Advisory Council on Traffic Safety
DRAFT Meeting Minutes

Wednesday October 14th, 2026
1:00 – 4:00pm

Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota
301 S 19th Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55455
Josie Johnson Community Room (Room 180)

Attendees
Appendix A lists all Council members, staff, and invited guests who were present at the meeting.

Call to Order
Chair Sorenson called the meeting to order at 1:04pm.

Welcome and Introductions
Chairs' Welcome and Introductions
Chair Sorenson welcomed everyone to the meeting. Members and staff introduced themselves and the organization they represent on the Council.

Vice Chair Hanson provided a few general updates around traffic safety trends, noting that impaired driving arrests for fiscal year 2026 show a downward trend. Meanwhile, drivers aged 65 and older account for roughly 30% of fatalities, predominantly in intersection crashes involving no impairment, speeding, or distraction, which underscores the need for senior mobility education and alternative transportation options.

Membership Updates
Shantel Shorter is joining the Council as a representative of the Department of Education.

Agenda Approval
Leidle made a motion to approve the agenda. Drevlow seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Jeppson moved to approve the minutes from August 12th without change. Moilanen seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The final meeting minutes are available on the August meeting webpage.
Member Profile: Minnesota Trucking Association
John Hausladen, Minnesota Trucking Association, presented a member profile about the Minnesota Trucking Association. Highlights included:

· The Minnesota Trucking Association (MTA) participates at the safety table by connecting fleets and drivers with agencies and bringing operational experience.
· MTA transforms enforcement and crash data into targeted education and provides programming for both trucking professionals and passenger vehicle drivers to promote shared responsibility.
· State trucking associations exist in every state except Delaware due to a lower number of trucking companies.

Member discussion followed:

· Jeppson asked about safety trends, recent publicity on bad actors in the industry, and whether they impact the crash data.
· Hausladen responded that FMCSA is going after bad actors and members of MTA are focused on doing the right thing and following the rules.
· Hosmer asked about the future of autonomous CMVs.
· Hausladen noted that there are currently autonomous CMVs in Texas; Minnesota allows for platooning within a pilot though according to Minnesota state law, each vehicle in the platoon must have a driver in the driver's seat.

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Hausladen (john@mntruck.org) or Piper (piper129@umn.edu).

Presentation and Discussion: Safely Sharing the Road with Commercial Vehicles
John Hausladen, Minnesota Trucking Association, shared a presentation about safely sharing the road with commercial vehicles. Main points included:

· Industry safety standards, including $14 billion in voluntary safety technology investments, mandatory Entry-Level Driver Training (ELDT), electronic logging, strict hours-of-service rules, and random drug/alcohol testing emphasize that safety is an organizing principle.
· Passenger vehicle driver action is identified as the primary or contributing factor in 70% to 75% of two-vehicle car-truck collisions, making education essential.

Member discussion followed:

· Kons asked if ELDT abusers are being addressed.
· Hausladen responded that FMCSA has inspected training programs and issued corrective actions.
· Meyer asked if the impairment statistics provided reflect drivers only in their professional driving capacity.
· Hausladen confirmed that personal and professional licenses are combined so CMV drivers are being held to the higher standard (.04 BAC limit) when they are driving their personal vehicles as well, but the stats only reflect violations when driving CMVs.
· Drevlow asked about ongoing education.
· Hausladen answered that drivers need to renew endorsements and are “tested every day” by Safety Management System (SMS).

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Hausladen (john@mntruck.org) or Piper (piper129@umn.edu).

Data Dive: Crashes Involving Commercial Vehicles
Brian Harmon, Department of Public Safety, conducted a data dive about trends in crashes involving commercial vehicles. Main points included:

· CMVs account for roughly 6% of all crashes but about 14% of fatal crashes. Furthermore, approximately 84% of fatalities in CMV-involved crashes occurred to occupants of other vehicles.
· Roughly 80% of CMV-involved crashes happen during the daytime under good weather and clear conditions, with about 28% occurring on interstates.
· Behavioral patterns are similar across both CMV and other vehicle drivers, with common factors including failure to keep in proper lanes, failure to yield right-of-way, and driving too fast for conditions.

Member discussion followed:

· Hausladen asked about adding the type of road to the other conditions (time of day, time of week, driving conditions, etc.) as this could be helpful in determining potential actions.
· Harmon responded that this could be explored.

Copies of the presentation are available by contacting Piper (piper129@umn.edu) or Harmon (Brian.Harmon@state.mn.us).

Tribal Traffic Safety Summit and Roundtables Report
Rahya Geisler, Northeast Minnesota TZD Regional Coordinator, shared a post-event report about the 2026 Tribal Traffic Safety Summit (TTSS) and the tribal roundtables held throughout the year. Main points included:

· People from outside Minnesota attended in 2026 which is a sign that the word is getting out and people want to learn about what is being done in Minnesota.
· Pedestrian safety on tribal lands is a recurring theme year after year because the committee feels it’s an important topic.
· Indigenous communities continue to experience that significantly higher fatal crash rates, especially youth.
· Safety solutions must reflect tribal experiences.
· Roundtable meetings, now in their second year, are made up of informal, small groups focused on idea sharing and networking with goals to build trust and gain understanding of local priorities.

Member discussion followed:

· Hosmer shared a good experience with his first attendance of the TTSS this past year.

Legislative Updates
Policy & Legislative Affairs (P&LA) Subcommittee Chair Julie Jeppson, Anoka County, representing Association of Minnesota Counties, shared updates from the P&LA Subcommittee and discussed plans for the 2027 legislative session.

Main points included:

· Restoring ACTS funding to $2 million is top priority.
· The subcommittee has been exploring ideas for how to get ACTS in front of new legislators with a strong push around education including:
· Developing a consumable 1-pager that allows members to share a consistent message when engaging with their legislators.
· Planning a Day on the Hill event to focus ACTS at the capital in a concerted effort.

Member discussion followed:

· Shelton and Hanson noted similarities between the challenge of communications between e-bike/e-motos and speed safety cameras/flock cameras.
· Diamond asked to identify policy only priorities vs. those that have budget attached to them, as this could impact how easy it is to get them through.
· Diamond noted that a 1-pager should highlight that it’s a tri-agency effort, could pique interest.
· Kons asked about the process between supporting legislative priorities, identifying ACTS and ACTS members.
· Hosmer noted the priorities are overarching ideas without getting bogged down in details.
· Connect this to ACTS annual report.
· Becky asked about a field trip to the Capitol.
· The Policy and Legislative Affairs Subcommittee will coordinate, CTS can help with logistics and arrangements to pull everyone together.
· Meyer noted ISA ride-along experience at GHSA – could we bring examples to legislators so they can experience it?
· Hanson noted he has already connected with some legislators who also experienced it.
· CTS is also working on an ISA feasibility report that will be completed before the 2027 legislative session begins. 
· Jeppson and Sorenson noted that commissioners were supportive of the legislative priorities as presented at the September 18th Executive Briefing, reminder of the challenge of getting it in front of the new legislators. Successful traffic safety legislation takes years and years. Lack of success does not mean lack of progress, need to keep pushing.

ACTION: CTS staff and the P&LA Chair will review the ACTS Letter of Support Decision Making Tree alongside the legislative priorities, make recommendation on how a final 1-page product gets delivered/is included in annual report, etc., and will include 1-pager before December ACTS meeting.

Council Business
FY27 ACTS Budget
· Unspent funds expire June 30, 2027 – Hanson is pushing DPS leadership to understand what the unspent funds can be used for and keeping in mind that expended funds must be for the benefit of ACTS. Hanson solicited ideas from the Council to explore.

Update from September 18 meeting with Commissioners
· Sorenson noted that one objective of ACTS is to update commissioners but haven’t had a regular cadence so far; the September 18th meeting served as a kickoff to more regular updates.
· Regular cadence for interaction with commissioners is proposed to occur twice a year: in the summer gearing up for agency leg priorities/ACTS and debrief previous session and in December on the cusp of the next session with an idea of what will be in the ACTS annual report.
· May need to revisit this process with up to three new commissioners after fall elections.
· Commissioners were appreciative of the work of ACTS and willingness to engage with them.

Membership rotation
· First term limits are coming up on January 4th 2027 for half of the members.
· Half of the council's terms are coterminous with the governor's, ending when the governor is inaugurated on January 4th, while the other half’s terms end a year later.

ACTION: Piper will email members whose terms end on January 4th 2027 to confirm next steps.

Subcommittee and Working Group Updates
Traffic Safety Enforcement Subcommittee—Steph Malinoff, Center for Transportation Studies (on behalf of Capt. Heath Dienger, MN State Patrol)
· Subcommittee activities have paused over the past 2 months, covered a lot of work in June/July.
· Will come back to ACTS in December with next steps.
· Top priority identified by committee: launch a unified safety-first traffic enforcement initiative.

TIM Subcommittee—Reed Leidle, Safety Signs

· This subcommittee is a good example of diverse stakeholders coming together to discuss important issues.
· Legislative priorities include addressing ambiguity, reducing responder liability, clarifying statutory authority for incident clearance (consultant was brought on to review the past work of MnDOT and best practices in other states).
· Committee is reviewing consultant recommendations, overseeing the cross-referencing between statues to ensure there isn’t a disconnect.

Safe Roads Coalition Working Group—Annette Larson, Statewide TZD Program and Operations Director

· No updates.

Public Comment
· No public comment.
· Shelton noted that CTS Research Conference is coming up November 5th, keynote speaker is Robert J. Schneider, professor of urban planning at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, who will explore what a safer transportation system would look like and the actions that could help make meaningful progress toward Vision Zero in the U.S.
· Wojcik noted that BikeMN previously sent a letter to the Dept. of Commerce and Attorney General to uphold laws regarding the sales of e-motos in Minnesota; noted that a list of retailers in violation has been compiled, if members know of any retailers to add, contact Wojcik.
· Sorenson solicited ideas or topics for upcoming ACTS meetings, hopes for infrastructure to be featured at an upcoming meeting.
· Shelton requested distinctions between what kinds of infrastructure can go on what kinds of facilities (i.e. County State Aid Highways vs MnDOT-owned vs city-owned, etc.).
· Jeppson raised the issue of mental health in transportation, indicated that she would like to hear Diamond present on MDH work in this area. Sorenson noted ACTS could be a leader in that space.
· Leidle requested a shareable resource (podcast, presentation, etc.) on mental health and transportation.
· Diamond noted that the Minnesota Safety Council does a lot of work in this area too and that a mental health and transportation presentation will be featured at a future ACTS meeting.

Adjourn
Chair Sorenson thanked everyone for their time, attention, and involvement.

Wojcik made a motion to adjourn, Jeppson seconded the motion. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 3:51.

The next Advisory Council on Traffic Safety meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 9th from 1pm – 4pm in the Josie Johnson Community Room at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs on the University of Minnesota campus.
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Appendix A: Attendance: Members, Staff, and Invited Guests

	Member Name
	Organization
	Present In-person
	Present Virtually
	Not Present

	Council Members
	
	
	
	

	Ali-Mumin, Abdirahman 
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	
	
	x

	Bogojevic, Christina
	Minnesota State Patrol
	X
(Major Joe Dwyer)
	
	

	Calistro, Gina
	Representing Victims Advocacy Organizations
	x
	
	

	Cocking, Aaron
	Insurance Federation of Minnesota
	
	
	x

	Diamond, Catherine
	Minnesota Department of Health, Injury Prevention and Mental Health Division 
	
x
	
	

	Donohue, Josephine
	AAA - The Auto Club Group
	
	
	x

	Drevlow, Kris
	Allina (representing Minnesota Statewide Trauma Advisory Council)
	x
	
	

	Ferguson, Dylan
	Minnesota Office of Emergency Medical Services
	
	
	x

	Hanson, Mike
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety
	x
	
	

	Hansen, Richard
	Minnesota Operation Lifesaver
	
	x
	

	Hartzell, Chris
	City of Woodbury (representing League of Minnesota Cities)
	x
	
	

	Hausladen, John
	Minnesota Trucking Association
	x
	
	

	Hernandez, Kristine
	TZD Statewide Communications Director
	x
	
	

	Hosmer, Pete
	A+ Driving School (representing Minnesota Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association)
	x
	
	

	Jeppson, Julie
	Anoka County (representing Association of Minnesota Counties)
	x
	
	

	Kons, Lisa
	Minnesota Safety Council
	x
	
	

	Kosluchar, Jim
	City of Fridley (representing City Engineers Association of Minnesota)
	
	x
	

	Larson, Annette
	TZD Statewide Program and Operations Director
	
	
	x

	Leidle, Reed
	Safety Signs (representing contractors)
	x
	
	

	Leuer, Derek
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, State Traffic Safety Engineer
	x
	
	

	Martini, Nick
	Northstar Bus Lines (representing Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation)
	
	x
	

	Meyer, Kerry
	American Bar Association, State Judicial Outreach Liaison
	x
	
	

	Moilanen, Michael
	Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (representing tribal governments)
	x
	
	

	Podany, Brian
	Blaine Police Department (representing Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association)
	
	
	x

	Putzke, Becky
	Law Enforcement Liaison
	
	x
	

	Quinn, Cheryl
	Representing Vulnerable Road Users
	
	
	x

	Ramos, Michael
	Washington County Sheriff’s Office (representing Minnesota Sheriff’s Association)
	
	x
	

	Schallberg, Heidi
	Met Council (representing metropolitan planning organizations)
	x
	
	

	Schleck, Jessica
	TZD Regional Coordinator
	x
	
	

	Severson, Michele
	Council on Disability
	
	x
	

	Shelton, Kyle
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	x
	
	

	Shorter, Shantel
	Minnesota Department of Education
	x
	
	

	Sorenson, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Transportation, Office of Traffic Engineering
	x
	
	

	Witter, Andrew
	Sherburne County (representing Minnesota County Engineers Association)
	
	x
	

	Wojcik, Michael 
	Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota
	x
	
	

	Young, Charles
	Minnesota Department of Human Services
	
	x
	

	Council Staff
	
	
	
	

	Malinoff, Stephanie
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	x
	
	

	Piper, Jackson
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	x
	
	

	Windyk, Catherine
	Center for Transportation Studies, University of Minnesota
	x
	
	

	Invited Guests
	
	
	
	

	Dienger, Heath
	Minnesota State Patrol
	
	x
	

	Geisler, Rayha
	TZD Northeast Regional Coordinator
	x
	
	

	Harmon, Brian
	Minnesota Department of Public Safety
	x
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