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Mission

To create 3 culture for which traffic fatalities and
serious injuries are no langer acceptable through the
integrated application of education, engineering,
enforcement and emergency medical and trauma
services. Thess efforts will b driven by data, bast
practices and research.

Values

%  Continuous improvements
%= Engage partners

%+ Ewvidence-based zpproaches

The Southeast Minnesota Teward Zero Deaths program
is led by a 3teering Committee comprised of the ¥4 Es:"

4 Enforcement
Engineering

Education

o

EMS/Emergency Madical & Trauma Services

Engineering

Mark Schoenfelder

MnDOT District Engineer
207.286.7301
mark.schoenfelder@state.mn.us

Enforcement

Capt. Brian Buck
Minnesota State Patrol
S0¥.285. 7408
Brian.buck@state.mn.us

Sputheast Minnesota Fatalities
and Serious Injuries
by County 2020-2024

[
"

= preliminany

The leading cauze of traffic-relsted deaths and severs
injuries in southeast Minnesota include:

%+ Lack of Seat Balt Usa
< Speed and Agzgressive Driving
< Alcohol

The leading type of crash resulting in deaths and sewvers
imjuries include:

< Careless/Reckless Driving
% Failure to Yield

The Southezst Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths program
begzn in 2005. The counties involved include Dodzs,
Fillmware, Freeborm, Goodhue, Houston, Mower,
Olmisted, Rice, 5teele, Wabasha and Winana.

Education/EMS

Jessica Schleck

Fegional TZD Coordinator
S07.6596,.8435
jessica.schlecki@state.mn.us
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Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Regional Strategic Plan

Mission
To move southeast Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads using education, enforcement, engineering,
and emergency medical and trauma services.

Goal 1 — Reduce TZD Fatality and Serious Injuries

To continuously decrease traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in southeast Minnesota. from the past
5-year average of 44 fatalities and 178 serious injuries (in 2020-2024).

Objectives:

A, To continuously increase regional seat belt use rates.
The statewide average was 94.2 percent in 2023, up from 93.3% in 2022.

B. Toexamine the characteristics of the unbelted fatalities and serious injuries. The 2020-2024, 5-year
average in southeast Minnesota was 10 unbelted fatalities and 26 serious injuries.

C. To continuously decrease the following:

Five Year Averages: Southeast TZD Region

Metric Impaired Speed Distraction Unbelted Total
u K Crashes 95 10.6 2.0 10.0 41.2
g A Crashes 36.2 29.8 8.8 22.6 152.6
“ |K+A Crashes 458 40.4 10.8 316 193.8
v Fatalities 98 11.4 2.2 10.2 44.0
§ A Injuires 428 _ 38.6 10.0 26.0 177.8
2 K+A Injuries 52.6 50.0 12.2 36.2 221.8
Baseline Comparison
Total Count Average Avg. Annual Percent Change
Metric 2024 2020-2024 S-year Avg. Region Statewide
K Crashes 40 206 41 -1.0% +2.0%
‘é A Crashes 179 763 153 +9.2% +8.0%
' K+A Crashes 219 960 124 +5.9% +6. 7%
w Fatalities 44 220 a4 0.1% +2.9%
_5 A Injuires 208 889 178 18.4% +7.3%

*Source: MnDOT Office of Traffic Engineering. 2024 doto are preliminary.
Nate: A crash may hove mare thon ane of the obove listed or additional cantributing foctor



Goal 2 - TZD Partnership Goals

To continuously increase TZD awareness and partnerships across southeast Minnesota for both
the general public and traffic safety professionals

1. Establish the vision of TZD as a priority for all region, county, city {sovernment agencies)
A, Engage local government involvement in TZD steering committee and workshops
B. Educate/promote traffic safety awareness of city/county officials
C. Promote city/county employee education/policies that facilitate the TZD vision

Activities: Recruitment of city and county to attend TZD event, giving TZD presentations to
boards/councils, mailings/connections to Network of Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS)

2. Create and strengthen partnerships in the region
4. Engage stakeholders
B. Develop networking relationships
C. Recruit membership of the TZD partnership

Activities: EMS Conference booth/presentation, regional workshop, web, calendar, statistics,
workshop, orientation

3. Promote and implement effective traffic safety initiatives in the region
Develop and distribute resource materials

Provide enforcement wave support in community

Promote evidence-based countermeasures

Collect data and statistics within region

Implement best practices within region

monmEF

Activities: web, brochure, one-pagers, presentations, news advisories, workshop, seat belt
observational survey and omnibus survey, media messaging and media events, news releases
regarding activities woven into existing messages, worksite education and policy development,
parent component to driver education, sober cab development, youth enforcement and education.



Goal 1 - Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries

Regional Steering Committee

Background: In 2006, the southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths Steering Committee
developed the traffic safety mission and goals for the region to move toward zero deaths for
traffic-related crashes.

Problem Statement: In 2006, there were 494 deaths on Minnesota roadways and 69 of these
deaths occurred on southeast Minnesota roadways — an unacceptable number. Southeast
Minnesota TZD includes partners from the 11-county area (Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue,
Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha, and Winona) who work together to create
initiatives and programs to reduce traffic fatalities.

A regional strategic plan was developed to identify goals and strategies required to achieve the
mission. The data is reviewed yearly to ensure that the region continues to work to accomplish
outreach and education goals that will help attain the overall fatality reduction goal.

Mission: To move southeast Minnesota toward zero deaths on our roads using education,
enforcement, engineering, emergency medical and trauma services, and everyone else.

Goal 1 - Reduce Fatal and Serious Injuries

To continuously decrease traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries in southeast Minnesota
from the past 5-year average (2020-2024) of 44 fatalities and 178 serious injuries.

Five Year Averages: Southeast TZD Region

Metric Impaired Speed Distraction Unbelted Total
@ K Crashes 9.6 10.6 2.0 10.0 41.2
g A Crashes 36.2 29.8 8.8 226 152.6
Y K+A Crashes 45.8 40.4 10.8 32.6 193.8
@ Fatalities 9.8 11.4 2.2 10.2 44.0
% A Injuires 42.8 38.6 10.0 26.0 177.8
E K+A Injuries 52.6 50.0 12.2 36.2 221.8

2024 Outcomes: Southeast TZD Region

Metric Impaired Speed Distraction Unbelted Total
» |K Crashes 8 12 1 8 40
E A Crashes 37 33 13 26 179
S K+A Crashes 45 45 14 34 219
w |Fatalities 8 13 1 8 44
5 A lnjuires 44 47 14 28 208
= K+A Injuries 52 60 15 36 252




2020-2024 Fatalities, Serious Injuries and Motor Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Rates by

County
Fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (5-year rolling)
Five year fatality rate Updated April 8, 2025
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Time of Day and Time of Year for Southeast Fatal and Serious Injury Crashes (2018-2022)
January F March  April May June  J August September October N Total
Midnight to 259 AM 7 3 3 ) 5 _ 10 7 B 66 74%
300 AM to 550 AM ‘ 3 5 3 5 3 8! i 8 Js 8 52%
600 AM to 8:59 AM 7 4 8 7 5 5 1 5 12 89 100%
900 AM to 1159 AM 7 8 8 8 6 1 13 8 115 130%
Noon to 2.59 PM 12 5 7 5 17 9 134 151%
300 PM 1o 559 PM 9 5 14 15 12 190 214%
600 PM to 8:59 PM 10 7 7 20 17 11 155 17.5%
9.00 PMto 1159 PM 4 7 5 12 8 8 93 105%
47 54 40 53 89 97 103 113 90 87
o 53%  61%  45%  60% 100% 109% 116% 127% 101%  75% 83% i T %
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How Does the REGION Contribute?

Southeast Regional Progression to 225 in 2025

! i
<

i O
< o~
2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023 2025

The chart above shows trends in fatalities from 2011 to 2024 within the Southeast TZD Region. The
green bar shows the necessary progress required to meet our target goal of no more than 225
fatalities statewide in 2025. Statewide, this translates into 23 fewer traffic fatalities every year. The
regional numbers are scaled based on the number of fatalities within the TZD Region from 2016-
2018.

Successes:

e Partnered with AAA to launch a regional fall 2025 traffic safety, "Crashes Hit Different”
campaign. It was designed to engage high school students at peak times. The region
hosted eight events in September 2025, reaching students, parents and staff from 16
schools with the central message: "Crashes Hit Different When They Happen to You."
This engaging strategy included pre-game activities using drunk goggles, t-shirt cannon
giveaways, halftime education, distribution of TZD and AAA swag, stickers for concession
snacks, foam footballs, and a pledging banner where students, parents and staff can
publicly commit to essential safe driving behaviors: Buckle Up, Phone Down, Drive
Sober, and Slow Down. This comprehensive approach had a wide reach and drove home
the personal responsibility element of traffic safety. There are 16 additional events
scheduled through October 2025, reaching a total of 48 schools.

e Traffic safety education was provided to male and female inmates at the Goodhue
County Adult Detention Center. The inmates received a 30-minute TZD presentation,
along with the opportunity to try the distracted driving simulator and to attempt to
maneuver an obstacle course with a pedal cart while wearing drunk goggles. Other
stations included wearing drunk goggles while playing bean bags and while playing
basketball.

e The annual Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) Workshop brought together
nearly 170 traffic-safety professionals. This event is vital for facilitating a collaborative,|



regional approach necessary to reduce traffic deaths and
severe injuries across all southeast Minnesota
communities.

Expanded outreach to Older Drivers in three counties using
the CarFit program and the distribution of 150 Older Driver
manuals.

Traffic safety education to high school students in at least
one high school in each of the 11 counties. Programs offered
impactful elements including impact speakers, mock crashes,
and hands-on experiences using the impaired and cannabis
goggles, the distracted driving simulator and the seat belt
convincer. Students were also given the opportunity to make a
pledge to commit to safe driving.

Continued to develop partnerships with Wisconsin State
Patrol, various law enforcement agencies from Wisconsin as
well as the Wisconsin Department of Transportation.

Community outreach education with events focused on:
= Seat belt use
= Impaired driving including cannabis education
= Distracted driving
=  Speeding
= Hands-free Law
= Motorcycle Safety — Lane Splitting and Filtering
= Pedestrian Safety
=  Bicycle Safety
= Traffic-Safety Culture — Do it For Them
= ATV/UTV Safety — Seat Belt Law
= Qlder Driver

Continued partnership with Olmsted County
Sheriff’s Office social media specialist to create
numerous social media videos to coincide with
enforcement periods. Many of the videos
included an emphasis on changing traffic-safety
culture. See examples below.

Move Over and Slow Down for Flashing Lights
Wear Your Helmet Do It for Them

Drive Safely this Holiday Season.

Continued partnership with Olmsted County

Sheriff’s Office social media specialist to create social media posts to coincide with
enforcement periods and TZD Tuesday. On average 3,000 people were reached per TZD
post, but some messages reached a larger audience. The Highway 14 Border-to-Borden 1


file:///C:/Users/Schl1Jes/Desktop/Move%20Over%20and%20Slow%20D
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1513268733429096
https://www.facebook.com/reel/900272885556333

(B2B) enforcement social media post reached 45,595 people and had 9,174
engagements. The Back-to-School/TZD Tuesday post reached 10,764 people and the
Move Over Day Video had more than 2000 views and reached 4,259 people.

One-on-one support, both virtual and in person was provided for many of the new TZD
Safe Roads coordinators to help them transition into their new roles. Template materials
corresponding with the quarterly enforcement periods were created for coordinators
statewide to modify and use in their communities. Monthly in-person team meetings
focused on coordinating work plans and developing regional projects to help set both the
coordinators and the region up for success!

Continued to develop relationships with local media. KTTC-TV, KIMT-TV, KAAL-TV,
Rochester Post-Bulletin, Dodge County Independent, Star Herald and KROC talk radio
covered regional enforcement saturations and events.

Worked with county engineers and southeast TZD law enforcement grantees to
continue to identify locations for replacement of the Safe & Sober signs. More than
200 Safe & Sober signs have been replaced with updated TZD signs across the region.

Local government presentations included the TZD
mission, vision, and goals as well as updates on local
efforts, successes, and challenges. State and local
TZD representatives from each of the 5 Es were
invited.

Appointed to the Advisory Council for Traffic Safety
(ACTS). The council aims to improve traffic safety by ‘
advising the governor and relevant state

commissioner on policies, programs and services that affect traffic safety.

Participated in Advisory Council for Traffic Safety (ACTS) Subcommittees:

TZD Safe Roads subcommittee reviewed successes and challenges pertaining to the TZD
Safe Roads grant opportunity and how to expand the efforts. The committee will be
recommending to the ACTS Council updating the Serious and Fatal Injury review process
to ensure consistency across the state.

Traffic Incident Management (TIM) subcommittee. The subcommittee has prioritized
working toward updating quick clearance legislation. The goal is to have specific
legislative change requests included in the January 2027 report. This timeline will allow
the team to develop strategic and thoughtful recommendations.

Participated in the Traffic Safety Camera (TSC) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). The
purpose of the committee is to review periodic deliverables and use subject matter
expertise to help guide the creation of standards for traffic safety cameras.

Completed monthly reports accurately and timely.
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Challenges:

While the strategy is to leverage regional partners for outreach and education, these
partners are already managing heavy, multifaceted workloads. Their limited existing
capacity restricts their ability to absorb additional traffic safety responsibilities, making
the recruitment of volunteers increasingly difficult.

A decrease in grant funding led to an influx of new TZD Safe Roads Coalition Coordinators
with limited prior traffic safety experience. Mentoring these new leaders and developing
essential template materials became a necessary, but time-intensive, requirement for
regional success.

Educational equipment that is critical to community engagement is shared across the
entire region. Unfortunately, equipment is frequently returned damaged. When this
occurs, partners consistently refuse to take responsibility, so the cost and labor required
for repairs and purchasing replacement parts defaults entirely to the district office.

Regional Goals for 2026:

The Steering Committee will use the 2025-2029 Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) as its
guiding framework to establish regional priorities for 2026. Data analysis indicates the top
five critical focus areas in the southeast region are Lane Departure, Intersections,
Impairment, Older Drivers, and Unbelted Occupants. The committee will review the SHSP
strategies and tactics for each area to identify targeted interventions designed for the
greatest impact in reducing fatal and serious injuries across the region. Achieving this is a
shared responsibility involving engineers, educators, enforcement, emergency
responders, policymakers, and the public.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has reported a concerning rise in
ATV fatalities and serious injuries. During 2024, the state saw a record-setting 30 fatalities,
underscoring the severe and increasing risks associated with these machines. The region is
committed to working with the Mayo Clinic Trauma Injury Prevention team to host an ATV
train-the-trainer course. This will ensure that the course will be available to more students
across the region.

The region has committed to hosting two Traffic Incident Management (TIM) Responder
trainings in 2026. This 4-hour responder training promotes responder safety, safe and
quick clearance, and prompt, reliable communications.

Impairment has been identified as one of the top five focus areas in the southeast region.
To address this, the region has committed to hosting a Responsible Beverage Service
Train-the-Trainer in 2026. The trainers will be certified to educate servers and bartenders
on their vital role in traffic safety. Training servers to recognize signs of impairment and
safely refuse to overserve customers will prevent impaired drivers from getting behind
the wheel, significantly reducing alcohol-related crashes across the region.

13



TZD Safe Roads Coalitions - Funded and Unfunded
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Active funded coalitions
Assisted and supported the funded TZD Safe Roads coordinators in various capacities
throughout the year with supplies needed, assistance with events or directing to appropriate

resources. Regional coordinator developed template materials for coalition leaders across the

state.
e Dodge e Houston
e Fillmore e Rice
e Goodhue e Steele

Active unfunded coalitions

Facilitated the Mower County Safe Roads coalitions. Was responsible for maintaining
the coalition networks, meeting agendas, minutes and all activities and events as
requested.

e Mower County e Olmsted County

Next Steps:

The regional coordinator will continue to partner with the funded and unfunded TZD Safe
Roads coalition leaders to develop regional activities for the enforcement periods. The TZD
Safe Roads Coalition coordinators will continue to work with the Steering Committee and
the regional coordinator to use the Stategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) to establish regional
priorities and implement targeted interventions across the region.

14



Regional Workshop
Southeast Minnesota TZD Workshop
May 7, 2025

The2025 Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
Workshop was held at the International Event Center in
Rochester Wednesday, May 7, 2025. More than 150
traffic safety professionals representing all 11 counties
participated in the event. Use the link above to find
additional information, including workshop
presentation slides. See media coverage on page 60.

The Southeast Minnesota TZD program aims to create a
collaborative, comprehensive and regional approach to
reduce traffic deaths and severe injuries. As part of these efforts, an annual workshop is held
to help facilitate the implementation of TZD in all southeast Minnesota communities.
Encouraged to attend are law enforcement, engineers, educators, emergency medical
services, local policymakers, and other traffic safety advocates.

The workshop participants are surveyed annually and each year the survey respondents
rate the workshop with high marks and urge the planning team to continue to have the
workshop annually. Anecdotally, the networking and forming of relationships across the 4E
boundaries continue in southeast Minnesota.
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'l'nwnn n Southeast Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
Regional Workshop
z E R o Rochester Event Center

7333 Airport View Drive S\W

n EATH s Wednesday, May 7, 2025

SOUTHEAST MINNESOTR

8:30 z.m.

9:30 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

10 a.m.

10:30 3.m.

10:45 a.m.

8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Agenda

Registration and Continental Breakfast

Welcome & Regional Roundup
Mark Schoenfelder, District engineer, MaDOT District §, ond southeast Minnesoto TZ0
regional co-chair; lessica Schieck, southeast Minnesota TZD regional coordinator

Drriving Change: How Data is Shaping 5afer Roads for All

grondan Walters, MnCrash gaministrotor, OFS Office of Traffic Safety

This presentation will highlight the Road Safety Information Canter (RSIC), which uses data-driven
inzights and advanced anzlytics to enhance safety, improve accessibility and identifying better
strategies to serve underrepresented communities for 2 more informed, equitable decision-making.

Tech Makeowver: Upgrading from Old 5chool to Cool School

Erandon Waolters, MnCrash administrator, OFS5 Office of Traffic Safety

In this seszion, we'll explore the MnCrazh reporting systermn modernization, focusing on its uzer-
friendly updates, enhanced data collection through technology and seamless integration into your
workflow —making it more efficient and intuitive.

Building the Road Ahead: Shaping Our Future with 5takeholder Input and Strategic Action

Derek Lewer, State Traffic Safety engineer, MnaDOT Office of Traffic Engineering

In thiz seszion, we'll explore the journey of developing our new Strategic Highway Safety Plan, from
gathering feedback to finalizing the vision for the future. We'll highlight how stakeholder input
shaped the plam and discuss the key steps for its rollout, including communication, implementation,
and monitoring. Attendees will lesve with 2 clear understanding of the plan’s impact and how we'll
work tagether to achieve our goals.

Break — Exhibits & Refreshments

From Urban to Rural: 5trengthening Traffic Incident Management in Minnesota

Brian Kary, TSMO Director, MnDOT Transportation Systems Management and Jpergtions

Traffic Incident Manzagemeant [TIM] focuses on the critical collaboration between agencies to clear
incidents guickly and safely, reducing injuries, fatalities, and congestion. Thiz seszion will highlight
the key components of TIM, including the role of coalitions, effective communication, and upcoming
trainimg to ensure 3 coordinated response. Learn how TIM helps improve safety for both responders
and the public while minimizing the impact of traffic incidents. Whether you're 2 first responder, law
enforcement, ar a traffic safety adwvocate, this session is for you!



11:15 a.m.

12 p.m.

12:45 p.m.

1:4% p.m.

245 p.m.

Exploring the Impacts of Mental Health on our Roadways

Juliz Seitz, LADC, LGSW, project director, Allrise lmpaired Driving Solutions

Mationally, 45 percent of repeat DWI| offenders have a mental health disorder and more could be
done to sddress this issus. Hear from the panslists about what is happening and what can be done.

Lunch & Exhibits

Al: The Future, Rewritten — Beyond Imagination, From Code to Cognition

From Bethany Lutheran College: Brion Klebig, professor, Communication Dept; Ben Lundsten,

gesistont professor, Medio Arts Dept.; Sheng Sang, ossistant professor, Engineering Science Dept.

This s=ssion explares how Al is reshaping industries and revolutionizing problem-solving across sectors
like public s=fety, education, healthcare and engineering. Through storytelling and real-world =xamplas,
we'll uncowver Al's transformative power, showcasing its akility to fix broken systems, optimize decision-
making, and improve outcomes. Gain valuable inzights into how Al can enhance efficiency and drive
rmezninsful changs in their daily wark.

Innowvative 5trategies that can be used to Address Traffic 5afety Issues in Your Community
Hegr what is being done aoross the region and how ta get involved!

*  What is all the Buzz Around DO5SCI Older Driver Screening? Let's Take a Closer Look!
Or. foonie Somes, Minnesotg Emergency Nurses Association
This seszion will explore the latest tool designed to spot cognitive impairment, which may
interfere with the ability to drive safely. Explore what these screenings assess, how oooupational
therapists and driving rehab specialists can help and the smart options they recommend to keep
sveryons safe on the road.

* lane Splitting or Lane Filtering?
Jay Bock, Motorcycle Safety odministrator, OF5 Office of Traffic Safety
Beginning July 1, 2025, Minnezota will allow motoroyclists to ride between lanes of slow or
stopped traffic. Advocates pushed for this change after seeing crashes cauzed by distracted
drivers, arguing that lane splitting helps riders awoid danger. While the law includes restrictions
to reduce rizks, the guestion remains — will it be enousgh to keep motorcyclists safe?

*  Fungus Amongus
Brendg Pohiman, Fillmore County Public Health
As cannzbis legalization expands in Minnesata, mind and mood-altering products are following.
This session will take you on a magical trip to explore the impact of microdosing fungi on traffic
safety and potential strategies to sddress the fungus amongus.

Wrap up, Evaluation & Door Prizes

Lr. Brett Hayes, Minnesota Stote Potrod, District 2200

Take a moment to reflect on today's insights—how can you turn them into action in your community?
Grab a notecard from your table and jot down your goals! We'll collect everyone’s ideas and share
them after the workshop s0 we can inspire each other to make real change happen. Let’s get writing!

Flease take time throughout the day to visit the traffic zafety exhibit tables!

Venuwe WiFi Network: Private Guest
Possword: riec2019
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Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths
2025 Southeast Regional Workshop
Evaluation Summary

Rochester Event Centler - Rochestar
Wednesday, May 7, 2023

Humber of participants registered: 150
Mumber of participants registered plus walk-ins: 175

Total number of attendees [registered & walk-ins participants & exhibitors minus no-shows): 153

Muriber of Qualtrics evaluations complete: 52 [34%)

Mumber of Exhibitors: 9
Average
Ratin
General Sessions (out uE
4.00)
Walcome to the Southeast TZD Regional Workshop! 329
Driving Change: How Data is Shaping Safer Roads for All in
Tech Makeover: Upsrading from Old School to Coal School 298
Building the Road &haad: Shaping Our Future with Siakeholder Input and Strategic Action 313
From Urban 1o Bural: Strengthening Traffic Incident Managemeant in Minnesola 329
Exploring the Impacts af Mental Health on our Roadways .58
Al Presantation (Al The Future, Rewritten — Beyand Imagination, From Code to Cognition) M
What is all the Buzz Around DOSC] Older Deiver Screafiing? 3.50
Lane Splitting or Lane Fillering? 288
Fungus Amungus Tt |
Wrap-up 3.13

Page 1 of 3




Arrangements Average Rating (out of 4.00)
Convenience of the Registration Process 3.55
Location of the venue 3.69
Facilities were comforiable and appropriate 3.75
Food served for meals and breaks was satisfying 373
Electronic participant matesials were helpful and usaful MA for 2025
Exhibitors were infarmative 2.16

Please write any comments about the general sessions.

Some early presanters fipped through interesting slides oo guickly

Raal good

Gaood time for collaboration.

Lovwe this work can™t wait to do mare

Everything was sood.

Hands down, best food at a conferancea,

Great variety of presentations.

The post it activity was confusing. Itwas not clear at our table what we were meant 1 do. Wasn't
therz a new sticker inactive done?

Please host these in locations that are bike, walk, roll, and transit accessible. This was nol.

Some very intefesting Wopics. Great foed. | truly enjoved networking with other state and county
agancy employeas.

In the past you had "roving” microphones”, Pwould ke 1o Sea them come back. During the question
& answer section of some of the presentations if a question was asked Trom the ather side of the
room you would like 1o hear the quastion.

All very informative and valuable knowledge shared. 2l speakers were great! Interested in hearing
more about wihat 1o do with the SHSP. Sounds like some things to implament hena.,

This conference was very good prefers the best, great contexts and very interesting.

The sa55i0n5, overall, were very informative. The lane splitting portion Seemed o lack information.
Far too miech data speak and words on slides for the first half of the day. The Mental Health speaker
was engaging and interactive in a meaningful way. Much of the crowd was scrolling phones of using
computers during the first several presentations that were not very interasting of engaging.
Thisyears conference was much more enginearing focused il seamed like. IU'd Be nice @ have mare
LE focusad topics such as lagal updates, new lech coming oul, updates on road Side drug
impairment testing, elc.

The motorcycle guy was uninformied, lowd and unable to answer questions.

Less engineasing

Do you believe it would be beneficial to start a Regional or Community Tribal Coalition in your area?

No (3}

Yo [17)

Mot Applicable in my region (22)
Mo answer [4)

Page 2of 3
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Please write any comments on the arrangements (registration, location, food, materials, and exhibitors)
*  Pleate label the Tood. The mulfing weren’t labeled, and | am allargic 1o bananas— | caught it before

Lrying it.

Very good food.

Mo issues. Everything was great.

Amish communities i5 a big deal in Fillmare County.

*  Lowve Bunnys coconut cake

Do you have suggestions for topics you would like to see offered at future workshops?
*  Impacts of drunk driving
Presentation by Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
Trands an average vehicle size and weight; connection with traffic safety ingide and outside of vehicle
Safe intersection design.
Law enforcemeant updates - Statutes, Crash Reparting, whal agancies in our area are daing 1o
promole TZD
Salely Culture: How we arfive at aur beliefs and build upon negative salety habits.
Engdinearing safaly topics. What's happening with rural EMS? Telemedicine?
I'think it would be benaficial to maybe see what different jurisdictions, such as cities and counties,
are doing 10 help prevent incidents. To then cross reference that info would be good 10 See.
*  More from State Patrol an safely and incidents across the state pertaining to DOT snow and ice
avents and Distracted driving.
*  Impact speaker at the beginning of the day to gat people 1o focws on the Wpics that fellow.

What are your suggestions for building and maintaining support for this region’s Minnesota TZD program?

*  Manthly emails for what agancies are doing in our area.

*  |would like to see a melhod of bringing in younger generations, maybe as speakers or part of the
attendeas. We nead the word to g0 oul 10 a more diverse group.

*  Bead more arganized efforts with multiple B, 50 we can Keap driving 10 Zerd deaths. Tribal coalition
or some efforts thera? Tean TZD afforns?

*  Maybe have a district TZD coalition that meets regularly to discuss plans and pregrams thal are in
place.

If you would like a follow-up call, please put your contact information in:
MIA

Any other comments or suggestions are welcome

*  Oneof the lectors made a comment that our roads were not done with equity in mind and wers not
diverse o certain demographics. This was not explained. | can only puess, meaning our naral
Righwiays are nol as well maintained as those near metfopolitan areas.

*  |was glad that | was able to go and hope 1o be abla to attend fulure conferences.
The Al prafessor and the mental haalth practiticnen were keyed into what an adull leames audience
perhaps needs. The other presenters appeared Lo simply be presenting data which was either too far
fram applicable (Tar my role) ar presented in a dry and unappealing way.

Fage 3 of 3
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Community Engagement Highlights

Crashes Hit Different — High School Football and Volleyball Games
The region partnered with AAA to launch a
major fall traffic safety, "Crashes Hit
Different” campaign. It was designed to
engage high school students at peak times.
The region hosted eight events in
September 2025, reaching students,
parents and staff from 16 schools with the
central message: "Crashes Hit Different
When They Happen to You." This engaging
strategy included pre-game activities using
drunk goggles, t-shirt cannon giveaways,
halftime education, distribution of TZD and
AAA swag, stickers for concession snacks, foam footballs, and a pledging banner where students,
parents and staff can publicly commit to essential safe driving behaviors: Buckle Up, Phone Down,
Drive Sober, and Slow Down. This comprehensive approach had a wide reach and drove home the
personal responsibility element of traffic safety.

BUCKLE UP,
PHONE DOWN,
DRIVE SOBER,
SLOW DOWN.

oW~

ARt RO
ok nlmmﬁnnng#ml
PR wle
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o CarFit
CarFit is an educational program designed to help older drivers optimize their vehicle's safety
features to improve comfort and safety while driving. It includes teaching participants how to
adjust their vehicle settings, such as the seat, steering wheel, and seat belt to ensure a proper fit.
CarFit events were conducted in 30 percent of Southeast Minnesota counties, including Wabasha,
Rice and Olmsted.

CARFiT

Is Headed Your Way!

CarFit iz a free, interactive and educational program designed to
improve older driver safety. Trained volunteers provide information
to ensure the zafest “fit” for older drivers and their vehicles.

. FiftyNorth
Where: | 1651 Jofforson Parkway
T Nodhield, MN 5507

. 1:30430pm.
When: | Sign up for 172 hour appointment
Monday, May 12, 2025

Contact: | w;l(souefam

To leamn more, visit

Car-Fit.org
CARFiT®|

Melgeng Mature Orivers Find Thoi Safest Fis



https://car-fit.org/

e Safety Town - Fillmore County
The miniature city allows students to get hands-on traffic safety education in a controlled
environment. Children practice safely navigating streets as pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists.
This educational model was successfully used in Preston at School-aged Child Care, during Gammel
Dag Days in Peterson and at the Fillmore County Fair.

e Safe City Nights
TZD partnered with the Minnesota State Patrol, the
Rochester Police Department, and the Mayo Clinic
Trauma Injury Prevention team to participate in four
Rochester Safe City Nights.

Safe City Nights is a community engagement event
that focuses on building positive connections between
the community and law enforcement. Safe City Nights
featured the State Patrol Rollover simulator, State i ]
Patrol helicopter, K9 demonstrations, hands-on : %’-ﬁ"ﬁ"; 3
experiences with the Emergency Response Unit, a tour
of the crime scene vehicle, and many 4E partnerships
across the community. An estimated 5,000 people
attended Safe City Nights events across Rochester.

e
Do it ¢

Rk
Your Driving Mat-
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e TZD Tuesday Messages
TZD Tuesday kicked off Nov. 8, 2020. Partnered with the Department of Public Safety Office of
Traffic Safety and MnDOT District 6 Public Affairs to develop traffic safety messages for
employers to send to employees each Tuesday. The
short messages include information about various MN Toward Zero Deaths reminds drivers to stop
traffic-safety topics relevant to the week or month.
The templates are distributed to regional b
coordinators to modify and distribute as they wish. 4 - —
Current active employers include MnDOT District 6, = L —
Dodge, Olmsted and Steele County, and the city of
Rochester. The messages are also sent to the
Steering Committee and Safe Roads coalitions to
modify and use in their areas. The messages are
modified and used in social media posts for MnDOT
District 6, the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office, as well as other local agencies and traffic safety
stakeholders. The messages are also sent to subscribers of MnDOT District 6 “Safety Topics”.
KTTC-TV also shares the messages. Example below. Additional media coverage on pgs. 61-62.
MN Toward Zero Deaths reminds drivers to stop at rural intersections

at rural intersections during peak growing season

Just a few of the region’s active social media pages to Like, Follow and Share!
e Goodhue County Toward Zero Deaths
e Houston County Public Health
e Olmsted County Sheriff's Office
e Rice County Public Health
e Wabasha County Public Health
e Winona County Toward Zero Deaths
e MnDOT Southeast Minnesota

Regional Occupant Protection Education Highlights

Occupant protection efforts focused on partnering with law enforcement on a regional level with
the various mobilizations, as well as engaging communities using the Seat Belt Convincer, the Seat
Belt Persuader, Seat Belt Challenges, and the Under the Bar booster seat display. We will continue
to prioritize safety in 2026 through educational campaigns, coordinating law enforcement
mobilizations, and strengthening our regional efforts in occupant protection.

e Regional Seat Belt Challenges

Students from across the region participated in a
Regional Seat Belt Challenge to kick off the Seat
Belt enforcement campaign. Students were timed
on how quickly they could move to each seating
position in a car and buckle up. Some of the
participating schools included: Kasson-Mantorville
High School, Triton High School, Hayfield High
School, Medford High School, Mabel-Canton High
School and Northfield.

MAIN ENTRANCE



https://www.kttc.com/2025/07/20/mn-toward-zero-deaths-reminds-drivers-stop-rural-intersections-during-peak-growing-season/
file:///C:/Users/Schl1Jes/Desktop/G
https://www.facebook.com/houstoncountypublichealth
https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=rice%20county%20public%20health
https://www.facebook.com/profile/100069301085793/search/?q=TZD
https://www.facebook.com/WinonaCountyTZD
https://www.facebook.com/groups/161820617795961

¢ Mall of America Seat Belt Championship
Law Enforcement Explorers from across Minnesota had an
opportunity to compete in the 2025 Seat Belt Challenge at
the annual Statewide Law Enforcement Explorer
Conference in Rochester in April. The eight fastest teams
from the qualifying rounds advanced to the playoffs, to
compete for the overall championship at the Toward Zero
Deaths (TZD) Traffic Safety Day at the Mall of America.

The fastest team was named Traffic Safety Day Champion,
earning recognition for their seat belt safety advocacy and
law enforcement skills.
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e Seat Belt Convincer Highlights

The Seat Belt Convincer is an impactful educational
tool used at high schools and community events
across the region to drive home the importance of
wearing a seat belt. The device allows a person to
safely experience the actual force of a 5-10 mph
crash, dramatically demonstrating why belts are
critical.

These educational events also focus on proper seat
belt fit and use. For families with young children,
the Under the Bar display is used alongside
materials clarifying the booster seat law. This system helps determine when a child is
ready to safely transition from a booster seat to a vehicle's seat belt.

The display provides a critical visual cue: If a
child can walk under the bar, the vehicle's
seat belt will not fit them properly, confirming
they are not tall enough for safe seat belt use.
This simple, hands-on demonstration is highly
effective in helping caregivers and children
understand the importance of remaining in a
booster seat until the child achieves the

necessary height for proper belt placement. RS2 MINNESOTA
oeatns | OWARD DEATHS

BUCKLE UP i
U | B s et
\ gt
DERTHS : ;
WE VALUE i " ¢
o) R

o axT E o —

Events included:

Night to Unite — Wabasha
Owatonna Fire Department Open House
Kasson Free Fair

Goodhue High School

Spring Grove

Blooming Prairie High School
Safe Summer Nights — Faribault
Bethlehem Academy — Faribault
Steele County

Safe City Nights — Rochester
Cannon Falls Chamber of
Commerce Open House
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Seat Belt Convincer Curriculum
Teaching Safety Through Physics

Seat Belt
Convincer Project

STEM High s:[chool Math/science

Seat

students teachers belt use

careers

The Seat Belt Convincer curriculum was developed as a creative way for MnDOT/TZD to
reach high school students across the region. The 20-minute curriculum uses Newton’s
Laws of Motion to explain the physics of a crash and relate speed to force.

Newton’s 1%t Law: An object in motion tends to stay in motion unless an external force acts upon it.
Newton’s 2" Law: When a force acts on an object, it will cause the object to accelerate.

Example: When belted:
e Acceleration will slow, causing the top denominator to increase.
e This will happen over a fraction of a second which increases the lower denominator.
e Qverall, this causes the entire equation to reduce. Therefore, the force is lower.

28



Introduce Calculate

force, 2 I L force, Safety Link to
force of

Newton’s crash expand the learning careers
Laws calculations

The program

Next, the students are given the opportunity to experience the force of a crash. After
experiencing the convincer, the force of a crash at a variety of speeds is calculated. A
personal safety message and a brief overview of a variety of relevant careers fields,
including first responders and engineering wraps up the presentation. The curriculum was
presented at four high schools in the region.

Force felt by individual at time of the crash
160.000

140.000
120.000

100.000

Tons

§0.000
60.000

40.000

o I/_/—/’/

mph 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 a5 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 90 108

—Belted ——Unbelted

The program
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Regional ATV/UTV Highlights

e Education and Public Engagement
Jordan’s ATV was displayed at
community events across the region
including two ATV Safety Trainings in
Fillmore County, two Safe City Nights in
Rochester, the Houston County Fair, the
Rice County Fair, Mower County Fair,
Passport to Agriculture in Rice County,
the Red Wing Fire Department Open
House, the Cannon Falls Fair, Austin
National Night Out, and Prairie Island
Indian Community Safety Day.

Do it for THEM..

Ride Safe.
Your Driving Matters.

¥ il il

ATV safety education at the Pine Island High School Safety Fair included a student survey on
helmet use and training requirements.

The Minnesota Safety Council and State
Farm sponsored a Do it For Them banner
for the trailer and safety messaging for
the ATV to help engage and educate
community members. See messages
below.

In the fall of 2023, Jordan and his friend
took off for a quick ATV ride that turned
into a frightening experience when they
crashed, leaving both injured but
fortunately alive. Jordan, who has used ATVs for various outdoor activities throughout his life, took
an unfamiliar corner of a gravel road too fast, which led the ATV into the ditch and collided with a
tree. Worked with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s office to develop an ATV safety video that
highlighted Jordan's Story. It has been viewed more than 8,000 times on social media. It is also
played on a loop at events that display the ATV.

| -
Ride Safe. X ZErO
Your Driving Matters. DEATHS
oo StateFarm
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https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/838131597795008

e Jordan’s ATV Messaging

BE SMART-Weara
properly fitted helmet
WITH eye protection

Ride Within Your
Ability and for r
Conditions

- ALL Riders SHOULD Wear a Helmet

- Riders under 18 are REQUIRED to
wear a DOT certified HELMET

Pre-Ride  NYERY
Checklist: DEATHS
@ Headlights

@ Brake Lights

neee axein | ) Parking Brake

Safety Gear RZERG
Checklist:  DEATHS

@ Helmet @ Long Pants

@ Eye @ Long
Protection  Sleeves

@ Gloves @ Boots

Check Tire Pressure

Make sure | iy
wheel nuts ;
are tight

BRETS Statefarm

- ATVs are tough to control on rough
terrain and can tip easily, especially
on pavement

- When in doubt, SLOW DOWN!

One Size DOES
NOT Fit All

IS THE RIDER ABLE TO:
- Sit upright and reach the foot pegs?

- Grip and steer the handlebars fully?

- Control the throttle and brake with
one hand?

When traversing a
hill, lean into the hill.

On sharp turns, SLOW DOWN!

What's a K turn and when would

you use it?
Do it for ME. )

KNOW THE LAWS

- Current registration is REQUIRED
- Stay to the right

- Never trespass or ride on
property without permission.

- Parents are responsible for
illegal acts by children under 18.

ANYONE born after July 1, 1987,
and who is 16 years or older, is
required to complete the online
ATV Safety Course.

3(E

SCAN FOR COURSE
INFORMATION

Check the
FUEL

Check the

OIL

Q &

NEVER Carry
Passengers on
single-rider ATV

How old must you be to carry a
passenger other than a parent

or guardian?
18 years +

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS:

 Fully charged cell phone or
SAT radio

@ Water to stay hydrated

@ Tow Rope TOWARD
@ First Aid Kit L ZERO
@ Tire Repair Kit

Two friends took this ATV for a quick ride

on an unfamiliar gravel road without safety
gear or training. The driver lost control at high
speed, skidded down a steep embankment,

and hit a tree.

Both suffered broken
bones and cuts —one
had to be airlifted.
They're lucky to be alive.

7

_Do it for ME.

B NETs A StateFarm
J

Slow Down.
Pay Attention.
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Impact Teen Driver

Impact Teen Driver is a program that
started in Minnesota in 2024. It
focuses on educating 10™ grade
students on the dangers of distracted
driving — but not just the common
topics such as cell phone use. The
program tackles the everyday
distractions such as BFFs and lipstick,
as well as the importance of being a
good passenger, (with 50% of the
younger driver fatalities being
passengers, it makes sense to discuss
the importance of passengers making good decisions while in a vehicle) the dangers of impaired
driving and speeding, and the importance of seat belt use. See below the statewide results of the
pre- and post- survey evaluation. It shows a positive shift in self-reported behaviors, knowledge
and skills related to safe driving. The hope is that this program will help drive traffic safety culture
change throughout the state.

The program was implemented at Mabel-Canton High School and Rushford High School this year.
Two State Patrol Troopers were trained fall 2025.

PERCEPTION OF BEHAVIOR CONTROL
BEFORE AND AFTER

B Mean Before ™ Mean After
5.00
4.50
4.00
3.50

Mean Responses

3.00

SEATBELTS SPEEDING SIMPLE CELL TEXTING NIGHT PASSENGERS ROWDY

Regional Impaired Driving Education Highlights

Impaired driving media coverage on pages 49-53.

“Know Your Limits” Voluntary Preliminary Breath Testing (PBT) Education

Olmsted County, Goodhue County, Steele County

This educational event offers participants clear insight into how alcohol affects their bodies. They
learn key concepts, including the rate at which their Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) changes, the
impact beverages with higher content can have, and the critical fact that their BAC can continue
to increase even gdfter they stop drinking. For law enforcement, the event offers valuable hands-
on training for newer officers and provides a unique opportunity for all officers to strengthen

community relationships.
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e Cannabis, Alcohol and Polydrug

Southeast TZD partnered with the Rochester Police Department to offer voluntary Preliminary
Breath Testing (PBT) education to community members at Thursdays Downtown in Rochester.
Goodhue County TZD partnered with the Goodhue County Sherlff's Office to offer

voluntary PBT education at a local campground and | =

liqguor establishment. The campground event also
included demonstrations and youth activities.
Steele County held monthly Know Your Limits PBT
education at Thursdays Downtown in Owatonna.
“Walk the Line” with goggles holding a beer was
popular with participants.

Impairment Education

Students and staff had the opportunity to learn how cannabis, alcohol and a combination
of both (polydrug use) affects the brain and the ability to drive safely. Students had hands-
on experience using many of the activities included in the cannabis education kit, the
alcohol education kit, and the polydrug education kit. Participating schools included
Kasson-Mantorville High School, Goodhue High School, Medford High School, Plainview-
Elgin-Millville High School, Blooming Prairie Forensic Science class, Faribault High School.
The pedal cart was also used with cannabis goggles at high schools and community events
including Wabasha’s National Night Out.




% TOWARD
W ZERO

DERATHS |

e Responsible Beverage Service Training

There are currently 38 Responsible Beverage Service Training (RBST) trainers in the region. At least
one training was held in almost every county across the region this year. The Rice County Chemical

& Mental Health Coalition even offers the training on demand!
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https://www.ricecountycmhc.org/training/
https://www.ricecountycmhc.org/training/

e JOYRIDE - Rice County

The Rice County TZD Safe Roads
Coalition partnered with Defeat of Jesse
James Days Committee, Northfield
Police and College City Beverage to
organize JOYRIDE for the Defeat of Jesse
James Days. The FREE safe ride home
shuttle service was available on
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 10
p.m. to 2 a.m. within the city of
Northfield. Tickets were available at the
Defeat of Jesse James Entertainment
Center and all liquor establishments.

Carson Babdini » Concerned Citizens of Northfield Minnesota
epemter & O

A3 Our favorite time of yeur
for those who w

'— e ———
WANTED
EVERYONE TO GET HOME SAFELY

B JOYRIDE—
GETS YOU THERE FOR FREE

Thunday-Saturday during Defeat of Jowe James Days « 10 pm.-2 am. « Northiickd enly
Pichup: DUJD Entertasmmmont Coracr ot Fifth & Water strocts
Tickers DD Ensertasnment (onter and arca bany

3 Pere wanted 10 reming everyone 30NN Of IS fantastic option

De CONSUMAg IUT DEverages this weekend

Spomared by Rice County Safle Rouds Coalition, Dfeat of Sowse James Days Communios.
L. Coliege City Bevgtage boc. and Noedlichd Pobice Departiment "

a Northfield Police Department, MN City of Northfield, Minnesota
eptember 4 - @

8 Oefeat of
f yOu re Out Celebrating this weekend, make sure you get home safe. The JoyRde dus w

be running Thurscay-Saturcay, 10 pm. 10 2 am. — completely FREE in Northfiels

Jesse James Days s rere! 8

kup: DD Entertainment Center (Fifth & Water Streets
Ticets: Avaladie at the Entertanmen Cr— of 300 PAICIDAting DS
Let's keeD the CeleDtON 1un 30T safe — Dlan O¢ Contrsk L
s free ride program 5 sponsored by the Rice County Safe Roads Coaition, Defeat of
Jesse James Days Committee, Coliege City Beverage Inc, and the Northfield Poice
Departmert

Regional Impaired Driving Crash Car
Coordinated the Impaired driving crash car calendar.
The car was used at numerous festivals and high
schools across the region to remind the community

of the dangers of drivingimpaired.

e KYMN Radio
September 5 - Q

Plan ahead this weekend, the Joyride program offers a safe and free way home.

HORSING AROUND? PLAN A SOBER RIDE.

lOYRID FREE RIDE

HOME

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT | 10 PM - 2 AM | NORTHFIELD ONLY

PICK UP AT THE ENTERTAINMENT CENTER | 5TH & WATER STREET

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE ENTERTAINMENT CENTER & ALL BARS
\\\\'II// \\\||I///

SPONSORED
Budweiser mowraror R3St Wes coouTTEE e ek ooy swrepoaos oumo. Budweiser
ot . 0w e smn LD POLKE, COULEGE CITY BEVERAGE i

KYMNRADIONET
Joyride offers Free Rides during DJJD; Officials Remind Everyone To Have A
Plan To Get Home Safely

HORSING AROUND? PLAN A SOBER RIDE.

lOYRlD HOME

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT | 10 PM - 2 AM | NORTHFIELD ONLY

PICK UP AT THE ENTERTAINMENT CENTER | 5TH & WATER STREET

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE ENTERTAINMENT CENTER & ALL BARS -
iy iy
Budweiser momwores usrmummmuwﬂ Budweiser

P e - —

Kaitlyn Hanson was a 16-year-old Fillmore Central student who was killed January 28, 2016, when
an impaired driver crossed the center line and hit her vehicle head-on. Investigators determined
that the driver had a blood alcohol concentration between .08 and .151 percent and was driving
between 85-t0-95 miles per hour when the crash happened. Her parents donated her vehicle in
hopes of educating the public of the dangers of driving impaired. It was displayed at the Safe
Summer Kickoff in Faribault, Dodge County Fair, Kasson-Mantorville High School Homecoming
parade, Faribault High School, Zumbrota-Mazeppa High School, and the Pine Island High School.
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Regional Speed Education
Speed-related media coverage on pages 52-54.

e Annual Speed Poster

Once a year, regional traffic safety
stakeholders come together to create a
regional photo to use to promote traffic safety
in their communities. Over the years, the
group has expanded beyond traditional
partners to include other key players, such as
ambulance crews and snowplow operators to
visually demonstrate the unified Toward Zero
Deaths (TZD) approach. The primary value of
this long-standing tradition is its ability to build
stronger relationships and partnerships among
all the participating agencies. In previous years, the event has been held in Lanesboro,
Northfield, Owatonna, Red Wing, Rochester, Winona, Kasson, Lake City, Albert Lea, Austin,
Rochester, Owatonna, Winona, Zumbrota, Mantorville, Preston and most recently in
Faribault. More than 300 Speed posters were developed and distributed across the region.
The Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office developed a video for social media focused on the
Annual Southeast Minnesota TZD Seat Belt Kickoff that has had nearly 6,000 views.

Buckle up - Phone down - Drive sober - Slow down

Southeas ; , o Deaths
Seat Belt Enforcement Campaign Kickoff

Rice County Public Safety Center = Faribault, Minnesota = May 2025

I ‘T&WAHD
rzsno
DERTHS “choage

Rice County Law Enforcement Center, Faribault, MN
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https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/videos/470399445430050

e Border-to-Border Speed Saturation
The 9" Annual Border-to-Border multiagency Speed saturation was coordinated along
Highway 14, 19 and 60 through five southeast counties on July 3, 2025. Southeast TZD
partnered with the Southern Minnesota Law Enforcement Liaison and local law enforcement
to incorporate regional educational outreach. A media advisory with information regarding the
saturation was distributed prior to the event as well as a news release following the event.
Electronic messaging boards were deployed displaying the enforcement message.

Kyle Bradt, Olmsted County Sheriff's Office Media Development Specialist, posted a #Headsup
announcement on social media and reported over 420,000 views, 2,000+ total interactions,
536 shares and 424 comments

Results of the Multiagency Speed Enforcement Saturation

Traffic Stops — 882 (645 in 2023 / 677 in 2024)
Speed Citations — 240 (163 in 2023 / 252 in 2024)
Speed Warnings —451 (379 in 2023 / 394 in 2024)
Speeds at 100 plus =5 (1in 2023 / 3 in 2024)

Stats by Region:

Region Stops Speed Citations Speed Warnings
SE Minnesota 274 / 440 131/ 119 152/ 261
SC Minnesota 212/ 165 67 /49 106 / 87
SW Minnesota 141/ 246 33/72 107 / 103

Participating SE Law Enforcement Agencies:

MSP D2100 Rochester, Northfield Police Department, Red Wing Police Department, Rice County
Sheriff’s Office, Lonsdale Police Department, Zumbrota Police Department, Dodge County Sheriff’s
Office, Owatonna Police Department, Faribault Police Department, Olmsted County Sheriff’s
Office, Steele County Sheriff’s Office, Kasson Police Department, Rochester Police Department,
Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office, Kenyon Police Department and Preston Police Department.
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https://www.facebook.com/OlmstedSheriff/posts/1172089621624047

B2B Electronic Message Boards

XTRA SPEED
PATROLS

Regional Motorcycle Safety Education

Motorcycle Safety — Lisa’s Survivor Story — Do it For Them.
Worked with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s
Office to create a social media video focused on

the importance of wearing safety gear. Lisa's WEAR Y"“R HEI_MET

Survivor Story tells the story of a typical ride .
X i A DO IT FOR THEM. LISA'S SURVIVOR STORY.
that turned into a fight for her life. Her husband

watched helplessly as she crashed on the
interstate. The outcome would have been
much different had she not been wearing her
safety gear.
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https://www.facebook.com/reel/1513268733429096
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1513268733429096

Motorcycle Safety — Spring and Fall Flood Run

The Flood Run is a highly anticipated, three-day motorcycle event held twice annually
(spring and fall) in Minnesota. Thousands of riders participate in the scenic journey that
typically follows the Great River Road along the Mississippi River. Beyond the camaraderie
and beautiful scenery, the event is a great time to remind all motorists to watch for
motorcycles and share the road due to the increase in traffic in the area. MnDOT District 6
deployed changeable message boards at the start of the “Flood Run” motorcycle route as
a reminder for all drivers to stay alert, share the road and use caution. The messages were
deployed in April and September in Zumbro Falls.

Motorcycle Safety - Social Media Highlights

@ Tammy Adams Fiedler * Olmsted County Sheriff's Office

September 20 at 4:17PM- & April 22-@

Fall Flood Run is this weekend. Stay Alert #TZDTuesday: The 60th annual Spring Flood Run on Saturday, April 25 will mark the unofficial
S Tt kickoff to motorcycle season. Thousands of motorcyclists will participate i... See more

--I‘HrL‘ J

@ Wabasha County Public Health . Follow
wate  September 20 at :00PM- @

Motorists should use extra caution this weekend along the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers as
thousands of motorcyclists take to the road for the Fall Floed Run... See more
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Region Goal 2 — TZD Partnership Goals
To continuously increase TZD awareness and
partnerships across southeast Minnesota for both
the public and traffic safety professionals.

Building Relationships within the Region
Relationships continue to be reinforced and formed
through participation in quarterly Steering
Committee meetings, regional activities and the

annual Southeast Minnesota TZD annual workshop.

Building Relationships — TZD Website
Efforts were made to ensure that all Southeast

Minnesota TZD workshop materials, presentations,
crash maps and media stories were updated on the
TZD website.

Building Relationships — Southeast

Minnesota TZD end-of-year report

In addition to creating the end-of-year report for grant purposes, the regional report is also
distributed to all the district’s state and federal legislators in the MnDOT District 6 Legislative
Report. The District Engineer meets annually with all legislators and the TZD report is included
in this discussion and booklet. The end-of-year report is also posted online and distributed to
the Southeast Minnesota Steering Committee.

Building internal and external relationships:

Mentored the new regional TZD Safe Roads Coordinators by leading monthly in-person
meetings to align work plans and develop regional projects. Created customizable materials
for high school prom and graduation safety campaigns that coordinators can use in their
communities.

Participated in TZD enforcement award presentations as able.

Participated in the Tribal Traffic Safety Summit.
Participated in the quarterly TZD Hotdish.

Participated in Safe Roads Peer exchange.

Quarterly Steering Committee meetings.

Participated in regional quarterly Fatal and Serious Crash
Injury Review committees.

Facilitated Mower County TZD Safe Roads and Fatal and
Serious Crash Injury review meetings.

Participation in quarterly regional TZD Safe Roads coalition
meetings. -
Participated in Southern Minnesota Regional Trauma Advisory (SMRTAC) meetings when
possible.

Continued to participate in the statewide Motorcycle Task Force.

Continued to participate in the MN Child Passenger Safety Advisory Task Force as able. 4




Region Goal 2 — TZD Partnership Goals
Engineering

Low cost, high benefit engineering safety improvements
continue on both state and local roadways. The district
and each county are implementing safety plans to further
reduce crashes. Although many factors affect traffic-
related fatalities including the economy, driver behavior
and weather the fact remains that many traffic safety
professionals continue to look at proactive and systematic
ways to reduce fatalities and serious injuries due to
crashes.

County engineers continue to implement safety projects that were identified in the county
highway safety plans. District 6 county engineers are collaborating and applying for Highway
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grants together to make roadway improvements
proactively and systematically. The direction was to identify low cost, high benefit safety
initiatives, e.g. rumble strips/rumble stripes, curve delineation, improved edge lines,
intersection lighting and intersection signing improvements on the county system.

Picture above is the newest roundabout in the district. It is located at TH 58/CSAH 9.
Building Internal and External Relationships — Engineering

e Participation by the Goodhue County Safe Roads Coordinator in the annual Prairie Island
Safety Day at the Prairie Island Indian Community.

e Particpated in and presented at the Local Roads Traffic Safety Workshops in Rochester on
September 5 and in Faribault on August 7. The workshops were focused on facilitating
conversations that focus on reducing fatal and serious injury crashes on the roadway systems.
The workshops included participants from state, city and county agencies.

e Participated in the Olmsted County (ROCOG) Safe Streets for All (SS4A) action plan
development process.

e Partnered with the MnDOT Public Engagement
team to highlight construction projects and the
importance of safety at the Mower County Fair.

e Participated in the Rice County Traffic Incident
Management (TIM) Coalition. This state-led
coalition brings together 4E agencies from
across Rice and Steele County. The purpose of
this meeting is to review planned construction
on |-35, detours, and incident management.
There is talk about expanding this effort to other areas of the region. Rice County was the first
region in the state to form an active TIM coalition.

e Participated in the MnDOT Bike+ Planning Committee.

e Participated in the High Priority Pedestrian Safety Improvement Planning work group. 41




Worked with county engineers to determine locations for driver feedback signs.
Worked with county engineers to establish new locations for the new TZD replacement
signs.

Served as a resource to all city, county and state engineers as requested.
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Oct. 30, 2024 Contact: Kristine Hernamdez
Stgte TZ0 Communications

Kristine. Hermandez @ state.mn.us

Kathy Cooper receives top safety award at the 24th

annual Toward Zero Deaths conference
The statewide awards are presented to those who work to save lives on
Minnesota roadways

St Cloud, Minn. — Six people and one radio station were honored recently for their outstanding
work to reduce the number of life-changing crashes on Minnesota roads. Each of the seven
received a 2024 Toward Zero Deaths Award during a ceremony attended by more than 800 of
the state's leading traffic safety professionals meeting in 3t. Clowd for Minnesota’s 24th annual
State TZD conference.

The prestigious traffic safety awards are presented annually by the Minnesota departments of
health, public safety and transportation. The awards recognize outstanding work and
accomplishments to improve traffic safety and reduce the number of people who are killed or
seriously injured while traveling Minnescta roads.

TZI¥'s top honor goes to Kathy Cooper, Rice County TZD Coalition

Kathy Cooper of Kenwon, and formerly of Aitkin, received TZ0r's top honor — the Kathy Swanson
QOutstanding Service Award. Cooper's 25 years of tireless work to save lives on Minnesota roads
began after the tragic death of her 15-year-old daughter, Meghan, who was an unbeltad

passenger killed in an impaired-driver crash on lune 9, 19958 Cooper's advocacy played a pivotal
role in passing Minnesota's primary seat belt law which took effect on June 9, 2009, in honor of

MMeghan.

“| was 5o impressed when [Kathy] took responsibility for fighting for the primary seatbelt law
that would include mandating seatbelts for those in the back seat. Her daughter would probably
hawe lived if she was wearing a belt,” said Mancy lohnson, Minnesotans for 5afe Driving. "“But it
wasn't the law and Meghan was a teenager at the time. Kathy would walk around the Capital
wearing a seatbelt and probably visited every legislator. | really believe that if it wasn't for her,
the primary seatbelt law would not have passed at that time. She was invited to be at the signing
of the Bill,* lohnson said.

Cooper also helped establish Rice County's TZD Safe Roads Coalition and Rice County’'s JOYRIDE
sober cab program. Zhe assists with coordinating mock crashes and safety fairs at high schools
and has partnered with law enforcement on multiple traffic safety education efforts, incuding

m m
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the Rice County Fair. Her years of exceptional leadership and accomplishments have improved
traffic safety in southeast Minnesota and throughout the state.

“Kathy is often called upon to provide insight and guidance to other coalition coordinators across
the state, due to her extensive knowledge and expertise in setting up new traffic safety

programs and outreach events,” said Jessica Schleck, southeast Minnesota TZD regional
coordinator.

About TZD awards

The Kathy Swanson Outstanding Service Award recognizes an individual who has shown
exceptional leadership in efforts to improve traffic safety in Minnesota, build partnerships, and
mentar athers im the field. This individual will also have demonstrated a long-term passion,
dedication, and commitment to reducing the number of deaths and injuries resulting from
crashes on Minnescta roads.

TZD awards are presented annually to individuals and organizations in Minnesota that show
excellsnce in TZD s emphasis areas of enforcement, emergency medical and trauma services,
education, engineering, child passenger safety and judicial/court systems. Award recipients have
shown their leadership and creative capacities in efforts to improve traffic safety throughout the
state and build partnerships.

Toward Zero Deaths is Minnesota's core traffic safety program. The Minnesota TZD program is
an interdisciplinary partnership led by the state departments of health, transportation and public
safety. This collaboration began in 2003 and has worked 1o reduce roadway fatalities by 33
percent.

A& primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which
miotorists support & goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe driving behavior.
TZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to reduce crashes: education,
enforcement, engineering and emergency medical and traumna response. Learn more about TZD
and how to get involved at www. minnesotatzd.org.

5=

For more infarmotion, please contost Kristine Herngndez ot kristineg. hernandez (& stofe. mn.us.
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Southeast Minnesota Towand Zero Deaths

Media Advisory

Contact: Kristine Hernandsz

May 5, 2025 TZD Marketing B Communications
507_273.0677; kristine.hernandez @state. mn.us
For Immediate Release

Southeast Minnesota’s Toward Zero Deaths workshop convenes in Rochester
Toward Zera Deaths focuses on zero fotolities and reducing serious injuries an our rooos

What: Ewen one traffic death is too many. Southeast Minnesota Toward Zerc Deaths (TZD) workshop partners
discuwss ways they can work togsther to reduce traffic deaths and serious injurizs on Minnesots rosds.

When: Wednesday, May 7, 2025, 8:20 3.m—32 p.m.

Where: Rochester Event Center, 7333 Airport View Drive W, Rochester, Minn.

Why:  Since TZD started in 2003, traffic-related deaths have decined by 27 percent through 2024.
\Warking together on traffic zafety efforts is crucial to drive road fatalities to zero. Changing our
traffic safety culture and dangerous driving behaviors is key to keeping everyone szfe on our roads.

Who: Mearly 180 regionzl traffic safety stakehaolders will attend the Southeast Minnesota regional TZD
workshop, representing law enforcement, engineering, education, emergency medical and trauma
services 25 well as lacal leaders. Hosted by Minnesoto Departments of Public Safety, Health and
Tronsportotion.

Highlizhts

11:15 a.m. Exploring the Impacts of Mental Health on our Roadways — Mationzally, 25 percent of repeat DWI
offenders have a mental health dizorder and more could be done to address this issue. Hear from the
panelists about what is happening and what cam be done.

1:4% p.m. Innowative Strategies that can be sed to Address Traffic Safety lssues in Your Community:

+  What's the Buzz Around DOSCI Older Driver Sceening? — DOr. Jognie Somes will discuss what
these screenings assess, the role of cocupational therapists and driving rehabilitation specialists,
amd smart solutions to ensure road safety for all.

+  Fungus Amongus — As cannabiz legalization expands in Minnesota, mind and mood-altering
products are following. This session will take you on a magical trip to explore the impact of
micradosing fungi on trafiic safety and potentizl strategies o address the fungus amongus.

Full agenda at: https:/ f'www.minnesotatzd.org/events fworkshop/southeast /2025

m

DEFARTMENT OF
TRAHIFORTATION

m

DEPARTMEMT
OF HEALTH

45



Statewide TZD Conference Coverage
Aitkin Independent
12.11.2024

Rice County TZD Coordinator Receives the Kathy Swanson Award
By: Kat Robb

AITEIN INDEREMDENT AGE
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1987 "We moved to Ken-
yon after the birth of our
second daughter,” shesaid.

MEGHAN

The following was
taken from the Minne-
sota Department of Pub-
lic Safety.

When Kathy Cooper real-
ized her 15-year-old daugh-
ter, Meghan, wasn't wear-
ing her seat belt, she pulled
offof Hwy. 56 and insisted
Meghan put it on. It was
the spring of 1999 and they
were headed to Rochester to
shop for prom. Meghan com-
plied, but she wasw't pleased.
“Mom, you're so dumb. Itz
roteven the law!™

Sadly, Meghan was right,
Weeks later; on June 9, 1999,
shie was killed when she
wasefected from the back
seatof a carin a crash. She
wast't wearing her seat belt.
SAFETY CRUSADE

Cooperexplained that
after Meghan's death, her
Kenyon-Wanamingo class-
mates went to the school
board and asked tostart
aSADD Chapter. "They
made and sold "Buckleup
4 Meghar buttons to fund
their activities” said Coo-
per. " They were my life-
line and we supported each
other. They really started
the Buckle Up 4 Meghan'
campaign.” Cooper
immersed herself, learning
asmuch asshe could about
seat helts. “Twas shocked to
learn that Minnesota's law
only required you to wear
ascatbeltin the hack seat
till age 11. Meghan wassit-
tingin the back seat of the
car in the crash and ejected
out the rear window. It soon
became a mission forall of
us that we would changethe
law so everyone in the vehi-
cle was required to wear
asecathelt” Cooperwent
back to Meghan's class-
mates, " They did incred:-
ble things asthey entered
10th grade and struggled to
deal with Meghan's death.
They even went tothe cap-
itol for Buckle Up Daywith
the governor and two years
later hosted the governor at
the school in Kenyon fora
buckle up assembly. Iam so
proud of all they did™

Soon Cooper was con-
tacting legislators and
spending time at the cap-
itol testifying in commit-
tee hearings to update Min-
nesotas seat belt law. “Every
year [ picked up wherelleft
off and continued to-visit
legislators and find new
supporters,” she said. "The

Minnesota Safety Council
adopted me and 1 worked
with them to educate nat
only the public but the leg-
islators on the life-sav-
ingaspect of an upgrade to
Minnesota's law.”

In 2007 Coaper was hired
by Northfields Healthy
Community Initiative to
be the coordinator for the
Rice County Safe Roads
Coalition which was grant
funded by the state of Min-
nesota. The TZD or Toward
Zera Deaths program is
astatewide program that
started in 2003 in Minne-
sota, the first state to adopt
the program.

TZD

Toward Zero Deaths is
Minnesota’s core traffic
safety program. The Min-
nesota TZD program is an
interdisciplinary partner-
ship led by the state depart -
ments of health, transporta-
tion and public safety. This
collaboration began in 2003
and has worked to reduce
roadway fatalities by 33%.

A primary vision of the
TZD program istocreatea
safe driving culture in Min-
nesota in which motor-
ists supparta goal of zero
road fatalities by practicing
and promoting safe driving
behavior. TZD focuses on
the application of four stra-
tegicareas, known as the
four “Es” to reduce crashes:
education, enforcement,
engineering and emer-
gency medical and trauma
FCEpONEC.

“There are approximately
30 coalitions throughout
the state working toedu-
cate the public about the
impartance of traffic safety”
said Cooper. "They work
in the schoolsand with the
public tostress the impor-
tance of wearing your scat
belt, notusing your cell-
phone when driving, never
drive impaired by alcobol or
drugs and ohey speed lim-
its”

Sixpeople and one
radio station were hon-
ored recently for theirout-
standing work toreduce
the number of life-chang-
ing crashes on Minnesota
roads.

The traffic safety awards
are presented annually by
the Minnesota departments
ofhealth, public safety
and transportation. The
awards recognize outstand-
ing work and accomplish-
ments to improve traffic
safety and reduce the num-
berof people who are killed
orseriously injured while

DRG

Kathy Cooper recently received TZDVs top honor — the Kathy
Swanson Outstanding Service Award. Cooper has spant
25 years of tireless work to save lives on Minnesota roads.

traveling Minnesota roads.

Cooper received the
Kathy Swanson Outstand-
ing Service Award for her
25 years of tireless work
to savelives on Minne-
sota roads. Cooper'’s advo-
cacy played a pivotal role
in passing Minnesotas pri-
mary seat belt law which
took effect on June 9, 2009
(the 10th anniversary of
Meghan’s death ), in honor
of Meghan. The award rec-
ognizes an individual who
has shown exceptional lead-
ership in effortsto improve
traffic safety in Minne-
sota, build partnerships and
mentor others in the ficld.
This individual will also
have demonstrated along-
term passion, dedication
and commitment to reduc-
ing the number of deaths
and injuries.

“I'was soimpressed when
Coopertook respansibil-
ity for fighting for the pri-
mary seat belt law that
would include mandat-
ing seat belts for those in
the back seat. Her daughter
would probably have lived
if she was weanng a belt)”
said Nancy Johnson, Min-
nesotans for Safe Driving, *1
really belicve that if it wasnlt
for her, the primary seat belt
lawwould nat have passed
&t that time. She was invited
tobe at the signing of the
bill;" Johnson said.

Cooper also helped estab-
lish Rice County’s TZD) Safe
Roads Coalition and Rice
County’s JOYRIDE sober
cah program. She assists
with coordinating mock
crashes and safety fairs at
high schools and has part-
nered with law enforcement
on multiple traffic safety
education efforts, including
the Rice County Fair.

“Kathy is often called
upon to provide insight and
guidance toather coali-
tion coordinators across the
state, due to her extensive

knowledge and expertise in
setting up new traffic safety
programs and outreach
events;” said Jessica Schleck,
southeast Minnesota TZD
regional coordinator,

Learn moreat https(/
dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/
partner-information/traf-
fic-safety-grants/tad-safe-
roads-program. Learn more
about TZD and how to get
involved at wwwminneso-
tatzd.org,

AITKIN COUNTY TZD

Aitkin County Toward
Zero Death Program isa
collaboration of EMS, law
enforcement, engineers,
prosecution, government
officials, public health and
other volunteers, such as
toning.

Upcoming
Event

On Friday, Dac. 13 from
1-4 p.m., the Aitkin
County Coalition and
the Enforcement TZD
will be doing a Safe and
Sober radio show on the
Iocal radio at the 40 Club
Restaurant and Bar in
Aitkin.

The Aitkin County TZD
Coalition consists of: Ait-
kin Police, Aitkin County
Commissioner, Aitkin
County Public Health, Ait-
kin County Engineer, Hill
City Police Department,
Aitkin County Attorney’s
Office, ASAP Towing, Min-
nesota State Patrol, Ait-
kin County Shenff's Office,
Office of Traffic Safety —
TZD Coordinator, Office of
‘Traffic Safety Law Enforce-
ment Liaison, Aitkin Inde-
pendent Age, North Memo-
rial, Life Link, MN ATV
and anyone else whohasa
passion for traffic safety.

"“We meet once a month,

to collaborate and discuss
education opportunities
for the public and the pre-
vention of serious injury
crashes and fatalities on
our roadways in Aitkin
County” said group Coor-
dinator Amy Dotzler.

Someofthe recent events
heldby the local coalition

include: education enforce-
ment speedzonesin Aitkin,
representation atthe Aitkin
High School Health Fair,
Aitlan County Fair and the
Hill City 4th of Tuly celebra-
tion with the “seat belt con-
vincer, the Aitkin Fire Hall
open houseand the Aitkin
High School Career Fair
with the impaired and dis-
tracted driving simulator.
“Both of these tools are pur-
chased and maintained by
the Minnesota Department
of Transportation, but lent
to local coalitions for educa-
tional purposes;” explained
Datzler

A mock crash at the
MecGregor High School was
hieldlast spring. The theme
was impaired driving with
a fellow student being the
driver and another being
fatally injured. Afterthe
mock crash, the Minnesota
State Patrol gave a presen-
tation to the ninth through
12th grade students called
the “Lasting Impact,” a fam-
ilysstory of losing their
senior inhighschoaltoa
preventable crash.

Daotzler said that this
year the coalition hasbeen

funded by the state for
addizonal outreach includ-
ing, “Speaking at the vari-
ous levels of government,
county board, city boards
and conducting Responsi-
ble Beverage Server Train-
ing,” said Diotzler. “We also
plan to coordinate amock
crash in Hill City for the
spring of 2025 and plan to
be back in Aitkin for the
mock crashin spring of
2026. We will continue the
rotation to et the sducation
andimpact to cach of the
highschools in our county.
We also have the radio pub-
lic service announcements
wehave added to our local
radio stations with safe
driving reminders”

Aside from the coali-
tion, the Artkin and Hill
City police departments
and Aitkin County Sher-
iff's Office are grant recip-
ients of the enforcement
side of the TZD effort. “This
allows extra patral on our
roadways for specific focus,
such asimpaired driving,
distracted driving, seat helt/
child safety seat and speed.

enforcement;” explained
Diotzler. “The saturation
schedule is based on the
Minnesota Department of
Public Safety, Office of Traf-
fic Safcty’s events calendar.
‘We have been fortunate to
receive this enforcement
grant for the last four years.
This tid-bitalso explans
why you often see a differ-
ent agency patrolling in dif-
ferent areas throughout the
county”

Dotzler explained what a
typical TZD meeting looks
like, "After the normal coa-
lition meeting we have a
fatal review board that will
review recent fatal or seri-
ous injury crashes. This
allows open discussion
between key stakeholders to
identify arcas of improve-
ment for future similarinc-
dents. Some cxamples of
what comes from the fatal
reviews are suggestions for
— newor additional sig-

nage on roadways, rumble
strips for upcoming stop,
roadway improvement,
responder response, ete”

On Dec. 3, the local
group hosted the north-
east regional roundtable
meeting, bringing all of the
northeast region: Kooch-
iching, St. Lows, Lake,
Caook, Itasca, Carlton, Pine
and Aitkin to collaborate
together and discuss each
coalition’s efforts.

On Friday, Dec. 13 from
1-4 pm., the Aitkin County
Coaalition and the Enforce-
ment TZD willbe doing a
Safeand Sober radio show
onthelocal radioat the 40
Club Restaurant and Bar in
Aitkin. " This is an oppor-
tunity to educate the pub-
licon the effects of alco-
hol and on the tests the law
enforcement officers per-
form in the event of a sus-
pected impaired driving sit-
uation,” said Dotzler. “The
officers will be available for
questions and comments
throughout the event.

This education is aligned
with theimpaired driving
campaign that runs every
Thursday through Saturday
for the month of Decem-
ber”

Anyonewith an interest
in traffic safety and would
like to join the committee or
see what it 1s about, contact
Diotzler at the Aitkin Police
Diepartment at 218-827-
2133 or email adotzler@ait-
kinpaolice.com. Those inter-
ested can also follow the
Aitkin County TZD Face-
book page.
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Motorcycle Media Coverage

KIMT-TV
10.21.24

There's been an uptick in motorcycle crashes recently with the warmer

weather | News | kimt.com
By: Maureen Dudley

ROCHESTER, Minn.-With the warmer weather, more riders have been out on Minnesota roadways.
Despite the safety precautions in place, there has been an uptick in motorcycle crashes as well.
In the past year there have been 71 motorcycle involved crashes. That’s about 10% more than this time
last year (64 crashes in 2023 by October 21st).
Minnesota State Patrol Sergeant Troy Christianson said, "A lot of them are just one single vehicle crashes
where the motorcycles are going off the road but some of them are hard to determine why they happen
so that's what takes a while for the investigation is trying to determine if a deer or something did come
out and that's why they swerved.”
Most crashes happen because of inexperienced riders or hazards. New riders aren’t the only ones at risk,
older and more experienced drivers can get into an accident as well.
Eagle Wings Motorcycle Association founder Bruce Beeman said, "It's really important that you ride to
your ability and ride to what you know is safe for you and not to try to ride somebody else's ride because
you're going to get hurt.”
Beeman has been riding for years and acknowledged how he used to ride without a helmet because it
was cool. Once he started riding with a group that wore helmets all the time however, he tried it and
never went back.
"The reason | put a helmet on was to see what they were saying about me. They weren't saying anything
but | got used to wearing a helmet. I've been down once on a motorcycle and I'm glad | had a helmet on
because my head bounced off the pavement and | didn't get hurt,” Beeman said.
Beyond wearing a helmet, riders also need to wear other protective gear to stay safe while riding.
Sergeant Christianson said, "Unlike vehicles, you know motorcycles you don't have anything around you
to protect you, you don't have the airbags and just the room and space so that's why it's important to
wear all the safety gear at all times and just make sure you're driving the speed limit and just be a very
defensive rider.”
With motorcyclists needing to be defensive while they drive, there’s more than one way for drivers to
help keep them safe.
Beeman said, “One of the best habits that people can get into is having your kids count the number of
motorcycles that they see and the reason | say that is because when that child becomes an adult and now,
they’re behind the wheel of a car they’re automatically looking for that motorcycle.”
With more motorcyclists on the road for half the year in Minnesota, getting in groups and riding together
is part of the fun but it also needs to stay safe.
“The thing to keep in mind is that each rider needs to ride their own ride don't try to ride somebody else's
ride. What | mean by that is my ability to ride a motorcycle may be more superior than what your ability
to ride a motorcycle is so when you try to keep up with me, you're putting your life in danger
and anybody behind you’ s life in danger.
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KTTC-TV
10.23.24

Motorcycle crashes on the rise with warmer temperatures
By: Aaliyah Demry

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC)—As warmer weather inches away, motorcycle riders are squeezing in their last
rides, and with that, there has been a rise in motorcycle crashes in Southeast Minnesota.

The Minnesota State Patrol reported 71 motorcycle accidents this year, compared to 62 last year in
Southeast Minnesota.

According to the state patrol, 80% of motorcycle crashes in Minnesota are single-vehicle incidents.
The week of October 14th troopers investigated six motorcycle accidents; one was fatal.

The state patrol reminds riders to be aware of the speed limit, always wear safety gear, and be mindful of
animals crossing the road.

“This time of the year, with farmers busy in the fields, animals are get pushed during different times of
day and so you’ll see deer more active on the roadways, and that’s when we’ll see these increases in
these types of crash,” said Sargent Troy Christianson with the Minnesota State Patrol.

As the temperatures start to drop, the state patrol also advises riders not to drive in the upcoming winter
months because of the chemicals, sand, and salt on the roads that can be dangerous for the bikes and
riders.

KTTC-TV
3.27.25

MN State Patrol share Spring motorcycle safety tips
By Aaliyah Demry

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — As the weather continues warming up, a reminder that more motorcyclists
will be on our roads. Officials want to make sure they are safe while riding.

We are only three months into the year, and there have already been four statewide motorcycle fatalities
reported compared to just one last year in March.

Alcohol or drug consumption can often be a key factor in motorcycle-involved accidents.

According to the Minnesota State Patrol, about one-third of all motorcyclists killed in crashes have alcohol
in their systems.
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Sgt. Troy Christianson expressed that some riders are making the mistake of getting out on the roads too
early in the season.

With some of the uncertain weather conditions we’ve been experiencing, Christianson said that
motorcyclists should drive at appropriate speeds according to the weather.

“When we have nice weather, we’re going to see motorcycles out and about. So, it’s important when we
start to have consistently nice weather or nice days that other motorists are watching for motorcycles,”
he said.

Christianson suggests that riders wait for roadways to be completely cleared of debris, sand, and snow.

He also urges motorcyclists to be on constant alert for road hazards.

“Just make sure you are looking at intersections and double looking...Half of our crashes involve other
vehicles with motorcycles.” Christianson explained.

Riders should drive according to their experience level. If you are not comfortable going fast, it’s okay to
slow down or avoid highways.

Be sure to wear important safety gear, such as a DOT-approved helmet, a good jacket, gloves, pants, and
boots.

Click here to learn more motorcycle safety tips.

Seat Belt Media Coverage:

KTTC-TV
05.20.25

Law enforcement enforcing extra patrol to ensure drivers and passengers are

wearing seatbelts
By Aaliyah Demry

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — It’s pretty simple: click it or receive a ticket. We all know buckling up on the
roads can save your life.

From May 19 through June 1, a Minnesota campaign is pushing extra enforcement on the roads to ensure
everyone is wearing their seatbelts.

With this campaign, the state is hoping to protect drivers but also hold people accountable for not
following the law.

Minnesota State Patrol Sergeant Troy Christianson said we are headed into the 100 deadliest days of the

year, with folks traveling more for Memorial Day through Labor Day. 49


https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/ots/safe-driving-information-and-laws/traffic-safety-laws/motorcycle-rider-laws
https://www.kttc.com/2025/05/20/law-enforcement-enforcing-extra-patrol-ensure-drivers-passengers-are-wearing-seatbelts/
https://www.kttc.com/2025/05/20/law-enforcement-enforcing-extra-patrol-ensure-drivers-passengers-are-wearing-seatbelts/
https://www.kttc.com/authors/aaliyah.demry/

According to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, most Minnesotans are wearing seatbelts. The
percentage of people wearing one in 2024 was near an all-time high at 94.7%. That’s the highest since
2013.

On the other hand, people not wearing seatbelts make up a large number of traffic fatalities. In 2024,
there were 476 traffic deaths, and 106 of those were not wearing seatbelts.

If you are a driver, remember it’s your responsibility to make sure everyone is wearing a seatbelt in your
vehicle. Tight across the hips or thighs, and never under the arm or behind the back, including children.

Between 2019 and 2024, 68% of children ages zero to nine were known to *not be properly secured. 87%
of children who *were properly secured were not hurt in crashes, and about 12% sustained minor
injuries.

Officials say children should always be in the proper car seat, depending on their age.

Law enforcement can stop and give a fine of $140 for unbelted drivers and passengers.

Impaired Driving Media Coverage

KIMT-TV
10.31.24

Minnesota State Patrol says drivers should plan ahead when heading to

Halloween parties | News | kimt.com
By: Evan Berg

ROCHESTER, Minn.-Sgt. Troy Christianson with the Minnesota State Patrol says Halloween partygoers
should plan ahead on how to get home if they're going to get intoxicated on Thursday, Oct. 31.

Sgt. Christianson says that State Patrol plans on having several additional patrols on the road until the end
of the weekend to keep an eye out for impaired drivers.

"Halloween is a great time and its fun, but we want to make sure people plan ahead and have a
designated driver or take advantage of some kind of ride share to get home safely," Christianson said.

According to Peter Bartz, owner of Safe Ridez, a designated driver service in Rochester, the Halloween
season is one of the busier times of year for services like his and often involves all hands on deck.

Bartz says his service runs from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m., and is often booking a high volume of passengers all
throughout the weekend.
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"With the start of the holiday season there's going to be a lot of celebrating out there, the roads are going
to be busy with people who are celebrating and people who are not celebrating and we just want to make
sure everyone gets home," Bartz said.

With hundreds of trick or treaters out and about this year, the State Patrol and Rochester Police
Department say it is important for drivers to also slow down and stay alert in neighborhoods and at busy
intersections.

"Kids are unpredictable and you just never know, so it's important that motorists just reduce their speeds
and pay attention," Sgt. Christianson said.

On the pedestrian side of things the State Patrol said that bright clothing can also be helpful for trick or
treaters to make themselves known to drivers late at night.

Whatever you're doing to celebrate the Halloween season, Christianson said it's just important to plan
ahead so everyone can have a great time and do it responsibly

KTTC
01.01.25

Law enforcement reminding everyone to stay safe during the New Year
By Matt Rineer

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — As millions get set to welcome in 2025, law enforcement agencies are
reminding everyone to stay safe for the holiday.

Both the Rochester Police Department (RPD) and Minnesota State Patrol (MSP) said they have extra
patrols out during the New Year’s Eve celebration.

RPD said it sees an increase in call volume with most calls it responds to being alcohol related, with
incidents like traffic accidents and physical violence being among the list.

“The biggest thing is ensuring that we dedicate enough time to persons that we come in contact with to
ensure that they have a safe and uneventful evening, if that makes sense here, as we ring in 2025,” RPD
Lt. Ryan Lodermeier said.

Minnesota State Patrol Sergeant Troy Christianson said there have been 465 fatal crashes in the state this
year, with alcohol playing a factor in nearly 24% of those crashes. He added how there is usually an
increase in fatal and serious crashes during holidays like New Year’s Eve.

“Some of it’s because of the traffic volumes increased, but also, it’s because people are consuming these
products. So, it doesn’t matter if you’re consuming alcohol or the cannabis products, if you’re impaired,

you’re impaired and it affects the way you drive,” Christianson said.

State patrol added extra enforcement for impaired drivers since Thanksgiving. During these extra
enforcement periods, more than 1,400 arrests were made statewide.
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Both RPD and MSP recommend having a designated driver if you plan on celebrating with anything that
could impair, your ability to drive.

100 Deadliest Days Coverage

KIMT-TV
05.07.25

Southeast Minnesota works toward zero deaths on Minnesota roadwaus |

News | kimt.com
By: Maureen Dudley

ROCHESTER, Minn.-As summer gets closer, the 100 deadliest days on Minnesota roads approaches.
In 2024, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety (MN DPS) said there were 479 traffic deaths on
Minnesota roadways. That number is more than the 402 deaths in 2023.

The department looks at impaired driving, speeding, seatbelt use and distracted driving when it comes to
crashes. So far in 2025, there have been 97 traffic deaths in Minnesota compared to the 125 that took
place by this time in 2024.

Each summer, law enforcement is out patrolling the roadways looking for those driving under the
influence.

MN DPS Office of Traffic Safety director Mike Hanson said, "What we are seeing is an alarming trend in
what we refer to as multi-substance or poly-substance impaired driving arrest and basically what that
means is somebody's not using just one chemical, they're using two or three or four or more."

He said that what's been most common is seeing cannabis and alcohol being mixed. MN DPS also said that
roughly 95% of Minnesotans report wearing seatbelts while driving.

KTTC
04.30.25

Law enforcement to step up speeding enforcement until September
By Addie McCabe

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — Speeding is an ongoing threat to safety on Minnesota roads. To slow down
drivers and save lives, the Minnesota Department of Public Safety (DPS) said extra law enforcement will
be out from May 1 through Sept. 2.

Officers, deputies and troopers from nearly 300 agencies statewide will be participating in the extra
enforcement. 52
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“It’s so frightening seeing a car come whizzing past your rear-view mirror. Everyone knows that speeding
is wrong, and yet so many people still do it,” said Mike Hanson, director of the Minnesota Department of
Public Safety’s Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).

Drivers, take a moment, plan ahead and follow the speed limit. Trust me, you won’t get there faster if
you’re in a fatal crash.

Mike Hanson, director of the Minnesota DPS OTS
He is reminding drivers that speed is the one thing they have absolute control of every minute they are
behind the wheel.

MINNESOTA SPEEDING-RELATED DEATHS AND CITATIONS

So far in 2025, there have been at least 15 speed-related fatalities, and speeding continues to be one of
the top contributing factors in fatal crashes year after year.

Year # of Deaths
2024 137
2023 113
2022 130
2021 171
2020 122

Speed-related crashes can happen on any road at any time.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 87 percent of all speeding-related traffic
fatalities occurred on non-interstate roadways in 2022.

The Minnesota State Patrol provided data on the number of related citations they’ve given in past years.

Year Speeding Seat Belt Distracted |
2024 235,961 23,465 48,278
2023 242,291 27,103 46,267
2022 244,980 22,100 37,923

RELATED: Law enforcement cracks down on distracted driving in April

100 DEADLIEST DAYS

DPS says that Memorial Day through Labor Day are typically the most traveled days on Minnesota roads
and nationwide.

These so-called “100 deadliest days” carry some of the largest fatal crash counts every year.
To push back against the rise in deadly driving and to try to save lives, law enforcement will be focusing

on speeding, seat belt usage, impairment and distraction — the four behaviors that are the largest
contributors to fatal crashes.
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Col. Christina Bogojevic, Minnesota State Patrol chief, says Minnesota’s troopers are always working to
prevent traffic fatalities, but efforts are increased during this range of time specifically.

Every year, we deliver heartbreaking news to families, and the 100 deadliest days remain a deeply
challenging stretch. That’s why we’re focusing on enforcement and education to change behavior. Drivers,
slow down. We want everyone getting home safely.

Col. Christina Bogojevic
There were 151 fatalities in Minnesota between Memorial Day and Labor Day in 2024, according to DPS.

Distracted Driving Media Coverage

KIMT-TV
02.17.25

Olmsted County Sheriff's Office combats distracted driving | News | kimt.com
By: Emma Esteb

ROCHESTER, Minn. - Distracted driving continues to be a concern on our roads, contributing to 29 deaths
and 146 life-changing injuries in Minnesota last year.

To combat this issue, the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office received a traffic safety grant back in Aug. which
they used to buy a specialized truck designed to detect distracted driving. The truck was used during its
distracted driving wave in late Aug. and through Labor Day weekend.

The truck is specifically designed at a higher vantage point to see people on their phones while driving.
The vehicle is part of the department’s ‘Towards Zero Death Program,” an effort to stop the culture of
traffic fatalities by education, enforcement, engineering, and providing services.

It's a rising concern not just here in Minnesota, lowa lawmakers are working towards a hands-free driving
bill to combat the issue. Olmsted County says a more ‘relaxed’ attitude of drivers is contributing to these
incidents.

Olmsted County Sheriff Kevin Torgerson says, “distracted driving is and has proven to be a danger and a
risk and we need people to pay attention. When | am in my personal vehicle | pull up next to somebody in
a car and yep, they are sitting there on their phone or still talking on their phone and stuff. I'm like what
are we not doing to get these people’s attention?”

The truck has videotaping features and officers also wear body cameras to pull people over for distracted

driving. Other law enforcement agencies including Dodge and Mower County are also able to use the
vehicle.
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KAAL-TV
03.27.25

Cutting down on distracted driving - ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com
By: Jordan Sansom

(ABC 6 News) — Drivers in Albert Lea will have to be more cautious as April is Distracted Drivers Awareness
Month. Albert Lea Police and the Freeborn County Sheriff’s Office received a grant from the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety to help crack down on this issue.

“Minnesota is a hands-free state, so you cannot have your cell phone in your hands when you’re driving
the vehicle,” Albert Lea Police Lieutenant Jeff Strom said.

In 2023, distracted driving contributed to 136 serious injuries and 33 deaths.

The Albert Lea police department is looking to put that grant money to good use.

“April is distracted driving awareness month so officers are out on overtime shifts, looking for distracted
drivers throughout the month of April,” Strom said.

This is for the statewide initiative, Towards Zero Deaths. It’s to limit the number of fatalities on the road.
Distracted means things like cell phone use, eating and drinking, or anything that causes you to take your
eyes off the road.

Even if you use your phone at a red light, law enforcement says it’s still a violation.

“Sometimes people will hold their phones, be at a stop sign and looking down and if they’re on their cell
phone that is a violation,” Strom said. Those caught distracted driving will be subject to a $100 fine for the
first offense. Anything after that and the fine can go up to $300.

“Our focus for the month will be stopping, educating, and even citing those who are on their cell phones
or doing other forms of distracted driving,” Albert Lea police officer Chris Diesen said.

As officers are prepping to stop people from driving while distracted, ask yourself is it worth it to send
that text, or can you wait until you reach your destination.

At the end of the day, it’s all about making it to your location safe and sound.
It’s much easier to pull over than being involved in a crash that’s going to cause someone to either be
injured, killed, and that person might be you,” Diesen said.

So when you’re driving, put the phone down and if you really need to use it, pull over away from traffic.
Officers say doing those little things can save lives.

KAAL-TV
04.01.25

Distracted Driving Campaign begins in Minnesota - ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com
By: Brandon Antony
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(ABC 6 News)- 29 deaths, and 137 serious injuries, all the result of distracted driving on Minnesota roads,
and on Tuesday, the crackdown is officially on.

For the entire month of April, law enforcement in our area will be looking for drivers who are paying
attention to just about anything other than the road.

“There is no excuse for driving distracted, nothing on your phone is worth a life,” said Colonel Christina
Bogojevic of the Minnesota State Patrol.

It’s part of the state’s “Toward Zero Death’s program, and whether you know your breaking the law or
aren’t familiar with what it is, getting pulled over for distracted driving will cost you.

“Getting caught will cost you. 100 dollars or more including court fees for a first offense, 300 dollars or
more including courts fees for a second or subsequent offense,” said Bogojevic.

And keeping an eye out for squad car’s won’t even help, as deputies are using unmarked vehicles to help
track offenders down.

“Being unmarked, it blends in with traffic a little more. This will be the second year we used that. We've
had a lot of success with it last year,” said Deputy Sheriff Michael Reese, of the Olmsted County Sheriff’s
Department.

Success that translates into fewer deaths, less accidents and educated drivers who some learn the hard
way, that you need to put your phone down.

“We just want people to pay attention to the road. Don’t drive distracted whether that’s on your cell
phone, your busy talking to your passenger. You have that dog in your lap, you’re eating food. Please let
that main focus be on the road,” Reese said.

The Minnesota Department of Public Safety said they have already issued 5,400 citations or warnings

involving distracted driving so far this year, which is a 4 percent increase compared to last year at this
time. They hope by having this campaign they can help that number decrease the rest of the year.

KAAL-TV
03.28.25

Minnesota DPS announces campaign to crack down on distracted driving - ABC

6 News - kaaltv.com
By: KAALTV

(ABC 6 News) — The Minnesota Department of Public Safety has announced a new campaign to crack
down on distracted driving.

According to the DPS, last year 478 people died on Minnesota roads with 29 of those being in distracted
driving related crashes.
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The new campaign comes with new traffic safety vehicles that have cameras and equipment to document
dangerous driving behaviors.

The distracted driving campaign runs through April.

KAAL-TV
05.11.25

3,427 drivers cited for Distracted Driving during April Enforcement Campaign -

ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com
By: KAALTV

(ABC 6 News) — Law enforcement across Minnesota wrapped up a month-long distracted driving
enforcement campaign aimed at educating drivers and stopping the dangerous behavior.

Results April 1-30:

e 3,427 drivers were cited for hands-free cell phone violations.
e ¢ 275 Minnesota agencies participated.

The Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) coordinates the effort, which
included extra enforcement, education and awareness to help influence drivers to pay attention and keep
people safe on the road.

“It’s mind-blowing that this many people still don’t get it. Distractions are deadly, plain and simple,” OTS
Director Mike Hanson said. “You have one job behind the wheel — and that’s driving. Not eating. Not
scrolling through your phone. Not putting on makeup. Pay attention to the road and get yourself and your
passengers home safe.”

In southeast Minnesota, agencies with the most citations included:

e Albert Lea Police Department 36

e Blooming Prairie Police Department 6

e Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office 16

e Kasson Police Department 21

e MN State Patrol - District 2100 (Rochester) 12
e Mower County Sheriff’s Office 4

e Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office 6

e Rochester Police Department 39

e Zumbrota Police Department 4

View the full list of participating agencies.

Distracted Driving is Dangerous Driving
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e More than 32,000 crashes were distracted driving-related from 2018-2022,
contributing to one in 11 crashes in Minnesota.

e In 2022, preliminary figures show distracted driving contributed to 126 injuries and 22
deaths.

e Distracted driving contributes to 9 percent of crashes in Minnesota.

Hands-free cell phone use became law on Aug. 1, 2019, in Minnesota. The law allows a driver to use their
cell phone to make calls, text, listen to music or podcasts and get directions, but only by voice commands
or single-touch activation without holding the phone.

Video calling, streaming videos, accessing social media or using the internet are all still against the law in
Minnesota, even in hands-free mode. Visit HandsFreeMN.org and DriveSmartMN.org for more
information about the law.

KAAL-TV
04.01.25

More patrols on the roads this April | News | kimt.com
By: Maureen Dudley

ROCHESTER, Minn.-You know those drivers that are looking down at their phone are distracted. This
month, law enforcement is looking to crack down on distracted drivers.

April is Distracted Driving month and law enforcement wants to keep the community safe through extra
patrols and education. Minnesota has a strict hands-free law forbidding drivers from holding a phone
while driving.

According to the Minnesota State Patrol, 48,278 drivers were ticketed for driving distracted on the road in
2024. State Patrol also stated that in 2024 distracted driving contributed to at least 29 fatal crashes and
around 137 serious injuries in Minnesota.

So far in 2025, Minnesota State Patrol states that 7,154 citations or warnings involved distracted driving.
Common distractions, according to State Patrol, can include eating, putting on makeup or shaving, and
watching videos on your phone.

Minnesota State Patrol Sergeant Troy Christianson said, "We prefer you do nothing but focus on driving.
Of course, people are going to multitask, but when you're multitasking then you kind of take off the
primary focus of paying attention to what's going on the roadway and also the other vehicles around

n

you.
Penalties for distracted driving start at $100 or more in fines for the first offense, $300 or more for a

second offense. A crash involving distracted driving that injures or kills someone can result in felony
charges.
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In lowa, a bill to ban cellphone use behind the wheel is heading to Governor Kim Reynolds' (R) desk for
her signature. The bill passed both the House and Senate by a large margin.

Mock Crash Coverage

KAAL-TV
05.16.25

Mock crash shows students dangers of drunk, distracted driving - ABC 6 News -

kaaltv.com
By: Chandler Jackson

(ABC 6 News) — At Lewiston-Altura High School, a mock crash performed by student and staff volunteers
and local emergency services but into stark reality the dangers of driving while drunk or distracted.

Two wrecked cars were set up outside the front of the school: one full of teens excited for graduation
with a driver that had been drinking beforehand, the other with two faculty members of the school.

Students watched as their classmates reacted to the crash in real time — staggering around the scene,
calling 911, seeing one of their friends slumped over the hood having smashed through the windshield.

“In the moment, it didn’t feel like it was fake,” said senior Emily Hansen, one of the mock crash victims.
“Like my hands were actually shaking.”

As the scene played out, Lewiston Ambulance director Matt Essig walked the crowd through each step,
including how long it took for first responders to arrive.

“We picked to do it here at the end of May as we’re approaching graduation because they really needed
to be reminded that choices that they potentially are going to make in the next few weeks can have
everlasting consequences,” he said.

This scenario has played out in front of Lewiston-Altura High School for eight years.
It’s a collaboration between Lewiston Police, Fire, and Ambulance, as well as the Winona County Sheriff’s
Department and Attorney’s Office, Mayo 1 rescue helicopter, and the Towards Zero Deaths program to

emphasize the dangers of driving while intoxicated or distracted.

Traffic crashes like this are among the leading cause of death for teens, killing 40 on average each year
and injuring more than 3,000.

Just in April, Minnesota’s distracted driving enforcement campaign saw the state patrol issue more than
6,400 citations for hands-free cellphone violations across the state.
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That’s a more than 1,000 citation increase compared to last April.

Last year, there were at least 29 fatalities and more than 130 serious injuries attributed to distracted
driving as well.

The consequences are real, as another guest of the scenario described afterwards.
Real life crash victim Megan Pierce-Campbell shared her story in an assembly following the scene.
Campbell was responsible for her own crash in 2012, having gotten behind the wheel after drinking.

“People often times don’t get the full picture,” she said. “They hear about DWI’s and crashes like this and
they don’t see the full scope of things and so to hear it from somebody who's actually lived it is incredibly
important.”

From watching Mayo 1 land in their parking lot to take away one of their teachers, to watching a friend
loaded into a hearse instead of an ambulance, the scenario left a lasting mark on many.

Some left in shock by the visuals.

“Seeing my friends and all the blood and like how bad the cars actually were,” said senior Josie Trejo.
“That kind of like hit me the most, | think.”

Others by how long things took.

4

“Just actually realizing how long it does take for first responders, especially in a small town, to get to us,”
said Zane Nelson, another senior.

The organizers only hoping their message got through.

“We don’t want to do this,” said Essig. “We don’t want to see this, it needs to stop. So if they can make
safe choices, that makes our job easier.”

SE TZD Workshop Media Coverage

KAAL- TV
05.07.25

Traffic safety stakeholders hold Toward Zero Deaths workshop in Rochester -

ABC 6 News - kaaltv.com
By: KAALTV

(ABC 6 News) — It’s an ambitious goal with a powerful name: Toward Zero Deaths.
60
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The effort across Minnesota aims to lower the number of crashes and deaths we see on the road.

On Wednesday, around 180 traffic safety stakeholders from southeast Minnesota came to Rochester for a
workshop.

Topics at the forefront of the discussion included the impacts of mental health on our roads, innovative
strategies that address traffic safety issues, and cannabis legalization.

Law enforcement says polydrug use is a contributing factor to a third of those deaths.

“People are mixing the drugs thinking they will counteract each other, and | am talking about alcohol and
marijuana use and actually, that amplifies greatly. So one plus one equals three is what we say with
impairment being there,” said Kristine Hernandez, the state communications director of Towards Zero

Deaths.

Since Towards Zero Deaths started in 2003, traffic-related deaths have declined 27% through 2024.

TZD Tuesday Media Coverage

KTTC-TV
07.20.25

MN Toward Zero Deaths reminds drivers to stop at rural intersections
By: Ryan Paris

ROCHESTER, Minn. (KTTC) — With Minnesota entering peak growing season, and corn reaching its full
height, MN Toward Zero Deaths is reminding drivers to stop at all rural intersections.

MN Toward Zero Deaths stressed that the height of corn stalks can obstruct visibility at intersections,
which creates blind spots that could lead to crashes. It also said drivers should not rely on indicators such
as dust during the day, or headlights at night, that another vehicle may be coming. It said these “do not
provide adequate warning.”

In order to stay safe, the organization said drivers should stop at all street corners, even if there’s no stop
signs, the other road has a stop sign, or if you think no one is coming.

The organization said too many injuries and deaths occur at these rural intersections, and that saving a

few seconds isn’t worth the risk. It said, without exception, everyone should stop at these corners and
intersections.
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KIMT-TV
02.25.25

Despite warmer weather, be on guard against tricky morning driving

conditions | Minnesota | kimt.com
By: Mike Bunge

You may be happy to see the snow melt, but that can produce dangerous morning travel conditions.
Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths (TZD), the state’s cornerstone traffic safety program, says melting snow
during the day can quickly refreeze as temperatures drop at night, creating icy conditions on roads and
sidewalks.

TZD says drivers should:

-Be extra cautious, especially on bridges, overpasses and shaded areas where ice can form unexpectedly.
-Keep a safe following distance.

-Avoid sudden stops or sharp turns.
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