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Advisory Council on Traffic Safety
DRAFT Minutes

Wednesday, June 10, 2026
1:00 – 4:00pm
	
Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota
301 S 19th Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55455
Josie Johnson Community Room (Room 180)

Attendees
Appendix A lists all Council members, staff, and invited guests who were present at the meeting.

Call to Order
Chair Sorenson called the meeting to order at 1:06pm. 

Welcome and Introductions
Chairs’ Welcome and Introductions
Chair Sorenson welcomed members, including Chief Brian Podany, Blaine Police Department. Podany is our newest member, replacing Chief Jeff Tate as the representative for the Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association. Following the welcome, members and staff introduced themselves and the organization they represent on the Council. 

Chair Sorenson recognized the upcoming retirement of Paul Aasen, a key figure in the Council's creation. Vice Chairs Hanson and Diamond also shared remarks, after which Chair Sorenson presented Aasen with a plaque honoring his leadership and dedication to lifesaving policy initiatives on Minnesota roads.

Sorenson closed his comments focusing on a recent spike in motorcycle-related fatalities. He noted 21 motorcycle fatalities in the last month alone. Vice Chair Hanson provided the following insights. 

· There has been an unprecedented 117% year-to-date increase in motorcycle fatalities, which prompted OTS researchers to conduct a preliminary analysis of recent data.
· The spike is largely driven by a significant rise in single-vehicle crashes, with excessive speed and rider inexperience identified as likely contributing factors.
· The largest demographic increase is occurring among riders aged 20–29, who are statistically the least likely to have taken a DPS motorcycle training course.
· An increase was also noted among riders aged 60–69, an age group that faces significantly longer and more difficult recovery times following traumatic injuries.
· Three passenger fatalities have already been recorded year-to-date, reaching a typical full-year average before the peak driving season has even begun.
· Preliminary data shows no immediate correlation between the spike and lane filtering or lane splitting, e-motos, or rising gas prices, though it is too early to definitively rule them out.
· OTS is ramping up public media campaigns to promote helmet use, rider training, and motorist awareness.

Approve Today’s Agenda
Moilanen made a motion to approve the agenda without any changes.  Donohue seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Approve Minutes from February 11, 2026 Meeting
Shelton moved to approve the April 8, 2026 minutes without change. Drevlow seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The final meeting minutes are available on the April meeting webpage. 

Data Dive: Summary of Drug and Alcohol Traffic Fatalities
Brian Harmon, Research Analyst at the Department of Public Safety, shared a summary of Minnesota drug and alcohol traffic fatality data between 2021-2025. He broke down data for 2,172 FARS reportable fatalities occurring between 2021 and 2025. He noted that the data is still crude—they are a mix of individual and crash level data that are constrained by considerable amounts of missing information and that the numbers reflect drugs and alcohol involved in each fatal crash and may not be specifically attributable to the individuals who were killed.

Member discussion followed. 

· Members asked whether previous repeat driving infractions or jurisdictional ownership of roads has been analyzed yet. Harmon noted that has not been studied. 
· Members questioned how residence time in blood impacts the data? Harmon noted it can have an effect and suggesting discussing more with a toxicologist. 
· MnDOT conducted a transportation research synthesis in 2024 on the effects of marijuana legalization on traffic safety. Results indicated that while fatal and serious injury crashes did not increase after medicinal legalization, some correlation was found following recreational legalization.
· Members wondered if there has been a decline in alcohol related crashes—for example, are people moving away from alcohol and toward cannabis? Harmon noted that he is not sure yet and that time will tell in the crash data. 
· Judge Meyer confirmed that DWI courts have recently started to accept participants referred for drug offenses, noting that while drug cases in these courts have increased, it is unclear if actual usage has risen or if the change is due to expanded court eligibility.  

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Harmon (Brian.Harmon@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  

Presentation and Discussion: Polysubstance Drug Use 
Mary DeLaquil, an epidemiologist at the Minnesota Department of Health, shared information about polysubstance drug use in Minnesota. Main messages included: 


· Minnesota, like the rest of the country, has rampant polysubstance use.
· Polysubstance does interact with motor vehicle deaths.
· The overlap between polysubstance use among motor vehicle deaths is apparent but not well defined.
· A plan for future public education and awareness seems warranted. 
· Discussion on how to measure the burden and address prevention seems needed.
· Fatality reviews on a subset of these cases could be invaluable.

Member discussion followed.

· Members questioned if there is any correlation between the decrease in overdoses with the opioid settlement funding? DeLaquil noted that while there is a likely correlation, causation cannot be definitively proven. She also noted the state's overall downward trajectory largely mirrors broader national trends.
· DeLaquil also noted that preliminary data for 2025 indicates a projected 3% increase in Minnesota's overdose deaths, marking a notable departure from national trends where many other states are experiencing much sharper increases.

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting DeLaquil (mary.delaquil@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  

Presentation and Discussion: Speed Safety Cameras in Workzones
Derek Leuer provided an update on the MnDOT workzone speed safety camera pilot. Highlights included: 

· State legislation allocated $1M for this initiative: $90,000 for the diversion course video, $10,000 for mobile advertisements, $800,000 for the pilot itself, and $100,000 reserved for contingency and evaluation. 
· Following a recent RFP process, Sensys-Gatso was selected as the project vendor.
· The pilot will be conducted at two locations: I-35 in Burnsville and Highway 65 in Braham. 
· The MnDOT team is developing a communications plan encompassing warning letters (noting that MnDOT is authorized to send warning letters only, not citations), mobile advertisements, district staff communications, and press releases. 

Leuer also provided a brief update on the traffic safety camera pilot project, focusing on reporting and evaluation requirements. Each participating city (Minneapolis and Mendota Heights) is responsible for annual reporting on its activities. Additionally, MnDOT must conduct an independent program evaluation due by December 31, 2028, followed by a joint MnDOT and DPS legislative report due by January 15, 2029. 

Member discussion followed: 
· Legislation mandates a minimum threshold of 10 mph over the speed limit in a work zone to trigger a warning, with letters scheduled to be sent after the 1st, 5th, and 10th violations rather than for every occurrence.
· While email or phone contact was discussed, warnings will be mailed to the physical address associated with the vehicle's registration.
· Although the official reports are not due until 2029, the legislature could act sooner; two bills were introduced this session—one to halt the program and another to expand it to all cities—though neither passed. 
· The Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) received a presentation from Mendota Heights indicating strong community support for the cameras, noting that local residents make up a significant portion of those speeding in these areas. 
· Judge Meyer noted that speed safety camera cases in Minneapolis courts are steadily rising, creating increased workloads and expenses that she recommended be accounted for in the upcoming evaluations. 
· Members discussed growing public confusion and negative sentiment linking speed safety cameras to Automated License Plate Readers (Flock cameras), raising the question of whether MnDOT should proactively address this through its communications strategy.
· It was noted that while original legislative efforts lacked extensive data, abundant national data now exists demonstrating the positive safety impacts of these programs. 

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Leuer (derek.leuer@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  

2026 Legislative Session Updates
Paul Aasen provided the following updates from the 2026 legislative session: 

· Several items the Council hoped would see action during the session received limited or no discussion, resulting in no progress. Examples include funding for Safe Road Coalitions, roadside oral fluid testing, and intelligent speed assist. 
· Other topics were discussed but ultimately saw no action, including a bill requiring 18-,  19-, and 20-year-olds to complete driver’s education before obtaining a license, and a bill to clarify the legal distinction between e-bikes and "e-motos" (which would also require e-moto sellers and users to register with the state).
· Two key bills were successfully passed this year:
· Variable Message Signs: Effective August 1, tow trucks are permitted to utilize variable message signs. MnDOT is working on an instructional video and has created an informational flyer for drivers.
· School Bus Stops: Motorists are now required to stop at least 20 feet away from a school bus when its red lights are flashing, regardless of whether the stop arm is extended. This closes a loophole that previously allowed drivers to pass a bus when the lights were flashing but the stop arm was not fully deployed.

Aasen also reported that state agencies are starting their processes to identify legislative priorities for the 2027 session. 

On the federal level: 
· Letters have been delivered to all three agency Commissioners raising awareness about the challenges of the current NHTSA 402/405 funding structure and requesting their formal support for the reorganization proposed by the Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA). Additionally, ACTS staff have drafted letters from the agency Commissioners asking Senators Smith and Klobuchar to express Minnesota's support for these reforms. The Office of Traffic Safety will lead all further actions.
· The House markup of the surface transportation bill includes some changes addressing the NHTSA 402/405 funding challenges. While the bill has not yet passed, discussions are moving in a positive direction. 
· Funding for the Safe Streets and Roads for All program is continuing. 

Council Business
Approve Changes to Operating Procedures
Stephanie Malinoff reviewed proposed changes to the ACTS Operating Procedures. The updates align the procedures with current legislative language and clarify guidelines to allow for email voting. 

Jeppson moved, second by Hosmer, to approve the recommended changes to the Operating Procedures. Motion carried. 

ACTION: Malinoff will ensure the revised version of the Operating Procedures are posted on the ACTS website. 

Feedback on annual cycle of TZD events
Due to time constraints, feedback on the annual cycle of TZD events will be collected via email rather than during the meeting. 

ACTION: CTS staff will follow up with members to collect feedback. 

Confirm 2027 Council meeting dates and location
Jackson Piper reviewed the proposed dates and locations for the 2027 Advisory Council meeting cycle. Members provided the following feedback: 

· Move the October meeting so it is held the day before the Statewide Toward Zero Deaths Conference begins in Duluth. 
· Consider moving the February meeting to January and hosting it near the Capitol to encourage legislative attendance. 

ACTIONS: Piper will present these recommendations to the Executive Committee at their next meeting for a final decision. Calendar invitations will be distributed once the dates and locations are finalized. 

FY27 Advisory Council Budget
Chair Sorenson reported that staff are currently drafting the FY27 Council budget. The Executive Committee will review the draft at their next meeting, and a final draft will be shared with the Council in August. As a reminder, the Council is asked to review and provide input, while the Executive Committee approves the budget. 

Subcommittee and Working Group Updates
TIM Subcommittee—Reed Leidle
A consultant has been brought on board to assist MnDOT and the subcommittee in developing legislative recommendations for quick clearance. The subcommittee met with the consultant team in early June to review a white paper examining current practices in Minnesota alongside national best practices. This white paper is expected to be finalized by the end of the month. The subcommittee will reconvene in early August to begin drafting legislative requests for the 2027 session.  




Safe Roads Coalition Working Group—Annette Larson
The group has not met since the last Council meeting due to the TZD Regional Workshops. 

Enforcement and Public Safety Subcommittee—Brian Sorenson
Captain Heath Dienger of the State Patrol has been appointed as the new subcommittee chair by ACTS member Colonel Bogojevic. The subcommittee continues to draft a framework to define its purpose statement, core objectives, and priority tasks. This foundational document is expected to be ready for presentation to the full Council at the August meeting. 

Public Comment 
· Derek Leuer provided an update on the Rural High Risk Road program, noting that the state successfully allocated and encumbered nearly all of its $10M budget by the June 30 deadline. Leaving only about $50,000 unspent, the highly successful program resulted in the implementation of five new roundabouts and over 200 dynamic speed message signs across Minnesota roads, along with several other safety improvements. 
· Paul Aasen highlighted reminded the Council of the impending legislative turnover and the election of a new Governor. He advised that the Council's 2027 legislative strategy should divide initiatives into two categories:
· Macro and Systematic Adjustments: Significant progress on large-scale systemic policy will be difficult in the near term due to the high volume of incoming, new lawmakers.
· Programmatic Improvements: The Council should focus heavily on targeted, program-level enhancements for the 2027 session. Outgoing leaders are currently transitioning out, and new leadership will likely not be fully positioned to immediately champion major systemic overhauls.
· Members discussed data collection surrounding the crash causality of older adult drivers. While Harmon has some initial data, more work is needed in this space. Drevlow offered to join the Older Driver Statewide Action Team to provide medical community support and input. Larson reminded the Council that the action team is currently developing a toolkit for healthcare providers to use in conversations with older patients.
· On behalf of Vice Chair Hanson, Chair Sorenson noted that Holly Kostrzewski, newly hired ACTS Coordinator, recently stepped down to pursue an educational opportunity on the East Coast. OTS has officially reposted the position, and the job opening is currently live.  

Adjourn
Chair Sorenson thanked everyone for their time, attention, and involvement in traffic safety. 

Jeppson made a motion to adjourn, Leidle seconded the motion. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 3:59pm. 

The next Advisory Council on Traffic Safety meeting will be Wednesday, August 12 from 1:00-4:00pm in the Josie Johnson Community Room at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs on the University of Minnesota campus.
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Appendix A: Attendance: Members, Staff, and Invited Guests

	Member Name
	Organization
	Present In-person
	Present Virtually
	Not Present

	Council Members
	
	
	
	

	Aasen, Paul
	Minnesota Safety Council
	X
	
	

	Ali-Mumin, Abdirahman 
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	
	
	X

	Bogojevic, Christina
	Minnesota State Patrol
	
	
	X

	Calistro, Gina
	Representing Victims Advocacy Organizations
	
	
	X

	Cocking, Aaron
	Insurance Federation of Minnesota
	
	
	X

	Diamond, Catherine
	Minnesota Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Mental Health Division 
	X
	
	

	Donohue, Josephine
	AAA - The Auto Club Group
	X
	
	

	Drevlow, Kris
	Allina (representing Minnesota Statewide Trauma Advisory Council)
	
	X
	

	Ferguson, Dylan
	Minnesota Office of Emergency Medical Services
	
	X
	

	Hanson, Mike
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	
	X
	

	Hansen, Richard
	Minnesota Operation Lifesaver
	
	X
	

	Hartzell, Chris
	City of Woodbury (representing League of Minnesota Cities)
	
	X
	

	Hausladen, John
	Minnesota Trucking Association
	
	
	X

	Hernandez, Kristine
	TZD Statewide Communications Director
	
	X
	

	Hosmer, Pete
	A+ Driving School (representing Minnesota Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association)
	X
	
	

	Jeppson, Julie
	Anoka County (representing Association of Minnesota Counties)
	X
	
	

	Kosluchar, Jim
	City of Fridley (representing City Engineers Association of Minnesota)
	X
	
	

	Larson, Annette
	TZD Statewide Program and Operations Director
	X
	
	

	Leidle, Reed
	Safety Signs (representing contractors)
	X
	
	

	Leuer, Derek
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, State Traffic Safety Engineer
	X
	
	

	Martini, Nick
	Northstar Bus Lines (representing Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation)
	
	
	X

	Meyer, Kerry
	American Bar Association, State Judicial Outreach Liaison
	X
	
	

	Moilanen, Michael
	Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (representing tribal governments)
	X
	
	

	Ostgaard, Gayra
	Minnesota Department of Education
	
	
	X

	Podany, Brian
	Blaine Police Department (representing Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association)
	X
	
	

	Putzke, Becky
	Law Enforcement Liaison
	
	X
	

	Quinn, Cheryl
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	X
	
	

	Ramos, Michael
	Washington County Sheriff’s Office (representing Minnesota Sheriff’s Association)
	
	X
	

	Schallberg, Heidi
	Met Council (representing metropolitan planning organizations)
	
	X
	

	Schleck, Jessica
	TZD Regional Coordinator
	
	X
	

	Severson, Michele
	Council on Disability
	
	X
	

	Shelton, Kyle
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Sorenson, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office of Traffic Engineering
	X
	
	

	Witter, Andrew
	Sherburne County (representing Minnesota County Engineers Association)
	
	
	X

	Wojcik, Michael 
	Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
	X
(Erik Noonan)
	
	

	Young, Charles
	Minnesota Department of Human Services
	
	X
	

	Council Staff
	
	
	
	

	Malinoff, Stephanie
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Piper, Jackson
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Catherine Windyk
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Invited Guests
	
	
	
	

	DeLaquil, Mary
	Minnesota Department of Health
	X
	
	

	Harmon, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety
	X
	X
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