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Goal 1 ς Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries 
 

Regional Steering Committee 
Background: In 2006, the southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Steering Committee 
developed the traffic safety mission and goals for the region to move toward zero deaths for 
traffic-related crashes. 

 
Problem Statement: In 2006, there were 494 deaths on Minnesota roadways and 69 of these 
deaths occurred on southeast Minnesota roadways ς an unacceptable number. Southeast 
Minnesota TZD includes partners from the 11-county area (Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue, 
Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha, and Winona) who work together to create 
initiatives and programs to reduce traffic fatalities. 

 
A regional strategic plan was developed to identify goals and strategies required to achieve the 
mission. The data is reviewed yearly to ensure that the region continues to work to accomplish 
outreach and education goals that will help attain the overall fatality reduction goal.  

 
Mission: To move southeast Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads using education, 
enforcement, engineering, emergency medical and trauma services, and everyone else. 

 

Goal 1 ς Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries 
To continuously decrease traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in southeast Minnesota 
from the past 5-year average (2020-2024) of 44 fatalities and 178 serious injuries.  
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2020-2024 Fatalities, Serious Injuries and Motor Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Rates by 
County  
                 

                                                                  
     

            
                                                                             

Time of Day and Time of Year for Southeast Fatal and Serious Injury Crashes (2018-2022) 
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The chart above shows trends in fatalities from 2011 to 2024 within the Southeast TZD Region. The 
green bar shows the necessary progress required to meet our target goal of no more than 225 
fatalities statewide in 2025. Statewide, this translates into 23 fewer traffic fatalities every year. The 
regional numbers are scaled based on the number of fatalities within the TZD Region from 2016-
2018.                                                                  

            

Successes: 
¶ Partnered with AAA to launch a regional fall 2025 ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ Ϧ/ǊŀǎƘŜǎ Iƛǘ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ 

campaign. It was designed to engage high school students at peak times. The region 
hosted eight events in September 2025, reaching students, parents and staff from 16 
schools with the central message: "Crashes Hit Different When They Happen to You." 
This engaging strategy included pre-game activities using drunk goggles, t-shirt cannon 
giveaways, halftime education, distribution of TZD and AAA swag, stickers for concession 
snacks, foam footballs, and a pledging banner where students, parents and staff can 
publicly commit to essential safe driving behaviors: Buckle Up, Phone Down, Drive 
Sober, and Slow Down. This comprehensive approach had a wide reach and drove home 
the personal responsibility element of traffic safety. There are 16 additional events 
scheduled through October 2025, reaching a total of 48 schools. 
 

¶ Traffic safety education was provided to male and female inmates at the Goodhue 
County Adult Detention Center. The inmates received a 30-minute TZD presentation, 
along with the opportunity to try the distracted driving simulator and to attempt to 
maneuver an obstacle course with a pedal cart while wearing drunk goggles. Other 
stations included wearing drunk goggles while playing bean bags and while playing 
basketball.  

 

¶ The annual Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) Workshop brought together 
nearly 170 traffic-safety professionals. This event is vital for facilitating a collaborative, 
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regional approach necessary to reduce traffic deaths and 
severe injuries across all southeast Minnesota 
communities. 

 

¶ Expanded outreach to Older Drivers in three counties using 
the CarFit program and the distribution of 150 Older Driver 
manuals. 

 

¶ Traffic safety education to high school students in at least 
one high school in each of the 11 counties. Programs offered 
impactful elements including impact speakers, mock crashes, 
and hands-on experiences using the impaired and cannabis 
goggles, the distracted driving simulator and the seat belt 
convincer. Students were also given the opportunity to make a 
pledge to commit to safe driving. 
 

¶ Continued to develop partnerships with Wisconsin State 
Patrol, various law enforcement agencies from Wisconsin as 
well as the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.   
 

¶ Community outreach education with events focused on: 
Á Seat belt use 
Á Impaired driving including cannabis education 
Á Distracted driving 
Á Speeding  
Á Hands-free Law  
Á Motorcycle Safety ς Lane Splitting and Filtering 
Á Pedestrian Safety 
Á Bicycle Safety 
Á Traffic-Safety Culture ς Do it For Them 
Á ATV/UTV Safety ς Seat Belt Law 
Á Older Driver  

 

¶ Continued partnership with Olmsted County 
{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ social media specialist to create 
numerous social media videos to coincide with 
enforcement periods. Many of the videos 
included an emphasis on changing traffic-safety 
culture. See examples below. 

Move Over and Slow Down for Flashing Lights 

Wear Your Helmet Do It for Them 

Drive Safely this Holiday Season. 

 

¶ Continued partnership with Olmsted County 
{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
enforcement periods and TZD Tuesday. On average 3,000 people were reached per TZD 
post, but some messages reached a larger audience. The Highway 14 Border-to-Border 

file:///C:/Users/Schl1Jes/Desktop/Move%20Over%20and%20Slow%20D
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1513268733429096
https://www.facebook.com/reel/900272885556333
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(B2B) enforcement social media post reached 45,595 people and had 9,174 
engagements. The Back-to-School/TZD Tuesday post reached 10,764 people and the 
Move Over Day Video had more than 2000 views and reached 4,259 people. 
  

¶ One-on-one support, both virtual and in person was provided for many of the new TZD 
Safe Roads coordinators to help them transition into their new roles. Template materials 
corresponding with the quarterly enforcement periods were created for coordinators 
statewide to modify and use in their communities. Monthly in-person team meetings 
focused on coordinating work plans and developing regional projects to help set both the 
coordinators and the region up for success! 
 

¶ Continued to develop relationships with local media. KTTC-TV, KIMT-TV, KAAL-TV, 
Rochester Post-Bulletin, Dodge County Independent, Star Herald and KROC talk radio 
covered regional enforcement saturations and events. 

 
¶ Worked with county engineers and southeast TZD law enforcement grantees to 

continue to identify locations for replacement of the Safe & Sober signs. More than 
200 Safe & Sober signs have been replaced with updated TZD signs across the region. 
 

¶ Local government presentations included the TZD 
mission, vision, and goals as well as updates on local 
efforts, successes, and challenges. State and local 
TZD representatives from each of the 5 Es were 
invited.  

 

¶ Appointed to the Advisory Council for Traffic Safety 
(ACTS). The council aims to improve traffic safety by 
advising the governor and relevant state 
commissioner on policies, programs and services that affect traffic safety.  

 

¶ Participated in Advisory Council for Traffic Safety (ACTS) Subcommittees: 
TZD Safe Roads subcommittee reviewed successes and challenges pertaining to the TZD 
Safe Roads grant opportunity and how to expand the efforts. The committee will be 
recommending to the ACTS Council updating the Serious and Fatal Injury review process 
to ensure consistency across the state. 
 
Traffic Incident Management (TIM) subcommittee. The subcommittee has prioritized 
working toward updating quick clearance legislation. The goal is to have specific 
legislative change requests included in the January 2027 report. This timeline will allow 
the team to develop strategic and thoughtful recommendations.  

 

¶ Participated in the Traffic Safety Camera (TSC) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). The  
purpose of the committee is to review periodic deliverables and use subject matter  
expertise to help guide the creation of standards for traffic safety cameras. 

 

¶ Completed monthly reports accurately and timely. 
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Challenges: 
 

¶ While the strategy is to leverage regional partners for outreach and education, these 
partners are already managing heavy, multifaceted workloads. Their limited existing 
capacity restricts their ability to absorb additional traffic safety responsibilities, making  
the recruitment of volunteers increasingly difficult. 

 

¶ A decrease in grant funding led to an influx of new TZD Safe Roads Coalition Coordinators 
with limited prior traffic safety experience. Mentoring these new leaders and developing 
essential template materials became a necessary, but time-intensive, requirement for 
regional success. 

 

¶ Educational equipment that is critical to community engagement is shared across the 
entire region. Unfortunately, equipment is frequently returned damaged. When this 
occurs, partners consistently refuse to take responsibility, so the cost and labor required 
for repairs and purchasing replacement parts defaults entirely to the district office. 

 

Regional Goals for 2026: 
 
¶ The Steering Committee will use the 2025-2029 Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) as its 

guiding framework to establish regional priorities for 2026. Data analysis indicates the top 
five critical focus areas in the southeast region are Lane Departure, Intersections, 
Impairment, Older Drivers, and Unbelted Occupants. The committee will review the SHSP 
strategies and tactics for each area to identify targeted interventions designed for the 
greatest impact in reducing fatal and serious injuries across the region. Achieving this is a 
shared responsibility involving engineers, educators, enforcement, emergency 
responders, policymakers, and the public. 
 

¶ The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has reported a concerning rise in 
ATV fatalities and serious injuries. During 2024, the state saw a record-setting 30 fatalities, 
underscoring the severe and increasing risks associated with these machines. The region is 
committed to working with the Mayo Clinic Trauma Injury Prevention team to host an ATV 
train-the-trainer course. This will ensure that the course will be available to more students 
across the region. 

 

¶ The region has committed to hosting two Traffic Incident Management (TIM) Responder 
trainings in 2026. This 4-hour responder training promotes responder safety, safe and 
quick clearance, and prompt, reliable communications. 

 

¶ Impairment has been identified as one of the top five focus areas in the southeast region. 
To address this, the region has committed to hosting a Responsible Beverage Service 
Train-the-Trainer in 2026. The trainers will be certified to educate servers and bartenders 
on their vital role in traffic safety. Training servers to recognize signs of impairment and 
safely refuse to overserve customers will prevent impaired drivers from getting behind 
the wheel, significantly reducing alcohol-related crashes across the region. 
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TZD Safe Roads Coalitions - Funded and Unfunded 
 

 
 

Active funded coalitions 
Assisted and supported the funded TZD Safe Roads coordinators in various capacities 
throughout the year with supplies needed, assistance with events or directing to appropriate 
resources. Regional coordinator developed template materials for coalition leaders across the 
state. 

 

¶ Dodge  

¶ Fillmore  

¶ Goodhue 

¶ Houston 

¶ Rice 

¶ Steele 
          

    Active unfunded coalitions 
Facilitated the Mower County Safe Roads coalitions. Was responsible for maintaining 
the coalition networks, meeting agendas, minutes and all activities and events as 
requested. 

 

¶ Mower County ¶ Olmsted County 

       
Next Steps:  
The regional coordinator will continue to partner with the funded and unfunded TZD Safe 
Roads coalition leaders to develop regional activities for the enforcement periods. The TZD 
Safe Roads Coalition coordinators will continue to work with the Steering Committee and 
the regional coordinator to use the Stategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) to establish regional 
priorities and implement targeted interventions across the region. 
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Regional Workshop 
Southeast Minnesota TZD Workshop 
May 7, 2025  

 

The2025 Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths 
Workshop was held at the International Event Center in 
Rochester Wednesday, May 7, 2025. More than 150 
traffic safety professionals representing all 11 counties 
participated in the event. Use the link above to find 
additional information, including workshop 
presentation slides. See media coverage on page 60. 

 

The Southeast Minnesota TZD program aims to create a 
collaborative, comprehensive and regional approach to 
reduce traffic deaths and severe injuries. As part of these efforts, an annual workshop is held 
to help facilitate the implementation of TZD in all southeast Minnesota communities. 
Encouraged to attend are law enforcement, engineers, educators, emergency medical 
services, local policymakers, and other traffic safety advocates. 

 
The workshop participants are surveyed annually and each year the survey respondents 
rate the workshop with high marks and urge the planning team to continue to have the 
workshop annually. Anecdotally, the networking and forming of relationships across the 4E 
boundaries continue in southeast Minnesota. 

 
 

  

https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southeast/2025
https://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshop/southeast/2025
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Community Engagement Highlights 

 

¶ Crashes Hit Different ς High School Football and Volleyball Games 
The region partnered with AAA to launch a 
major fall traffic safety, "Crashes Hit 
5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
engage high school students at peak times. 
The region hosted eight events in 
September 2025, reaching students, 
parents and staff from 16 schools with the 
central message: "Crashes Hit Different 
When They Happen to You." This engaging 
strategy included pre-game activities using 
drunk goggles, t-shirt cannon giveaways, 
halftime education, distribution of TZD and 
AAA swag, stickers for concession snacks, foam footballs, and a pledging banner where students, 
parents and staff can publicly commit to essential safe driving behaviors: Buckle Up, Phone Down, 
Drive Sober, and Slow Down. This comprehensive approach had a wide reach and drove home the 
personal responsibility element of traffic safety. 
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¶ CarFit 
CarFit is an educational program designed to help older drivers optimize their vehicle's safety 
features to improve comfort and safety while driving. It includes teaching participants how to 
adjust their vehicle settings, such as the seat, steering wheel, and seat belt to ensure a proper fit. 
CarFit events were conducted in 30 percent of Southeast Minnesota counties, including Wabasha, 
Rice and Olmsted.        
 

           
 

 
 

                 

https://car-fit.org/
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¶ Safety Town ς Fillmore County  
The miniature city allows students to get hands-on traffic safety education in a controlled 
environment. Children practice safely navigating streets as pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists. 
This educational model was successfully used in Preston at School-aged Child Care, during Gammel 
Dag Days in Peterson and at the Fillmore County Fair. 

 

          
 

¶ Safe City Nights 
TZD partnered with the Minnesota State Patrol, the 
Rochester Police Department, and the Mayo Clinic 
Trauma Injury Prevention team to participate in four 
Rochester Safe City Nights. 

  
Safe City Nights is a community engagement event 
that focuses on building positive connections between 
the community and law enforcement. Safe City Nights 
featured the State Patrol Rollover simulator, State 
Patrol helicopter, K9 demonstrations, hands-on 
experiences with the Emergency Response Unit, a tour 
of the crime scene vehicle, and many 4E partnerships 
across the community. An estimated 5,000 people 
attended Safe City Nights events across Rochester. 
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¶ TZD Tuesday Messages 
TZD Tuesday kicked off Nov. 8, 2020. Partnered with the Department of Public Safety Office of 
Traffic Safety and MnDOT District 6 Public Affairs to develop traffic safety messages for 
employers to send to employees each Tuesday. The 
short messages include information about various 
traffic-safety topics relevant to the week or month. 
The templates are distributed to regional 
coordinators to modify and distribute as they wish. 
Current active employers include MnDOT District 6, 
Dodge, Olmsted and Steele County, and the city of 
Rochester. The messages are also sent to the 
Steering Committee and Safe Roads coalitions to 
modify and use in their areas. The messages are 
modified and used in social media posts for MnDOT 
District 6, the hƭƳǎǘŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ, as well as other local agencies and traffic safety 
stakeholders. ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎ ƻŦ aƴ5h¢ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ с ά{ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎέΦ 
KTTC-TV also shares the messages. Example below. Additional media coverage on pgs. 61-62. 
MN Toward Zero Deaths reminds drivers to stop at rural intersections 
 
Wǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ active social media pages to Like, Follow and Share! 
¶ Goodhue County Toward Zero Deaths 
¶ Houston County Public Health  
¶ Olmsted County Sheriff's Office 
¶ Rice County Public Health 
¶ Wabasha County Public Health 
¶ Winona County Toward Zero Deaths 
¶ MnDOT Southeast Minnesota 

        
Regional Occupant Protection Education Highlights 
Occupant protection efforts focused on partnering with law enforcement on a regional level with 
the various mobilizations, as well as engaging communities using the Seat Belt Convincer, the Seat 
Belt Persuader, Seat Belt Challenges, and the Under the Bar booster seat display. We will continue 
to prioritize safety in 2026 through educational campaigns, coordinating law enforcement 
mobilizations, and strengthening our regional efforts in occupant protection. 

 

¶ Regional Seat Belt Challenges 
Students from across the region participated in a 
Regional Seat Belt Challenge to kick off the Seat 
Belt enforcement campaign. Students were timed 
on how quickly they could move to each seating 
position in a car and buckle up. Some of the 
participating schools included: Kasson-Mantorville 
High School, Triton High School, Hayfield High 
School, Medford High School, Mabel-Canton High 
School and Northfield.                             

https://www.kttc.com/2025/07/20/mn-toward-zero-deaths-reminds-drivers-stop-rural-intersections-during-peak-growing-season/
file:///C:/Users/Schl1Jes/Desktop/G
https://www.facebook.com/houstoncountypublichealth
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=rice%20county%20public%20health
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100069301085793/search/?q=TZD
https://www.facebook.com/WinonaCountyTZD
https://www.facebook.com/groups/161820617795961
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¶ Mall of America Seat Belt Championship 
Law Enforcement Explorers from across Minnesota had an 
opportunity to compete in the 2025 Seat Belt Challenge at 
the annual Statewide Law Enforcement Explorer 
Conference in Rochester in April. The eight fastest teams 
from the qualifying rounds advanced to the playoffs, to 
compete for the overall championship at the Toward Zero 
Deaths (TZD) Traffic Safety Day at the Mall of America. 
 
The fastest team was named Traffic Safety Day Champion, 
earning recognition for their seat belt safety advocacy and 
law enforcement skills. 
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¶ Seat Belt Convincer Highlights 
The Seat Belt Convincer is an impactful educational 
tool used at high schools and community events 
across the region to drive home the importance of 
wearing a seat belt. The device allows a person to 
safely experience the actual force of a 5ς10 mph 
crash, dramatically demonstrating why belts are 
critical. 

 

These educational events also focus on proper seat 
belt fit and use. For families with young children, 
the Under the Bar display is used alongside 
materials clarifying the booster seat law. This system helps determine when a child is 
ready to safely transition from a booster seat to a vehicle's seat belt. 

 

The display provides a critical visual cue: If a 
child can walk under the bar, the vehicle's 
seat belt will not fit them properly, confirming 
they are not tall enough for safe seat belt use. 
This simple, hands-on demonstration is highly 
effective in helping caregivers and children 
understand the importance of remaining in a 
booster seat until the child achieves the 
necessary height for proper belt placement. 
 
Events included: 
Night to Unite ς Wabasha 
Owatonna Fire Department Open House  

        Kasson Free Fair  

        Goodhue High School 
  Spring Grove 

Blooming Prairie High School 
Safe Summer Nights ς Faribault  
Bethlehem Academy ς Faribault                    

Steele County     

Safe City Nights ς Rochester  
Cannon Falls Chamber of 
Commerce Open House 
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¶ Seat Belt Convincer Curriculum 
Teaching Safety Through Physics  

                                                                                                                          

 
The Seat Belt Convincer curriculum was developed as a creative way for MnDOT/TZD to 
reach high school students across the region. The 20-minute curriculum ǳǎŜǎ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ 
Laws of Motion to explain the physics of a crash and relate speed to force.  
 
bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ мst Law: An object in motion tends to stay in motion unless an external force acts upon it. 
bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ нnd Law: When a force acts on an object, it will cause the object to accelerate. 
 
Example: When belted: 

¶ Acceleration will slow, causing the top denominator to increase. 

¶ This will happen over a fraction of a second which increases the lower denominator. 

¶ Overall, this causes the entire equation to reduce. Therefore, the force is lower. 
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Next, the students are given the opportunity to experience the force of a crash. After 
experiencing the convincer, the force of a crash at a variety of speeds is calculated. A 
personal safety message and a brief overview of a variety of relevant careers fields, 
including first responders and engineering wraps up the presentation. The curriculum was 
presented at four high schools in the region.                                                                 
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Regional ATV/UTV Highlights 

      

¶ Education and Public Engagement      
WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ !¢± was displayed at 
community events across the region 
including two ATV Safety Trainings in 
Fillmore County, two Safe City Nights in 
Rochester, the Houston County Fair, the 
Rice County Fair, Mower County Fair, 
Passport to Agriculture in Rice County, 
the Red Wing Fire Department Open 
House, the Cannon Falls Fair, Austin 
National Night Out, and Prairie Island 
Indian Community Safety Day. 
 
ATV safety education at the Pine Island High School Safety Fair included a student survey on 
helmet use and training requirements. 
 
The Minnesota Safety Council and State 
Farm sponsored a Do it For Them banner 
for the trailer and safety messaging for 
the ATV to help engage and educate 
community members. See messages 
below. 
 
In the fall of 2023, Jordan and his friend 
took off for a quick ATV ride that turned 
into a frightening experience when they 
crashed, leaving both injured but 
fortunately alive. Jordan, who has used ATVs for various outdoor activities throughout his life, took 
an unfamiliar corner of a gravel road too fast, which led the ATV into the ditch and collided with a 
tree. Worked with tƘŜ hƭƳǎǘŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ to develop an ATV safety video that 
highlighted Jordan's Story. It has been viewed more than 8,000 times on social media. It is also 
played on a loop at events that display the ATV.                                
                                       

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/838131597795008
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¶ WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ !¢± aŜǎǎŀƎƛƴƎ 
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¶ Impact Teen Driver 
Impact Teen Driver is a program that 
started in Minnesota in 2024. It 
focuses on educating 10th grade 
students on the dangers of distracted 
driving ς but not just the common 
topics such as cell phone use. The 
program tackles the everyday 
distractions such as BFFs and lipstick, 
as well as the importance of being a 
good passenger, (with 50% of the 
younger driver fatalities being 
passengers, it makes sense to discuss 
the importance of passengers making good decisions while in a vehicle) the dangers of impaired 
driving and speeding, and the importance of seat belt use. See below the statewide results of the 
pre- and post- survey evaluation. It shows a positive shift in self-reported behaviors, knowledge 
and skills related to safe driving. The hope is that this program will help drive traffic safety culture 
change throughout the state. 
 
The program was implemented at Mabel-Canton High School and Rushford High School this year. 
Two State Patrol Troopers were trained fall 2025.                                                    

                       
 

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           
         
 
 
 

Regional Impaired Driving Education Highlights 
Impaired driving media coverage on pages 49-53. 

                                                                                     

¶ άYƴƻǿ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛƳƛǘǎέ Voluntary Preliminary Breath Testing (PBT) Education  
Olmsted County, Goodhue County, Steele County 
This educational event offers participants clear insight into how alcohol affects their bodies. They 
learn key concepts, including the rate at which their Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) changes, the 
impact beverages with higher content can have, and the critical fact that their BAC can continue 
to increase even after they stop drinking. For law enforcement, the event offers valuable hands-
on training for newer officers and provides a unique opportunity for all officers to strengthen 
community relationships. 
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¶ Southeast TZD partnered with the Rochester Police Department to offer voluntary Preliminary 
Breath Testing (PBT) education to community members at Thursdays Downtown in Rochester.  

¶ DƻƻŘƘǳŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢½5 ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘƘǳŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ offer 
voluntary PBT education at a local campground and 
liquor establishment. The campground event also 
included demonstrations and youth activities.  

¶ Steele County held monthly Know Your Limits PBT 
education at Thursdays Downtown in Owatonna. 
ά²ŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƎƎƭŜǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜŜǊ ǿŀǎ 
popular with participants. 

 

¶ Cannabis, Alcohol and Polydrug 
Impairment Education 
Students and staff had the opportunity to learn how cannabis, alcohol and a combination 
of both (polydrug use) affects the brain and the ability to drive safely. Students had hands-
on experience using many of the activities included in the cannabis education kit, the 
alcohol education kit, and the polydrug education kit. Participating schools included 
Kasson-Mantorville High School, Goodhue High School, Medford High School, Plainview-
Elgin-Millville High School, Blooming Prairie Forensic Science class, Faribault High School. 
The pedal cart was also used with cannabis goggles at high schools and community events 
including WabashaΩǎ National Night Out. 
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¶ Responsible Beverage Service Training 
There are currently 38 Responsible Beverage Service Training (RBST) trainers in the region. At least 
one training was held in almost every county across the region this year. The Rice County Chemical 
& Mental Health Coalition even offers the training on demand! 

 
 
 

https://www.ricecountycmhc.org/training/
https://www.ricecountycmhc.org/training/
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¶ JOYRIDE ς Rice County  
The Rice County TZD Safe Roads 
Coalition partnered with Defeat of Jesse 
James Days Committee, Northfield 
Police and College City Beverage to 
organize JOYRIDE for the Defeat of Jesse 
James Days. The FREE safe ride home 
shuttle service was available on 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m. within the city of 
Northfield. Tickets were available at the 
Defeat of Jesse James Entertainment 
Center and all liquor establishments.  

 

 
                                       
 

¶ Regional Impaired Driving Crash Car 
Coordinated the Impaired driving crash car calendar. 
The car was used at numerous festivals and high 
schools across the region to remind the community 
of the dangers of driving impaired. 

 

Kaitlyn Hanson was a 16-year-old Fillmore Central student who was killed January 28, 2016, when 
an impaired driver crossed the center line and hit her vehicle head-on. Investigators determined 
that the driver had a blood alcohol concentration between .08 and .151 percent and was driving 
between 85-to-95 miles per hour when the crash happened. Her parents donated her vehicle in 
hopes of educating the public of the dangers of driving impaired. It was displayed at the Safe 
Summer Kickoff in Faribault, Dodge County Fair, Kasson-Mantorville High School Homecoming 
parade, Faribault High School, Zumbrota-Mazeppa High School, and the Pine Island High School.                                      
    

                                       



36  

       

 

 Regional Speed Education 
 Speed-related media coverage on pages 52-54. 

 

¶ Annual Speed Poster 
Once a year, regional traffic safety 
stakeholders come together to create a 
regional photo to use to promote traffic safety 
in their communities. Over the years, the 
group has expanded beyond traditional 
partners to include other key players, such as 
ambulance crews and snowplow operators to 
visually demonstrate the unified Toward Zero 
Deaths (TZD) approach. The primary value of 
this long-standing tradition is its ability to build 
stronger relationships and partnerships among 
all the participating agencies. In previous years, the event has been held in Lanesboro, 
Northfield, Owatonna, Red Wing, Rochester, Winona, Kasson, Lake City, Albert Lea, Austin, 
Rochester, Owatonna, Winona, Zumbrota, Mantorville, Preston and most recently in 
Faribault.  More than 300 Speed posters were developed and distributed across the region. 
¢ƘŜ hƭƳǎǘŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Annual Southeast Minnesota TZD Seat Belt Kickoff that has had nearly 6,000 views.     
  

             
                                                                                            
                                     Rice County Law Enforcement Center, Faribault, MN 

 
 
                                                     
 

https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/470399445430050
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¶ Border-to-Border Speed Saturation          
       The 9th Annual Border-to-Border multiagency Speed saturation was coordinated along 

Highway 14, 19 and 60 through five southeast counties on July 3, 2025. Southeast TZD 
partnered with the Southern Minnesota Law Enforcement Liaison and local law enforcement 
to incorporate regional educational outreach. A media advisory with information regarding the 
saturation was distributed prior to the event as well as a news release following the event. 
Electronic messaging boards were deployed displaying the enforcement message. 

 
 YȅƭŜ .ǊŀŘǘΣ hƭƳǎǘŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ aŜŘƛŀ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ #Headsup 

announcement on social media and reported over 420,000 views, 2,000+ total interactions, 
536 shares and 424 comments 

 

       
                                      

Results of the Multiagency Speed Enforcement Saturation 
 
Traffic Stops ς 882 (645 in 2023 / 677 in 2024)  
Speed Citations ς 240 (163 in 2023 / 252 in 2024)  
Speed Warnings ς 451 (379 in 2023 / 394 in 2024) 
Speeds at 100 plus ς 5 (1 in 2023 / 3 in 2024) 

 
Stats by Region: 

 

Region  Stops  Speed Citations Speed Warnings 
 

SE Minnesota  274 / 440  131 / 119  152 / 261 
SC Minnesota  212 / 165  67 / 49   106 / 87 
SW Minnesota  141 / 246  33 / 72   107 / 103 

 

Participating SE Law Enforcement Agencies:  
MSP D2100 Rochester, Northfield Police Department, Red Wing Police Department, Rice County 
SƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ Office, Lonsdale Police Department, Zumbrota Police Department, Dodge County {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 
Office, Owatonna Police Department, Faribault Police Department, Olmsted County SƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 
Office, Steele County SƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ Office, Kasson Police Department, Rochester Police Department, 
DƻƻŘƘǳŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ YŜƴȅƻƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Preston Police Department. 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/posts/1172089621624047
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¶ B2B Electronic Message Boards            
  

               
                       

Regional Motorcycle Safety Education 

¶ Motorcycle Safety ς [ƛǎŀΩǎ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ {ǘƻǊȅ ς Do it For Them.  
Worked ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hƭƳǎǘŜŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 
Office to create a social media video focused on 
the importance of wearing safety gear. Lisa's 
Survivor Story tells the story of a typical ride 
that turned into a fight for her life. Her husband 
watched helplessly as she crashed on the 
interstate. The outcome would have been 
much different had she not been wearing her 
safety gear.  
 

                              
 

                              

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1513268733429096
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1513268733429096
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¶ Motorcycle Safety ς Spring and Fall Flood Run 
The Flood Run is a highly anticipated, three-day motorcycle event held twice annually 
(spring and fall) in Minnesota. Thousands of riders participate in the scenic journey that 
typically follows the Great River Road along the Mississippi River. Beyond the camaraderie 
and beautiful scenery, the event is a great time to remind all motorists to watch for 
motorcycles and share the road due to the increase in traffic in the area. MnDOT District 6 
deployed ŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCƭƻƻŘ wǳƴέ motorcycle route as 
a reminder for all drivers to stay alert, share the road and use caution. The messages were 
deployed in April and September in Zumbro Falls.     

 
 

 
 

¶ Motorcycle Safety - Social Media Highlights 
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Region Goal 2 ς TZD Partnership Goals 
To continuously increase TZD awareness and 
partnerships across southeast Minnesota for both 
the public and traffic safety professionals.  

 

Building Relationships within the Region 
Relationships continue to be reinforced and formed 
through participation in quarterly Steering 
Committee meetings, regional activities and the 
annual Southeast Minnesota TZD annual workshop.  

 

Building Relationships ς TZD Website 
Efforts were made to ensure that all Southeast 
Minnesota TZD workshop materials, presentations, 
crash maps and media stories were updated on the 
TZD website. 

 

Building Relationships ς Southeast 
Minnesota TZD end-of-year report 
In addition to creating the end-of-year report for grant purposes, the regional report is also 
distributed to all the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ state and federal legislators in the MnDOT District 6 Legislative 
Report. The District Engineer meets annually with all legislators and the TZD report is included 
in this discussion and booklet. The end-of-year report is also posted online and distributed to 
the Southeast Minnesota Steering Committee. 

 

Building internal and external relationships: 
 

¶ Mentored the new regional TZD Safe Roads Coordinators by leading monthly in-person 

meetings to align work plans and develop regional projects. Created customizable materials 

for high school prom and graduation safety campaigns that coordinators can use in their 

communities. 

¶ Participated in TZD enforcement award presentations as able. 

¶ Participated in the Tribal Traffic Safety Summit. 
¶    Participated in the quarterly TZD Hotdish. 

¶    Participated in Safe Roads Peer exchange.  

¶    Quarterly Steering Committee meetings. 

¶ Participated in regional quarterly Fatal and Serious Crash 
Injury Review committees. 

¶ Facilitated Mower County TZD Safe Roads and Fatal and 
Serious Crash Injury review meetings. 

¶ Participation in quarterly regional TZD Safe Roads coalition 

meetings. 

¶ Participated in Southern Minnesota Regional Trauma Advisory (SMRTAC) meetings when 

possible. 

¶ Continued to participate in the statewide Motorcycle Task Force. 

¶ Continued to participate in the MN Child Passenger Safety Advisory Task Force as able. 


