woodbury (representing League of Minnesota Cities)
	
	X
	

	Hausladen, John
	Minnesota Trucking Association
	
	
	X

	Hernandez, Kristine
	TZD Statewide Communications Director
	X
	
	

	Hosmer, Pete
	A+ Driving School (representing Minnesota Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association)
	X
	
	

	Jeppson, Julie
	Anoka County (representing Association of Minnesota Counties)
	
	
	X

	Kosluchar, Jim
	City of Fridley (representing City Engineers Association of Minnesota)
	X
	
	

	Larson, Annette
	TZD Statewide Program and Operations Director
	X
	
	

	Leidle, Reed
	Safety Signs (representing contractors)
	X
	
	

	Leuer, Derek
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, State Traffic Safety Engineer
	X
	
	

	Martini, Nick
	Northstar Bus Lines (representing Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation)
	
	X
	

	Meyer, Kerry
	American Bar Association, State Judicial Outreach Liaison
	
	X
	

	Moilanen, Michael
	Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (representing tribal governments)
	
	
	X

	Ostgaard, Gayra
	Minnesota Department of Education
	
	
	X

	Putzke, Becky
	Law Enforcement Liaison
	
	X
	

	Quinn, Cheryl
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	
	X
	

	Ramos, Michael
	Washington County Sheriff’s Office (representing Minnesota Sheriff’s Association)
	
	X
	

	Schallberg, Heidi
	Met Council (representing metropolitan planning organizations)
	X
	
	

	Schleck, Jessica
	TZD Regional Coordinator
	X
	
	

	Severson, Michele
	Council on Disability
	
	X
	

	Shelton, Kyle
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
(Steph Malinoff)
	
	

	Sorenson, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office of Traffic Engineering
	X
	
	

	Witter, Andrew
	Sherburne County (representing Minnesota County Engineers Association)
	
	X
	

	Wojcik, Michael 
	Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Young, Charles
	Minnesota Department of Human Services
	
	
	X

	Council Staff
	
	
	
	

	Kostrzewski, Holly
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	
	X
	

	Malinoff, Stephanie
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Piper, Jackson
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Invited Guests
	
	
	
	

	Welsh, Ericka
	Minnesota Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Mental Health Division
	X
	
	

	Kons, Lisa
	Minnesota Safety Council
	
	X
	

	Ketcham, Caroline
	Minnesota Department of Transportation
	
	X
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