[image: Advisory Council on Traffic Safety logo]
Advisory Council on Traffic Safety
DRAFT Minutes

Wednesday, August 12, 2026
1:00–4:00pm
	
Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota
301 S 19th Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55455
Josie Johnson Community Room (Room 180)

Attendees
Appendix A lists all Council members, staff, and invited guests who were present at the meeting.

Call to Order
Chair Sorenson called the meeting to order at 1:03pm. 

Welcome and Introductions
Chairs’ Welcome and Introductions
Chair Sorenson welcomed everyone to the meeting. Members and staff introduced themselves and the organization they represent on the Council. 

Membership Updates
Chair Sorenson welcomed two new members: Lisa Kons, Minnesota Safety Council (replacing Paul Aasen) and Shantel Shorter, Minnesota Department of Education (replacing Gayra Ostgaard). 

Approve Today’s Agenda
Ferguson made a motion to approve the agenda without any changes. Schallberg seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Approve Minutes from June 10, 2026 Meeting
Podany moved to approve the June 10, 2026 minutes without change. Moilanen seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The final meeting minutes are available on the June meeting webpage. 
Video
Mike Hanson introduced OTS video of a crash to emphasize the importance of and ground the work of the Council (not discussed due to technical difficulties).

Data Dive: Motorcycles
Brian Harmon, Research Analyst at the Department of Public Safety, shared recent data about motorcycle-related crashes. Highlights included:

· While current numbers may appear elevated, the data shows that this year is not unusual when compared to the last 5 years.
· Although the data doesn’t show an unusually high number of motorcycle fatalities, we can use this time of increased attention to highlight the importance of existing efforts.

Member discussion followed. 

· Drevlow asked if this year’s numbers could be attributed to the lane splitting change? 
· Harmon answered that the data is not robust enough yet to say with only a couple of months of data available
· Quinn asked if we can figure out how to assess how many people are driving motorcycles per year to determine percentage/risk/miles per vehicle, potentially look at registration numbers.
· Leuer provided an estimate that ½ of 1 percent of trips are motorcycles which roughly translates to being 40 times more likely to die on a motorcycle.
· Podany also asked about lane splitting’s contribution to the numbers.
· Harmon reiterated there isn’t enough data to be conclusive. Hanson noted they’ll begin to analyze in the next couple of years.

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Harmon (Brian.Harmon@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  

Discussion: Current Efforts and New Ideas to Address Motorcycle Crashes 
Mike Hanson, ACTS Vice Chair, discussed current activities underway at DPS to address motorcycle-related crashes. Main messages included: 

· By mid-June 2026 fatalities had already hit the total YTD total for 2025—that brought a lot of media attention.
· The increase in gas prices could be leading to more motorcycle miles being driven, and therefore possibly more motorcycle crashes and fatalities.
· Lane splitting has been getting negative attention from the public.
· DPS is trying to get the word out to educate the driving and riding public including messaging around safety as a shared responsibility, helmets, visibility, etc.
· Early in the year, under-25-year-olds were overrepresented in crash numbers, as summer has gone on, older driver numbers are ticking up.

Members were asked to share updates from their organizations and discuss new ideas to reduce these crashes.

· Ferguson reviewed EMS data after the previous ACTS meeting and noted that the opportunity in post-crash care has a much narrower window for motorcycle crashes to get to a better outcome due to the critical state motorcyclists are in upon EMS arrival.
· Ferguson asked if medical issues leading to motorcycle crashes are still counted as a fatality due to a crash.
· Harmon confirmed that death due to medical issues while operating a motorcycle are not counted as traffic fatalities. Only if a rider died from injuries sustained in a crash is it counted a traffic fatality.
· Hanson confirmed that the death certificate has to certify that the death was from the crash not a medical cause.
· Annette Larson noted she is working on educational toolkit for communities, looking at doing 2-minute safety check with riders working with dealers to ensure working correctly and go over protective equipment, distribute burn patches, education on impairment and distracted driving.
· Dienger asked if we can track the type of bike given that there are different demographics and riding behavior per different types of bikes.
· Hanson confirmed that there is a variety of ways to mine that data and will connect Dienger with Harmon to look at the data in detail offline.
· Hosmer asked if there is a difference in metro vs greater MN for motorcycle crashes.
· Harmon confirmed that crash rates for motorcycles are not any different from overall traffic crash numbers (i.e. about evenly split between metro and greater Minnesota).
· Ferguson noted that deer are involved in more crashes in greater Minnesota than in the metro.
· Hanson noted there was a huge surge in motorcycle registration during COVID, and we are still seeing some residual effects of that to this day.
· Hosmer noted that Minnesota currently doesn’t require a class to get your motorcycle license, which could be explored.

Tribal Traffic Safety Summit and Roundtables Report - Postponed 
Rahya Geisler, TZD Northeast Regional Coordinator, was scheduled to share a post-event report about the 2026 Tribal Traffic Safety Summit and the tribal roundtables held throughout the year but did not present due to technical difficulties. She will be rescheduled for the October ACTS meeting.

Chair Sorenson noted that planning for the 2027 event is underway. The event will be held March 29-31 at the Mystic Lake Event Center in Prior Lake.

ACTION: CTS staff to ensure this presentation is included in October ACTS meeting agenda.

Engineering Hot Topics
Derek Leuer, MnDOT, discussed some hot topics in the engineering world.

· Sorenson gave context that MnDOT often gets pushback from the public on a lot of engineering topics, so there is a desire to educate this group and get perspective on what they’re hearing in their communities.
· Half of K&A crashes happen at intersections, which are used by every mode and interact with all contributing factors of crashes.
· Intersection design should strive to reduce both conflicts and the risk of injury for all users.
· Members of the public often think signalized intersections are safer but the data doesn’t support that – signalized intersections have highest crash frequency, crash rate, and fatal and serious rate (signals aren’t safety devices, they assign right of way).
· Safety should be the top priority for intersections.
· Stakeholder engagement has become more prominent over the years, it can help mitigate uncertainty and get public support up front.
· Sorenson noted that one challenge of engagement is spending a lot of time talking about options that shouldn’t move forward if safety is the priority; showing up and say “we know what’s good for you” is not well received, sometimes move forward with solutions MnDOT doesn’t fully endorse
· Wojcik noted that it is hard to take discussions seriously when design speed and amenities have already been decided before we address the safety aspects of projects.

· Member Discussion Followed
· Quinn noted that J turns aren’t accessible for people biking and walking.
· Leuer noted that high speed rural environments have a very low volume for people biking and walking, but anytime one is put in, it is required that there is a sidewalk.
· Quinn noted that “If you build it, they will come” and there may not be people biking or walking now because the facilities for them don’t exist.
· Quinn asked about data on safety for motorcycles at J turns.
· Leuer noted that Michigan has done studies on “Michigan left” and found a pretty good record vs. standard at grade intersections.
· Podany asked if crash data includes other elements related to intersections.
· Leuer confirmed.
· Kosluchar noted that the cost of signals and intersections are often shared with other municipalities which impacts local agencies with smaller budgets; MnDOT has limited the amount locals have to contribute based on tax based, which is more equitable based on the resources available to them. Local political opposition may be because of cost.
· Sorenson noted that how big a safety issue it is determines how much MnDOT will pay for roundabouts specifically.
· Hosmer noted that few drivers use turn signals in roundabouts.
· Wojcik noted that J turns are the right solution in a lot of areas, but they are deeply unpopular and asked how this group gets ahead of the messaging so it’s not all one-sided.
· Sorenson noted there are tools for districts to use and that they talk to people after J turns are built, minds can change after they experience the J turn.

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Leuer (derek.leuer@state.mn.us) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  

Member Profile: Operation Lifesaver
Richard Hansen, Operation Lifesaver State Coordinator for Minnesota, presented a member profile about Operation Lifesaver.

· Operation Lifesaver is primarily volunteer-run rail safety organization (“rail safety is traffic safety”) that began in 1972 when there were 12,000 collisions. There has been an 81% decline in this type of collision since 1972.
· The organization reaches 1 million+ people/year through safety presentations, tabling, driver’s ed, kid focused events, professional driver events (school bus drivers)
· Focus on the “Education” E but also work on engineering and enforcement
· ENS signs are at any rail grade crossings, fastest way to solve any problems – want to make this sign as well-known as stop signs
· Looking to get more law enforcement community members trained (RISC)
· In 2026: messaging for outdoor recreation vehicles; expand first responder reach; integrate deeper with A+ driving school/driver’s ed; Green Line Extension outreach to drivers

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Hansen (mnoperationlifesaver@gmail.com) or Jackson Piper (piper129@umn.edu).  

Member discussion followed: 
· Quinn recalled Hansen’s statement that Minnesota is lowest in rail incidents but heard recently on the news that one Minneapolis location (Camden Yards at 44th and Lyndale) stood out as a high incident area.
· Hansen noted a recent Safe Routes To School grant that may be addressing that location and Operation Lifesaver is promoting ENS signs as the quickest way to solve problems.
· Witter asked if Operation Lifesaver helps with funding in rail safety projects.
· Hansen confirmed that they can’t provide money but can send letters of support, can do presentations in a nearby facility, and facilitate public outreach around projects.

2026 Legislative Session Updates

Council members heard updates from the Policy and Legislative Affairs Subcommittee and discussed plans for the 2027 legislative session.

Sorenson and Hanson provided the following updates from P&LA:

· The committee will look back through the position paper that was included in the previous annual report to use as a starting point for 2027, with a goal of getting a draft set of priorities to ACTS in October for review.
· Some items under consideration to include in the draft:
· Restoring funding for ACTS back to $2 million in large part to support the safe roads coalition.
· Driver’s license requirements, namely expanding requirements for 18-20 year olds and around work zone education and testing.
· Quick clearance legislation that is being discussed by the Traffic Incident Management subcommittee.
· Intelligent Speed Assist and Roadside Oral Fluid Testing pilots, building on the 2026 bills that didn’t pass.
· Recommendation for a contractor prepared report on Intelligent Speed Assist.
· Hanson’s number one policy issue is Roadside Oral Fluid testing, which is critically important to get in the hands of law enforcement as the cannabis market continues to expand.
· Fentanyl has been added to drug categories detected in oral fluid testing in addition to the six existing.

Member discussion followed:
· E-bike/e-moto report – Wojcik - 26 recommendations, had some success at legislature but bill didn’t pass because of last minute additions, will come back in 27 almost unchanged
· Judge Meyer noted that her district is pushing the judicial branch to ask for the speed safety camera pilot to switch to administrative tickets which would only change who is processing the paperwork and reduce the burdens on the court.
· Wojcik noted the need to talk about the difference between Flock cameras and traffic safety cameras.

Council Business
Review draft FY27 ACTS budget

Hanson reviewed the draft FY2027 budget.

Member discussion followed:

· A member asked about demonstration projects being funded by “Other Projects” line and it was confirmed that if a demonstration project will benefit ACTS (i.e. members can learn and bring to other members across the state) a justification can be made to use Other Project funding.
· Malinoff noted that these funds must be expended by Jun 30, 2027
· It was determined by the Executive Committee that there was not enough time this year to develop a solicitation, make selections and have the money spent by June 30, 2027.
· There are some projects already on the short list that the Council can spend the money on to show the legislature some successes.
· The CTS team will work with the Executive Committee over the next several months to get a FY28 solicitation process developed with a goal of having it live in the spring, so funding is distributed early in FY28 and recipients have time to spend the funds. 

Member logos
Piper previously sent out a request for organization member logos to recognize participating companies/organizations on the website, annual reports, etc. 

ACTION: ACTS members who haven’t already will send organizational/company logos to Piper.

Subcommittee and Working Group Updates
Traffic Safety Enforcement Subcommittee—Capt. Heath Dienger, MN State Patrol

· Captain Dienger came on board to chair the committee in late May on recommendation of Colonel Bogojevic.
· The committee has identified four priority tactic categories: trust, training, technology, and time.
· Starting with trust in 2027 with the launch of a unified safety-first traffic initiative.
· There is a need to advertise why law enforcement does what it does so the public understands the why behind law enforcement actions.
· The next priority will be establishing joint training between law enforcement and judicial to increase mutual understanding.
· The committee is considering how to get in front of POST updates, potentially including a 1–2-hour course on the front end.
· Hanson and Sorenson expressed appreciation for Dienger jumping on board as the right person at the right time to take this on

TIM Subcommittee—Reed Leidle, Safety Signs

· EMS, fire, law enforcement, towing and MnDOT are represented on the committee
· Currently having a priority conversation around Quick Clearance legislative language
· A consultant was brought on to gather data and analysis of what other states have done and are doing, focusing on best language recommendations.
· Other states use a “move it” perspective: in crashes with no injuries, requiring drivers to move vehicles to the shoulder in order to open the travel lane and mitigate upstream potential for additional incidents.
· Incentive based towing has been discussed.
· For first draft: should language come from ACTS or governor’s priority?
· Could do both and ACTS can pull back if need be.
· Some conversation around state/TH but other statutes don’t exclude locals
· Develop language for authority removal law, consider the locals, continued engagement.
· MnDOT’s Kary is orchestrating the road map and timing for getting this across the finish line.
· Sorenson – MnDOT will put forward to Gov’s audience and DPS as well, may not hurt to get something on the private side too.
· Could be a way to open up discussion around tow companies who don’t get paid for 50% of the tow jobs they perform.
· Schleck noted a language change to “safe quick clearance”.

Safe Roads Coalition Working Group—Annette Larson, Statewide TZD Program and Operations Director

· The group has drafted priority recommendations.
· Safe system approach – what documents to borrow from other states/areas – use the same data, templates to guide discussion
· They are tracking action plans coming out of the reviews, what are the next steps and how to address statewide

Public Comment 
· Leidle noted there might be budget requests coming out of TIM request in addition to the language changes.
· Wojcik noted they are seeing incorrect information circulating around e-bikes and e-motos. It appears that AI searches are pulling information from legislative bills that never passed.
· Wojcik encouraged Council members to tag incorrect info and refer to BikeMN for the correct info.
· Hanson noted it would be good to get this in the monthly law enforcement newsletters.
· There are pocket cards with e-moto/e-bike information from DPS communications available for law enforcement and they are hearing that officers hand out the cards to parents to increase awareness of the issues.
· Wojcik noted that laws vary around e-bikes state to state which can cause additional confusion.
· Prehospital Blood
· Larson noted the need to look at prehospital blood from a regional perspective – it’s not realistic to have it in every hospital so there is a need to develop regional templates to allow it to be more widely available than today.
· Currently there is one system in Northwest Minnesota operating with prehospital blood.
· Ferguson noted a current exploration of freeze-dried blood plasma for use on the civilian side.
· Ferguson also noted that there are barriers with equipment, funding for startup costs/exchange costs and noted developing this strategy to encourage partners at NHTSA to offer flexibility for what has the potential to be a game changer in crash outcomes.
· Piper will include a save the date for November 12th Traffic Safety Hotdish on the topic of prehospital blood in follow up email to Councilmembers.

Adjourn
Chair Sorenson thanked everyone for their time, attention, and involvement in traffic safety. 

Wojcik made a motion to adjourn, Hosmer seconded the motion. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 4:05pm. 

The next Advisory Council on Traffic Safety meeting will be Wednesday, October 14 from 1:00-4:00pm in the Josie Johnson Community Room at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs on the University of Minnesota campus.
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Appendix A: Attendance: Members, Staff, and Invited Guests

	Member Name
	Organization
	Present In-person
	Present Virtually
	Not Present

	Council Members
	
	
	
	

	Ali-Mumin, Abdirahman 
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	
	
	X

	Bogojevic, Christina
	Minnesota State Patrol
	
	X
	

	Calistro, Gina
	Representing Victims Advocacy Organizations
	
	
	X

	Cocking, Aaron
	Insurance Federation of Minnesota
	
	
	X

	Diamond, Catherine
	Minnesota Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Mental Health Division 
	X
(Ericka Welsh)
	
	

	Donohue, Josephine
	AAA - The Auto Club Group
	
	X
	

	Drevlow, Kris
	Allina (representing Minnesota Statewide Trauma Advisory Council)
	X
	
	

	Ferguson, Dylan
	Minnesota Office of Emergency Medical Services
	X
	
	

	Hanson, Mike
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	X
	
	

	Hansen, Richard
	Minnesota Operation Lifesaver
	X
	
	

	Hartzell, Chris
	City of Woodbury (representing League of Minnesota Cities)
	
	X
	

	Hausladen, John
	Minnesota Trucking Association
	
	
	X

	Hernandez, Kristine
	TZD Statewide Communications Director
	
	X
	

	Hosmer, Pete
	A+ Driving School (representing Minnesota Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association)
	X
	
	

	Jeppson, Julie
	Anoka County (representing Association of Minnesota Counties)
	
	
	X

	Kons, Lisa
	Minnesota Safety Council
	X
	
	

	Kosluchar, Jim
	City of Fridley (representing City Engineers Association of Minnesota)
	X
	
	

	Larson, Annette
	TZD Statewide Program and Operations Director
	X
	
	

	Leidle, Reed
	Safety Signs (representing contractors)
	X
	
	

	Leuer, Derek
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, State Traffic Safety Engineer
	X
	
	

	Martini, Nick
	Northstar Bus Lines (representing Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation)
	
	
	X

	Meyer, Kerry
	American Bar Association, State Judicial Outreach Liaison
	X
	
	

	Moilanen, Michael
	Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (representing tribal governments)
	X
	
	

	Podany, Brian
	Blaine Police Department (representing Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association)
	X
	
	

	Putzke, Becky
	Law Enforcement Liaison
	
	X
	

	Quinn, Cheryl
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	X
	
	

	Ramos, Michael
	Washington County Sheriff’s Office (representing Minnesota Sheriff’s Association)
	
	X
	

	Schallberg, Heidi
	Met Council (representing metropolitan planning organizations)
	X
	
	

	Schleck, Jessica
	TZD Regional Coordinator
	X
	
	

	Severson, Michele
	Council on Disability
	
	
	X

	Shelton, Kyle
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	
	X
	

	Shorter, Shantel
	Minnesota Department of Education
	
	X
	

	Sorenson, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office of Traffic Engineering
	X
	
	

	Witter, Andrew
	Sherburne County (representing Minnesota County Engineers Association)
	X
	
	

	Wojcik, Michael 
	Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Young, Charles
	Minnesota Department of Human Services
	
	
	X

	Council Staff
	
	
	
	

	Malinoff, Stephanie
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Piper, Jackson
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Catherine Windyk
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	X
	
	

	Invited Guests
	
	
	
	

	Dienger, Heath
	Minnesota State Patrol
	X
	
	

	Harmon, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety
	X
	
	

	Geisler, Rayha
	TZD Northeast Regional Coordinator
	
	X
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